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Record Motor Earnings Cheer Wall Street 







Sparks 


Lunch Miles Away 
Ahrens Cites Record 
Cadillac-LaSalle Volume 
Hoffman’s Safety Saga 
Druelling Drudge 
Gti 


By 
Chris Sinsabaugh 









SF ee 
“THIS will be the fourth best 


year in Cadillac-LaSalle history,” 


told me. 


UST AS he was about to leave 
the home nest to go aloft and 
fly over the southwestern circuit— 
Kansas City, Tulsa, Oklahoma 
City, Dallas, Fort Worth, San 


Antonio, Houston and St. Louis— | 
Miss Johnson (secretary to Don) 
Ahrens), entered the sanctum of | 


the general sales manager of 
Cadillac-LaSalle. She had 
hand a telegram and aé_ report 
blank. Don grabbed the telegram 
first, scenting an order. It wasn’t 
an order, it was a telegram from 
Henry Woolridge, Cadillac dis- 
tributor at El] Paso, who had heard 
of the trip and was inviting Ahrens 


to take time out for a dinner with | 


him at Juarez, Mexico. 

“That means I have to drive 
1,240 miles, there and back, just 
to eat a meal with Woolridge,” 
said Ahrens. “Well, it’s worth it, 
to eat with Harry. Mebbe I'll ac- 
cept.” 


PICKING UP the report slip, the 
GSM almost jumped over his desk, 
that is, figuratively speaking, for 
recorded thereon was the state- 


ment that in the second 10 days | 
of April, Cadillac and LaSalle dis- | 


tributors and dealers had sold 1,- 


846 cars, the biggest April 20th— | 
10-day business in the company’s | 


history—a gain of 94 percent over 
the corresponding period in 1938, 
when 954 units were sold. Closest 
to this high water mark was in 
37, which was 15 percent below 
this year’s new record. The volume 
Was 24 pergent better than 
Which generally is accepted as the 
Industry's yardstick. 


WHICH started Ahrens talking 
(‘See SPARKS, Page 26, Col. 1) 
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Knudsen Praises 
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350 Executives Crowd 


| 
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| against $2,109,969 in the like 1938 | 


Ballroom for Annual 
Banquet of Assn. 


DETROIT.—C. C. Carlton, 
vice-president of Motor Wheel 
Corp., was named president of 
the Automotive Parts and 
Equipment Manufacturers 
Assn. tor 


the sixth consecutive | 


term at the annual banquet of the | 


association here Thursday night. 
More than 350 leading execu- 
tives of the automotive and parts 
industries attended the event in 
the Book-Cadillac hotel, and heard 
William S. Knudsen, president of 


General Sales Manager Don Ahrens | General Motors Corp., praise the 


| parts 
turers for their outstanding con- | 
tributions to the development of | 


and equipment manufac- 


the automobile industry. 
Knudsen, the principal speaker, 
reviewed the history of parts 
manufacturing, recounting the 
progress of industries allied in the 
production and constant improve- 
ment of motor cars. Much of this 
progress, he said, must be at- 
tributed to the initiative and en- 


terprise of the men responsible for | 


> as y i c mo- | ° ’ 
the steady expansion of auto | automobile,’ 


tive feeder industries. 

Hugh H. C. Weed, general 
manager of the Carter Carburetor 
Corp., was elected vice-president 
of the association at a meeting 
before the banquet. B. F. Hop- 
kins, president of Cleveland 

(Continued on Page 2, Col. 3) 


Motor Shares Up 
Sharply Following 
Quarterly Reports 


NEW YORK.—Buoyed by motor 
company reports this week show- 
ing strong earnings in the first 
quarter, Wall Street saw automo- 
tive shares register the largest net 
gains since early in the year, de- 
spite the unchanged jittery atti- 
tude occasioned by European af- 
fairs. 

Chrysler Corp.’s report Thurs- 
day—showing the best first quar- 


| Parts & Equipment Manufacturers Assn. 





—Photo by 
TOPFLIGHT EXECUTIVES of the automotive and parts industries gathered 
in Detroit Thur day night to attend the annual banquet of the Automotive 


Norman York 


William S. Knudsen, president of 


| General Moto:s Corp., left, was principal speaker, highly praised the parts 


| 


| 


industry. 


c. C. Carlton, vice-president of Motor Wheel Corp., center, was 
| elected president of APEM for the sixth time. 


At right is C. O. Skinner, 


general manager of the association. In the background is Ben F. Hopkins, 
president of Cleveland Graphite Bronze Co., and secretary of APEM. 





New 2-Cyl. Crosley Bows; 


Prices Will Begin at $325 


INDIANAPOLIS. — Christened 
with a bottle of gasoline, the new 
Crosley automobile, with a two- 


|cylinder power plant and a $325 





price tag, was previewed here 

Friday at the Indianapolis Speed- 

way. 
Called 


the “forgotten man’s 


the new car is ex- 


| pected to average up to 60 miles 


|high and weighs 925 pounds. 


per gallon, cruise comfortably at 
45 to 50 miles an hour and ac- 


commodate in comfort four pas- 
sengers. 
The car is 10 feet long, 4% feet 


It 


|has three speeds forward and re- 


ter in the corporation’s history—- | 
lent another optimistic note. Com- 


bined with a $1 dividend declared 
March 14, the $1.50 voted 
week raised Chrysler’s dividends 


this | 


for 1939 to $2.50 as compared with | 


only $2 in all of 1938. 
net 
was 


placed at $11,638,290 as 


period. 


One of the most important news | 
items the Street received this week 
Was General Motors’ report for the | 
months of this year, | 


first three 
showing a net profit equal to $1.18 
(Continued on Page 8, Col. 1) 


Chrysler | 
income for the first quarter | 


verse, four-wheel brakes, safety 
glass and a one-man top. It is to 
be offered in two models, a two- 
passenger convertible coupe at 
$325, and a four-passenger con- 
vertible sedan with additional 
equipment for $350. Prices are 
f.o.b. the Crosley manufacturing 
plant at Richmond, Ind., and do 
not include taxes. 

Airplane principles are said to 


The Top Ten 


PASSENGER CARS 
First Ten in Registrations as 
Reported in AN Today: 


1939 
Pes. 
1—131,972 
2—101,595 
3— 83,977 
4— 45,151 
. 
6— 
— 
os 
— 
10— 


Make 
Chev. 
Ford 
Plym. 
Buick 
Dodge 


100,006— 
91,101— 
51,339— 
33,125— 
23,218— 

Pontiac 21,651— 

Olds. 20,087— 

Chrysler 10,951— 

Mercury <a 

De Soto 8,498—1 


Total All Makes: 
569,944 410,262 


complete standings of all 
see Page 11, this issue. 


44,058 
33,436 
31,139 
16,441 
12,396 
11,752 
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For 
makes, 





| apolis Speedway. 


have been used throughout the 
construction of the car, eliminat- 
ing weight with a minimum of 
sacrifice to sturdiness. A_ light 
aviation-type two-cylinder, four- 
cycle engine is the power plant. 
An aviation-type suction blower, 
which is an integral part of the 
flywheel, provides air cooling. 


The car was presented to 200 
Crosley wholesalers representing 





Stories on N. Y. World’s Fair, 
opening Sunday, will be found on 
Pages 6 and 14. 





25,000 Crosley dealers and others 
who will market the car, by 
Powel Crosley jr., wealthy radio 
and electric refrigerator manu- 
facturer, baseball club owner and 
radio chieftain. 

(See CROSLEY, Page 8, Col. 5) 





MAKING ITS BOW, the new Crosley car was previewed Friday at Indian- 
Designed, according to prexy 


forgotten man’s car”, 


) the new automo 
| and is offered in two models, coupe and 
| the car is 10 feet long, nearly five feet high, weighs 925 pounds, a 
to get up to 60 miles per gallon of gasoline. 


HIGHWAY USERS READY 10 FIGHT 


APEM Reelects Carlton 


oO————— 


]EmergencyCouneil 


Formed to Defend 
Industry’s Rights 


Special Section to Relate 
Role of Trucks in 
Nation’s Welfare 


DETROIT.—Aroused by na- 
tional and state legislation be- 
ing considered by lawmakers 
throughout the country, the 


motor truck industry has 
joined hands to combat all laws 
designed to hamper highway 
trucking. 

Known as the Emergency Coun- 
cil for Highway Defense, a new or- 
ganization has been formed, with 
membership among every large 
association devoted to trucking, it 
was announced here Friday. 

The executive committee is com- 
posed of heads of the various 
trucking organizations and others 
interested, including Ted V. Rodg- 
ers, president American Trucking 
Assns., Washington; Chester H. 
Gray, director, National Highway 
Users’ Conference, Washington; W. 
H. Ott, president, National Council 
of Private Motor Truck Owners, 
New York City; Murray D. Van 
Wagoner, president, American 
Road Builders’ Assn.; H. C. Frue- 
hauf, president, Fruehauf Trailer 
Co., Detroit; Robert F. Black, 
chairman, motor truck committee, 
Automobile Manufacturers Assn., 
Cleveland, and Geo. M. Slocum, 
publisher of Automotive News. 

An advisory committee, consist- 
ing of H. W. Alden, chairman, 
Timken-Detroit Axle Co.; I. H. 
Babcock, president, General Mo- 
tors Truck Co.; W. L. Moreland, 
president, Moreland Motor Truck 
Co.; H. T. Moore, president, Tut- 
hill Spring Co.; John Nicol, presi- 
dent, Divco-Twin Truck Co.; R. 
W. Ruddon, president, Federal Mo- 
tor Truck Co.; G. G. Soderberg, 
president, Columbia Axle Co.; G. 

(Continued on Page 22, Col. 1) 
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Powel Crosley jr., as “the 
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AUTOMOTIVE NEWS, SATURDAY, APRIL 29, 1939 


Carlton Reelected APEM President for Fifth Time 


~ -Mnudsen Praises *—___ ag 


Parts Industry’s | 
Role in Progress 


(Continued from Page 1) 
Graphite Bronze Co., was elected 
secretary, and L. D. Adams, gen- 
eral manager of Barnes-Gibson- 
Raymond, was chosen treasurer. 

In addition to Carlton and the 
above officers, the new board of 
directors will consist of the fol- 
lowing: Charles Getler, president 
of Houdaille-Hershey Corp.; C. E. 
Wilson, vice-president of General 


N lected the sixth ti hats with guests at annuai| MOtOrs Corp.; Dan Kelly, vice- 
APEM’s PRESIDENT, re-electe e six me, chats w guests a : : Ft 
banquet Thursday night. Left to right, C. L. McCuen, general manager, Olds a - aaenn oe eae 
Motor division, General Motors; Dan Eddins, president, Plymouth Motors; C. C.| \. \. Dradtiord, presi ent o aton 
Carlton, vice-president and secretary, Motor Wheel Corp., and president of | Products, Inc.; J. E. Otis jr., presi- 


APEM; and C. S. Holden, sales manager, Motor Wheel PROMINENT GUESTS at the annual banquet of APEM in Detroit Thur 


dent of Stewart-Warner Corp.; A. | night included, left to right, S. B. Robertson, president, B. F. Goodrich 
G. Drefs, vice-president of Mc- and M. E. Coyle, general manager of Chevrolet. 
Quay-Norris Mfg. Co.; E. A. Hall, | 
president, Hall Mfg. Co. 
Among the prominent industry 
leaders introduced during the 
banquet were: 
Stanley Fulton, legal counsel for 
APEM; Irving Babcock, president 
Yellow Truck & Coach Mfg. Co.; 
Norman Damon, director Automo- 
tive Safety Foundation; B. D. 
Kunkle, General Motors Corp.; C. 
E. Brunner, general sales man- 
ager, B. F. Goodrich Co.; Dave 
Wallace, president Chrysler Sales 
Corp.; Charles Oostdyke, vice- 
LEFT TO RIGHT, at APEM banquet, Chris Sinsabaugh, editor of Automotive | president Hudson Motor Car Co.; 
News; Ben F. Hopkins, president, Cleveland Graphite-Bronze; C. E. Wilson,| Col. J. G. Vincent, vice-president 


vice-president, General Motors Corp., and J. J. Mcintyre, vice-president of | ss 
Cleveland Graphite-Bronze. Packard Motor Car Co.; Dan 


Eddins, president Plymouth Motor 

Corp.; Nicholas Dreystadt, presi- 
Ramet Mckee a doe | SNAPPED AT APEM banquet: L. D. Adams, vice-president and general y 
general manager of APEM: M. E. | manager Barnes-Gibson-Raymond, Detroit, and C. E. Wilson, vice-president 
Coyle, president Chevrolet Motor; | ee 

C. L. McCuen, president Olds Mo- 

tor Division of General Motors 

Corp.; J. M. Linforth, assistant to | 

president Goodyear Tire & Rub- | 

ber Co.; K. J. Ammerman, as- 

sistant to president Borg-Warner | 

|Corp.; S. B. Robertson, president | 

|B. F. Goodrich Co.; L. J. Purdy, | 

general manager Dodge Truck 

Div. of the Chrysler Corp.; Andrew 

Langenbacher, Duplex Truck Co.; 


iven by APEM Thursday night in Detroit were, left to right, | D. W. Rodger, vice-president Fed- | 
wae een, Perfect Circle; R. R. Teeter, Perfect Circle, and N. A.! eral-Mogul Corp. 


Moore, Sealed Power. eee 
Hogate Given 
Promotion to 


’ | 
Knudsen S Staff | HOMER DAVIDSON, manager, National Credit office, chatted with H. C. jmarks,’ 


DETROIT. — Effective May 1,| Weed, vice-president and general manager, Carter Carburetor Corp., at the 
Donald D. Hogate, who has been in APEM banquet in Detroit Thursday night. 
charge of the Detroit office of the | 


department a 


e 
Sday |. 
Co, | 
4 


4 


public relations, 
will be trans- 
ferred to the staff 
of William S. 

Knudsen, presi- | 


ent, to develo 
OTHER ATTENDEES at the APEM annual banquet were, left to right, K. J | 3s 3 3 eran e ae _ 
Ammerman, assistant to president, Borg-Watner Corp.; Stephen McRae, of | ™ e oak hanes of | ; 
Wages and Hour division of U. S. Government; J. E. Otis jr., president, ; munica io s 
Stewart-Warner Corp. . the General Mo- 
tors Corp. 
Hogate came to 
General Motors | 
Don Hogate in April, 1934, 
from Cleveland, 4 
where he was engaged in public ‘ EW 
relations work. | ta ma 
Felix F. Bruner will succeed | reside 
Hogate in charge of the Detroit; nas ae APEM’s banquet Thursday night also included, left to right. Iyoq-, 
office. C. C. Bradferd, president, Eaton Products Co.; J. O. Heyworth, Stewart-Warner 
| Corp.; and C. D. Cromwell, Stewart-Warner Corp. 


Pontiac Reports 
April Sales Up 


} NG APEM’s annual banquet Thursday night in Detroit in- 
ostien tee ce, G. E. Brunner, general sales manager, B. F. Goodrich Co.; | 17 O Over March 


‘ — t, Electric Auto-Lite Co.; | ; : 

$" 5. Ree. a ee S "Gina on Heftler, — Geuten. | PONTIAC.—Retail deliveries of 
Bendix Products, and Col. J. G. Vincent, vice-president, Packard Motor Car " Pontiac cars for the second 10-day 
period of April were 5,065 com- 
| pared to 3,459 for the same period 
'of last year and 4,326 for the sec- 
|ond 10 days of March this year, 
according to C. P. Simpson, gen- 
eral sales manager. This repre- | 
sents an increase of 46 percent | 
over the corresponding period of | 
April, 1938 and 17.1 percent over | 
| the second 10 days of March. 

| “For the 20 days from Apr. 1 | 

|retail deliveries are running 59 

percent ahead of last year,” said 
Simpson, “which is at an even ,MoNG THOSE PRESENT at the APEM banquet in Detroit Thursday nie | ew 
R, president, Houdaille Hershey Corp.; A. C. McCord, and | better rate of increase than the wens, Sth to ahd. Ge, & Gecmeee, aeaaees cae ae of & © Goodie AEw 
CHARLES Cer eccera Radiator & Mfg. Co., J. M. Linforth, assistant to | first three months when 51.4 per-| Co.; Joe McDuffee, Electric Auto-Lite Cos and George Stritch, Detroit office, "Gran 
v. aideak Goodyear Tire & Rubber Co., were present at the APEM banquet |cent more cars were delivered | manufacturers sales, B. P. Gendeich Co ee sah 

in Detroit Thursday night. -Photos by Norman York! than in the first quarter of 1938. _Photos by Norman 


| 
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To Correct Bad Practices 


By William C. Callahan 
Managing Editor 

LoS ANGELES.—General sat- 
faction with the program adopted 

the annual meeting of the Na- 

«nal Automobile Dealers Assn., 
as expressed here this week by 
sose directors and dealers who 
mained on the coast at the close 
4 the session last week. 

There is a general feeling that 
quch progress was made in the 
rection of better factory-dealer 
lations, the focal point of which 
vas the address by W. E. Holler, 
gles manager of Chevrolet, on 
quality dealerships. 

At the present time NADA is 
nducting a series of metropolitan 
arveys which it hopes will bring 
st in bold relief the weaknesses 
9 automotive retailing from a 
aler standpoint. These surveys 


(adillac-LaSalle 
Salesin April 
Best in History 


DETROIT.—The heaviest 10-day 

astomer delivery volume in 22 
months, and the best for any simi- 
ur period in the history of the 
wmpany, was announced Friday 
yy Nicholas Dreystadt, general 
manager Of Cadillac-LaSalle. 


Dreystadt’s report covered the 
cond 10 days of April and lists 
liveries at 1,846 units, a 94 per- 
ent gain over last year and 76 
prcent ahead of the first 10 days 
the month. 
“This exceptional increase as we 
mntinue toward the normal peak 
mtomobile retail season portends 
of the most active springs on 
w records,” said Dreystadt. “The 
that we surpassed similar 10- 
y figures in the years of 1928 
md 1929 seems definitely to sub- 
ntiate our opinion that our 1939 
mdels will be among sales lead- 
is of the year. 
“Since introduction of the new 
ars we have consistently topped 
ast year’s levels, but this is the 
inst time we have beaten all-time 


. Inarks.”’ 


are being made among dealers 
themselves with crews of shoppers 
gathering data on trade-in allow- 
ances, discounts and other factors 
which disturb retail price struc- 
ture. 

It is hoped that, by making the 
information revealed in these sur- 
veys available to dealers, some of 
the current bad practices can be 
corrected. 

There can be little question that 
there was greater concern at the 
NADA conclave over the problem 
of price stabilization than perhaps 
any other subject. Suggestions 
made for correcting this situation 
ran from an advertised delivered 
price for all sections of the coun- 
try to a plan for zoning prices 
based upon the distance from the 
point of manufacture. None of the 
plans offered, however, gave an 
answer to the problem of ovcr- 
allowances on used cars. 

It was the consensus of the 
meeting, however, that closer co- 
operation between dealers and 
factories to iron out price prob- 
lems is not far in the future. 

At the convention, in addition to 
Holler, were Harry G. Moock, sales 
manager of Plymouth, and W. A. 
Blees, sales manager for Nash. 
Pontiac was represented by its 
coast chieftain, Tom Ray, and 
Oldsmobile by its coast represent- 
ative, Charles Allison. 

Business in the section is re- 
ported holding firm with April 
showing good gains over March. 
War rumors have, of course, had 
some effect in slowing sales but 
the general outlook is reported 
healthy. Used car stocks are in 
good shape and, in spite of the 
scourge of grasshoppers which have 
threatened the lower part of the 
state, the situation in the farming 
areas is reported fairly good. 

There is a considerable amount 
of wild trading and packing is too 
prevalent for the general good of 
the trade. Through the northern 
part of the state sales are reported 
somewhat slower and the impetus 
of fair travel has not made itself 
felt as yet. Through Washington 
and Oregon sales are reported 
brisk with the background of busi- 
ness sound. 


NEW HIGH COMMAND for NADA. Officers elected at the conclusion of the 
National Automobile Dealers Assn. convention in San Francisco last week are, 
to right, L. C. Cargile. Chevrolet dealer of Texarkana, Ark., first vice- 


Mesident; Stanley H. 


Horner, Buick dealer of Washington, D. 


C. president; 


. E. Castles, Buick dealer of St. Louis, treasurer; and Johannes Schiott, 
Dodge dealer of Bridgeport, Conn., re-elected secretary. 


Ps 


NEW REGIONAL vice-presidents of NADA. Standing, left to right, L. C. Car~ 


tile, Chevrolet dealer of Texarkana, Ark.; 
Grand oe Mich., Tom Botterill, Hudson dealer of Denver. Seated, left 
ht: Harry Sommers, Chrysler dealer 
of San Francisco; and H. H. Hart, Chevrolet dealer of Wolfeboro, N. H. 


A. B. Burkholder, Chevrolet dealer 
of Atlanta; W. L. Hughson, Ford 








PRESIDENT A. E. BARIT, center, reviews plans for greatest Hudson mer- 


handising drive in history with George H. Pratt, left, 
and William A. James, right, advertising and merchandising manager. 
chandsing drive is in connection with 


general sales manager, 
The mer- 
the 30th anniversary of the company, 


ill be celebrated by a time-zoned telephone hookup over which Presi- 
Sone tects will speak to Hudson distributors, dealers and salesmen over the 


entire country. 


Chevrolet Sales Continue 


Steady Rise 


DETROIT.—Continuing a steady 
upward sales trend, a rise of 15.9 
percent in the sales graph was re- 
ported here Friday by Chevrolet 
for the period ending Apr. 20. The 
gain over the previous period, 
which closed Apr. 10, is repre- 
sented by 3,453 more’ units sold at 
retail. 

A total of 25,196 passenger cars 
and trucks were sold by Chevro- 
let during the 10-day period. 

Although March was hailed by 
William E. Holler, general sales 
manager, as “one of the company’s 
greatest sales months,” the Apr. 20 
period eclipses the records estab- 


Sales of Buicks 
In April Exceed 
March by 61% 


FLINT. —Continued strong 
trends in the motor industry were 
indicated this week with the re- 
lease of Buick’s sales report for 
the second 10 days of April. 


Buick, whose sales thus far this 
year have broken all records in 
the history of the company, an- 
nounced domestic sales during the 
second 10 days of April totaling 
9,614 cars, 61 percent over last 
year and a similar gain over the 
corresponding period of March. 

This was the highest volume for 
the period in more than 10 years 
and was the best, except one, in 
the history of the company, ac- 
cording to W. F. Hufstader, gen- 
eral sales manager. The sales com- 
pared with 5,943 in the second 10 
days of March and with 5,962 in 


During April 


lished last month by 4.1 percent. 

A gain of 19.1 percent is shown 
over the same period in 1939, when 
Chevrolet had retailed 21,164 pas- 
senger and commercial units from 
Apr. 1-20. 

Total sales for the month of 
April to Apr. 20 were 46,939 units, 
the report revealed, as against 38,- 
633 sales in the same period of 
1938. This represents a business 
gain of 21.5 percent. 






3 





Nash Sales Pace 
During April 96% 
Above °38 Period 


DETROIT.—Continuing to run 
far in advance of last year’s pace, 
retail sales of new Nash cars dur- 
ing the first 20 days of April were 
96 percent above the total for the 
comparable period of last year, it 
was announced Friday by W. A. 
Blees, general sales manager of 
Nash Motors. 


Sales during the period totaled 
3,934 units, as compared with 2,- 
009 units sold at retail during the 
first 20 days of April last year, 
Blees said. 


Nash’s sales during the first 20 
days of the month showed a gain 
of 16 percent over the first 20 days 
of March. 


Used car sales of Nash dealers, 
Blees said, followed the same 
strong upward trend. Stocks in 
the hands of dealers as of April 
20 totaled 16,446 units, while used 
car sales during the first 20 days 
of the month totaled 9,347 units. 


Rate of sales during the current 
month indicates that dealers have 
only about a 35-day supply of 
used cars on hand, as compared 
with about 57 days’ supply at the 
same time last year, he said. 


Fuel Tax Bill Killed 


ST. LOUIS.—A proposed constitu- 
tional amendment, outlining a 10-year 
road program to be financed by a 3- 
cent gasoline tax, died in the com- 
mittee of the state legislature in Jeff- 
erson City. The measure, offered by 
Arthur R. Kincaid, Clay County, would 
have offset a 1l-cent gasoline tax boost 
with a reduction in passenger car li- 
cense fees. 


Chris Sinsabaugh’s 
“Sparks” column is read by 
awake” in the industry. 


sparkling 
the “wide- 


HUDSON DISTRIBUTORS met in Detroit this week for the fourth council 


session. H. 


F. Byrne, eastern sales manager for Hudson, looks eastward with 


a smile. With him, in the usual order, are Charles A. Oliver, of Schuyler- 


Hudson Auto Corp., Albany, N. Y., and S. H. Farnham, H. 


Sons, Inc., Montpelier, Vt. 


the corresponding period of April 


last year. 

Used car deliveries during the 
second 10 days of April were in 
excess of 14,000 units, with deal- 
ers’ stocks of both new and used 
cars in sound position. 


Olds Sales Top 
38 by Over 45%; 
Stocks Reduced 


LANSING.—Sales of Oldsmobile 
sixes and eights for the second 10- 
day selling period of April totaled 
4,442 units for a gain of more than 
45 percent over the 3,056 cars sold 
during the same period last year, 
it was announced this week by D. 
E. Ralston, general sales manager 
for Oldsmobile. 

Considerable strength was also 
shown in used car sales, Ralston 
added, with sales in this depart- 
ment 20.2 percent better than dur- 
ing the same period last year. 


M. Farnham and 


See story on page 10. 


ALSO ATTENDING Hudson’s dealer-distributor council meeting this week 


| were H. P. 


Grove, standing, Hudson Pacific coast sales manager, and W. M. 


Patterson, of Botterill-Patterson, Salt Lake City, and Dick Du Bois, Seattle. 


C. G. BEECHING, center, 
ested discussion with N. 
of Omaha, Neb., both Hudson 
meeting in Detroit this week. 





Midwest sales manager for Hudson, in an inter- 
J. Baumann, right, of Kalamazoo, and C. J. Campbell 
distributors, who attended the dealer-distributor 

See story on page 10. 
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‘A Sermon on Character’ 


HIS editorial was written on the convention floor at the 

NADA meeting at San Francisco last week. The author 
was L. M. Stewart, retiring treasurer of NADA and a Chrys- 
ler distributor of St. Louis. In our estimation, it should hold 
a lesson for all men of the automobile industry, both in 
dealerships and at the factory. Said Mr. Stewart, extempo- 
raneously: 


“The lack of stability in prices in the automobile industry 
today which is due to discounting, wild trading and over- 
allowances, in my estimation, is serious, not so much from the 
standpoint of dealer losses or profit as it is from the fact 
that to me it indicates the breaking down of character among 
automobile dealers. 


“When character broke down in our mass transportation 
system, the welfare of the people using those systems was 
jeopardized and the government of the United States took 
steps to substitute for the lack of character government con- 
trol in the form of ICC. More recently manipulations in the 
stock market, and among stock traders, reached a point where 
the lack of character in this field made it necessary for the 
government, in public interest, to step into SEC to replace 
with control the character which the men engaged in this 
business had lost. 


“Starting with this premise then, if the present chaotic 
conditions continue in the automotive industry, and the char- 
acter of the men engaged in it and their morale, continues 
to decline, the day is not far distant when the government 
will have to substitute control in this industry for the lack 
of character within the industry itself. Since this industry 
is admittedly the largest industry in the United States, gov- 
ernment control of this operation would be Fascism.” 


Industry’s Bright Light 


HE business world should be cheered by the bright light 

from the automotive industry that is filtering through the 
war clouds. First quarter profits reports currently being re- 
leased throughout the industry are the most encouraging in 
many years. 

Most striking was General Motors’ revelation that its profits 
during the first quarter were the highest since 1929. Cheer- 
ful news to Wall Street and the country in general, the re- 
port was optimistically qualified by GM Chairman Alfred 
P. Sloan’s comment that “there does not appear to be eco- 
nomic justification for any drastic decline at this time.” 


Equally encouraging were reports from Chrysler Corp. and 
two leading independents. Chrysler’s profits in the first quar- 
ter were the highest in history. Nash and Studebaker both 
listed profits sharply in contrast to last year’s losses. Stude- 
baker’s report showed that despite its $4,400,000 expansion 

rogram in connection with its new car, its net was more 
than $1,000,000 better than the loss shown during the first 
quarter of last year. 


While as Mr. Sloan says, “the trend of business will be in- 
fluenced by day-to-day occurrences,” it is pleasant to note 
that the industry is entering its best selling season in the 
pink of condition. 
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HIGHWAYS You who go to the 
World’s Fair at New 
HORIZONS! York this year (and 


AND 


who won’t?) had bet- 
ter plan to devote at least one day 
to the General Motors Building. I 
say this after being taken hurried- 
ly through the exhibits prior to 
the opening dinner given by Al- 
fred P. Sloan jr., April 19th, to a 
group in which I had the good 
fortune of being included. Nor- 
man Bel Geddes was the designer 
and Albert Kahn of Detroit the 
construction architect, of a per- 
fectly amazing display of General 
Motors Products. Be it said to 
their credit and to that of GM’s 
Messrs. Grant, Deneen and Cobb 
that a full 10 days ahead of the 
opening of the fair the GM ex- 


hibit needed only a few finishing 


touches and a little dusting, I 
would say, to open it to the million 
or more people expected this com- 
ing Sunday when the fair opens 


officially. 
* * * 


Not having any data but rely- 
ing on my memory of things told 
us about the exhibit, I believe it 
covers some 7% acres, most of 
which is under cover. The build- 
ing is in itself really a glimpse 
into the future, but most of us, I 
think, are beginning to appreciate 
the beauty of modern architecture. 
When I first saw modern furni- 
ture in Paris in 1924 I thought it 
looked fit only for kitchen or 
barber shop and yet today prob- 
ably 90 percent of the new furni- 
ture sold is of modernistic design. 
Well, as I was saying, the outer 
design of the building is super- 
super-futuristic, but follows the 
World’s Fair theme of the Trylon 
and Perisphere. 

* * * 

Of course the outstanding at- 
traction of the GM Building is the 
“Futurama” which is in reality a 
vast cross-section of America in 
1960. A tremendous animated scale 
model which actually gives one 
the effect of flying over America 
20 years from now. The arrange- 
ment for viewing it is most in- 
teresting. You follow a line which 


winds through the gigantic lobby- 


faced by a great map of the 
United States that appears softly 
lighted in this great cavernous 
room from which a _ stentorian 
voice proclaizus the highways of 
tomorrow. The effect is dramatic 
and the purpose of the designer 
is quite evidently to place the 
spectator who has come in from 
the glare and the hurly-burly of 
the outside under a spell of 
mysticism. The path winds around 
this lobby and I believe it would 
be impossible to walk through it 
in less than two or three minutes. 
It is from this room that you take 
the “Sound Chair Tour” on the 
“Carry - Go - Round.” The chairs 
built by Fisher Body are deep and 
luxurious. Each carries two pas- 
sengers and there is a loud speak- 
er between which can be heard 
only in that carriage. The chairs 
are on an endless belt and as you 
proceed it is like looking down 
from an airplane over the world 
as GM believes it will be in 1960. 
Modern super highways stretch in 
all directions. There are no cross- 
ing intersections. The main roads 
dodge the larger cities, pass 
through the valleys and around 
mountains. There is a great city 
of tomorrow as Bel Geddes be- 
lieves it will be and has so often 
described it. Here in the “Fu- 
turama” he has been able to carry 
out his theory at least in minia- 
ture and one only hopes we can 
all be here to see this dream come 
true. 
* * * 

It takes about 12 minutes to 

make this imaginary flight over 
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the United States of 1960 and I 
understand 2,500 persons an hour 
can thus view it. My prediction is 
that 5,000 an hour will want to 
see it and my only hope is that no 
one will have to go away disap- 
pointed. I found it a_ positive 
thriller and as a contribution to 
the inspiration of the millions of 
children who will see it in the 
two years the fair is open I think 
GM has made a very definite con- 
tribution to education and espe- 
cially to the entire automotive in- 
dustry. When you leave your 
comfortable chair in which you 
have been transported into the 
future you walk out into the ac- 
tual sunlight of one of the squares 
in the city of the future but built 
to actual scale. In other words you 
are right in the center of the busi- 
ness section of the city of 1960 
and, by the way, out-of-doors 


Coming Events 


APRIL 


29-May 1—Seattle. Washington Motor 

Freight Assn. annual convention, 
Washington Hotel. 
MAY 


22-June 8—World Automotive Engineers 
Congress (SAE)—New York, May 
22-26; Indianapolis, May 30; De- 
troit, May 3l-June 2; San Fran- 
cisco, June 6-8. 


JUNE 


5- 6—Buck Hill Falls, Pa. Pennsyl- 
vania Automotive Assn. Meeting. 


AUGUST 


7-10—Chicago Navy Pier. Annual 
Automotive Accessories Exhibit. 


OCTOBER 


12-21—London. International Automo- 
bile show. 


Ww 
15-21—New York. National Automobile 


show. 
25-Nov. 11— Milan, Italy. Automobile 
salon. 


NOVEMBER 
3-11—Chicago. Automobile Show 
DECEMBER 


11-16—Chicago. Automotive Service In- 
dustries Show. 


Steady There, William 













































under the skies of today. It’s a 
real thrill and if there are not a 
lot of replicas of the automobile 
display room of 1960 which oc- 
cupies one of the corners in this 
modern square, I will miss my 
guess! 












*s * * 





I could easily devote a _ half 
dozen columns to describing what 
I saw in the GM Building in a 
hurried, conducted tour with my 
good friend Volney Fowler. The 
displays run all the way from a 
microscopic enlargement of a drill 
so fine that it bores holes in a hu- 
man hair to the 4,000-horsepower 
streamlined diesel locomotive! 
which forms a_ spectacular en- 
trance into the main building. You | 
begin to see why I said in the} 
opening paragraph that if and 
when you go to the New York 
World’s Fair this year you should 
plan to take a day in the General 
Motors exhibit building and why 
I mean it literally. Fortunately it 
was dusk when we arrived at the 
fairground so I only caught a 
fleeting glimpse of the other 
buildings and I therefore cannot 
draw any comparisons, but if the 
GM exhibit, which I saw, even 
sets the pace this will, in fact, be | 
the greatest World’s Fair of all 
time. It will attract the largest at- 
tendance ever brought to any ex- 
hibition of any kind in the world’s 
history. It will do more to help 
sell new automobiles in every 
section of the United States to 
people who want to drive to New 
York than any single impetus 
which our industry has had i” 
many a moon. 

» a * 

Please do not think I have been 
subsidized by either Mr. Sloan oF 
Grover Whalen. There was 1° 
material for publication passed out 
at the dinner I attended and from 
what I understand there are to be 
no passes issued for the fair— 
even Grover will have to pay his 
75¢ at the turn-stile each morning 
—if you believe it!—G. M.S. 
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BUSINESS ConTROL CHART 


Instantly establishes a budget for any Ford 
dealer for month, year or other accounting 
Period. Amounts indicate average results 
obtainable in comparison with volume shown 
on top line, To reduce quantities from hun- 
dreds to tens, adjust slide to_c 


TAKING THE G/eesamoeke 


One of the many profit-building helps avail- 
able to every Ford dealer is a handy business 
managemeni calculator which shows him at 
a glance how every operation of his business 
compares with average successful practice. 
This device, known as a Business Control 
Chart, is a typical example of the aids to 
successful dealer operation developed by the 
Business Management Division of the Ford 
Sales Department. 

The purpose of the Ford Business Man- 


agement Division, a group of trained business 





OUT OF DEALERS’ OPERATIONS 


men, is to work with Ford dealers toward 
a single goal—dealer profit. These men are 
thoroughly familiar with operating com- 
parisons, budgets, departmental income and 
accounting procedure. Their wide experience 
is cheerfully available to every Ford dealer. 

The Ford Motor Company realizes that its 
business, which must have volume produc- 
tion to insure low prices, can be successful 
only if the business of its dealer organiza- 


tion as a whole is successful and profitable. 


FORD MOTOR COMPANY 
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$20,000,000 Mo 


Industry’s Great Displays 
Dominate N. Y. Exposition 


By Bethune Jones 
Staff Correspondent 
NEW YORK.—When turnstiles 
of the New York World’s Fair start 
clicking tomorrow at 11 a.m., the 
automotive industry will take its 
bow as the foremost contributor 
to the $155,000,000 exposition. 
President Roosevelt is scheduled 
to officially launch the fair, three 
hours after its gates are opened, 
with an address to be heard 


See other story on New York 
World’s Fair on Page 14. 


around the world. One million 
persons are expected to witness 
the elaborate 15-hour program of 
ceremony, fanfare and fireworks, 
setting in motion the unprece- 
dented assemblage of displays 
which have been dedicated to the 
150th anniversary of the inaugur- 
ation of George Washington and 
to application in the “World of 
Tomorrow” of the American ideals 
he symbolizes. 


Although every major industrial 
activity is now represented, the 
automotive industry was among 
the leaders in uniting at the out- 
set behind the program and spirit 
of the fair. And, no other industry 
has been more persistent and ef- 
fective in continuing to stimulate 
interest in the exposition from its 
earliest beginnings. 

The exhibits of automotive’s 
“Big Three”—Chrysler, Ford and 








ate a better understanding of all 
industry’s contribution to national 
welfare, and will reaffirm faith in 
the industrial and governmental 
system which made this country 
great today and which—in the 
confident outlook of the automo- 
tive industry—will make it un- 
believably greater in the future. 

In the Chrysler exhibit, spread 
over three acres, will be a trans- 
portation focal display which will 
dramatize the development of 
transportation since the dawn of 
history and then project it into 
the world of tomorrow. The visitor 
will see first pedestrian man, then, 
in succession, the Viking ship, the 
chariot, the sailing ship and so on 
right up to current transportation 
mediums. A climax to the pagean- 
try will be a simulated departure 
of passengers in a rocket ship to 
London from New York. 

For this, the designer, Raymond 
Loewy, has drawn generously upon 
stagecraft and modern engineer- 
ing. In a brilliant flash of light and 
a muffled explosion the rocket will 
appear to vanish in the skylike 
ceiling. More than a thousand vis- 
itors at a time will witness this 
spectacle which, during peak days, 
will be repeated four times an 
hour. 

In the main exhibition hall of 
the Chrysler exhibit, there will be 
a graphic demonstration of Chrys- 
ler-made products, processes and 
automotive progress. An air-con- 


tor Exhibits T 


“ROAD OF TOMORROW,” an elevated highway which rises in a s 
the building, is the dominating feature of the Ford Exposition at th 
of thousands of visitors, who will ride in Ford, Mercury and Lincoln-Zephyr cars over the 
a view of the entire fair grounds. Photo shows the Ford Exposition entrance, 
Mercury. Visitors pass first through an entrance rotunda, with institutional e 


ever shown. Then they pass into the Industrial Hall, with its Ford Cycle of 
and above it the elevated loading platform for the Road of Tomorrow. 


e New York World’s F. 


op Fair Attraction 








piral ramp to the highest setback and then circles 
air which opens today. Tens 

prophetic highway, will get 
topped by a stainless steel statue of 


xhibits including the first mobile mural 
Production. Beyond is a Garden Court 





tribution of the industry to the 
people as a whole. The latest 


manufacture of Ford cars, their 
processing and the production of 


models of Chrysler-built cars will| the final units are depicted in ani- 


be displayed against unusual back- 
grounds, while the work of the 
Airtemp division also will be 
dramatized. 

Central exhibit in the vast Ford 





IN M 


OVING SOUND-CHAIRS, visitors to the General Motors Highways and Horizons exhibit at the New York 


World’s Fair will tour a vast cross-section of America as it may appear 20 years or so from now. The 600 chairs-- 


each equipped with a sound device, serving as a private guide on the tour—will be mounted on a continuous, mov- 


ing “carry-go-round,” extending for a third of a mile in and about the building. The “futurama” is the largest and 
most lifelike scale-model ever constructed and covers an area of 35,738 square feet. 


General Motors—will cover an 
area of some 17 acres and, col- 
lectively, are heralded as the most 
extensive display of its type ever 
staged. Total cost of these ex- 
hibits has been announced pre- 
viously as approximating $10,000,- 
000. It is believed by observers, 
however, that the aggregate cost 
of the contribution of these three 
corporations alone will, in the final 
analysis, including expense of op- 
eration, promotional and other re- 
lated activities, run closer to $20,- 
000,000. 

In addition to the three automo- 
bile manufacturers, Firestone and 
Goodrich have invested heavily in 
impressive exhibits which will 
further serve to tell the automo- 
tive industry’s story to millions of 
eager visitors. Nnmerous feeder 
industries also will emphasize the 
vital role of the automotive indus- 
try in the American way of life. 


Equally unselfish as their ener- 
getic participations in promoting 
the fair as a whole will be the 
displays and exhibits to be un- 
folded by the automotive concerns. 
Their exhibits will not alone en- 
vision new automotive develop- 
ments and progress, but will cre- 


ditioned theater seating 400 per- | Building, one of the largest at the 
sons will show motion picture | fair and occupying the highest site, 
closeups of the company’s opera-| is “The Ford Cycle of Production.” 
tive methods, stressing the con-!'All of the materials used in the 


mated models and dioramas on a 
turntable, 100 feet in diameter. 
The theme of the exhibit is that 
the origin of all the materials is 
the earth, regardless of their final 
form. 

Weighing 152 tons, the struc- 
ture is designed in terraces and 
resembles a gigantic wedding cake. 
It is 30 feet high and on top are 
three finished automobiles. The 
display includes 87 models and 142 
animated figures of men carved in 
wood. Beginning at the base, the 
raw materials are shown and ani- 
mated models dramatize how they 
are taken from the earth. Other 
sections show the processing of 
these materials and their final as- 
sembly in a completed automobile. 

Floated on a Moat 

Because of the great weight of 
the turntable and the massive ex- 
hibit, it is floated on a circular 
moat, filled with 20,000 gallons of 
water. It revolves slowly under 
the motive power of a two-horse- 
power electric motor. 

Another major feature of the 
Ford exhibit is “The Road of To- 
morrow,” over which more than 
1,000,000 visitors will take free 
rides during the fair season this 
year. An elevated highway more 
than a half-mile long, it rises upon 
a series of spiral ramps, circles the 
main building and finally borders 
an enclosed court before returning 
to its loading platform. The high- 
way forecasts the type of elevated 
structures that might solve future 
traffic problems. On it visitors will 
ride in Ford V-8, Mercury and 
Lincoln-Zephyr cars high above 
the crowds to gain far-flung vistas. 

Visitors will enter the General 





CHRYSLER BUILDING at the New York World’s Fair, showing the effect of the Polaroid Mural which will rise 38 


feet above the central doors. Designed by Henry Billings, the mural is to be illumined from 


behind with white light 


that takes on ever-new changes of brilliant color and gives the illusion of constant motion. 










































will find. themselves in a 


the building. 


play from moving sound 
600 of which are mounted 


illustrate different aspects 


diesel locomotive of 4,000 


ated employment. 


persons in nine different 
endeavor. 


the industrial history of 
and its many modern uses. 


Motors Building by winding pe- 
destrian ramps, after which they 


softly 


lighted amphitheater, on one side 
of which is an enormous map of 
the United States showing automo- 
bile routes today and their con- 
gested traffic conditions as con- 
trasted with envisioned express 
highways, feeder roads and local 
thoroughfares of 1960. Then, they 
will be invited to make the “fu- 
turama” tour in a 140-ton pas- 
senger conveyor system, extending 
one-third mile on several levels of 


Contains Million Trees 

The “futurama” covers an area 
of 35,738 square feet and is the 
impression of its designer, Norman 
Bel Geddes, of how America may 
appear in 1960. It contains more 
than 500,000 model buildings, more 
than 1,000,000 trees of 13 species 
and 50,000 miniature automobiles, 
10,000 of which are shown in mo- 
tion on the highways of the future. 
Fair visitors will witness this dis- 


chairs, 
on the 


conveyor. The main unit of the 
sound system weighs 20 tons and 
can deliver 150 simultaneous de- 
scriptions, each synchronized to 
the travel of the chairs. About 4,- 
500,000 visitors are expected to 
ride on this free journey into 1960. 

Animated, colorful displays will 


of life 


in the many foreign nations where 
General Motors has plants. Other 
features include a_ streamlined 


horse- 


power in full operation; an “X-ray 
car” of plastic and transparent 
material displayed by Fisher Body, 
and a spiral-ramped chamber 0 
copper, glass and rosewood where 
the latest models of automobiles 
will be displayed. There also is 2 
luxurious auditorium, to seat ap- 
proximately 600, where lectures 
and dramatizations will be given 
to show the extent to which in- 
dustrial developments have cre- 


Dramatize Early Efforts 

Among the numerous other fea- 
tures of the huge General Motors 
display will be a research room, 
principal exhibit of which will be 
the “Birth of Industries,” drama- 
tizing in animated diorama the 
early efforts of pioneer inventors 
whose discoveries have resulted in 


the creation of jobs for 16,000,000 
fields of 


The Firestone building will have 
numerous displays to demonstrate 
rubber’s role in modern transpor- 
tation. Included in the Goodrich 
building will be a huge testing 
ground where drivers will stage 
daring stunts to demonstrate tire 
qualities. Exhibits in both of -—_ 
tire company buildings will depi¢ 


rubber 
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This type of ad- 
vertising is ap- 
pearing in news- 
papers in Dealers’ 
and Distributors’ 
cities and The 
Saturday Evening 
Post. 


or , 
local faxes Gen, 


E Theres OVLY OVE 
) Willys-Overland price elass ... the lowest) 


a slow-moving, high-priced line, See Us and 
Stop Worrying. A small investment will start 
you off with fast sales and quick profits with 


most of their prospects come from the Six- 
Million-a-year Used Car Market. 
Willys-Overland dealers sell their pros- 
pects a big, full-size sedan with New Paint, 4 Car that affords the biggest opportunity 
New Upholstery, a New Motor and New Tires 
for approximately Used Car Prices. They 
talk Flashing Power, Pep and Performance 
that the New Willys-Overland delivers, for 
less than a cent a mile. And they talk Big 
Roomy Interiors, Big Luggage Compartment, 


the motor industry has offered in years. Get 
going with an aggressive, up-and-coming 
organization that’s “going places” in a big 
way. Write me now while opportunity knocks. 
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@ Willys-Overland dealers have the field to 
themselves with most of the prospects who 
respond to their newspaper ads... because 


Oversize Hydraulic Brakes and an All-Steel 
Body.They Talk it, and they sell it at a profit. 
If you are having a tough time of it with 
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Record Automotive Karnings in °39 Cheer Wall St, 


Motor Shares Up Sharply 
Following Quarter Reports 


(Continued from Page 1) 


per share on common, as against {declared that “there docs not ap- 
only 14 cents in the like 1938 pe-| pear to be economic justification 
riod. Moreover, the GM profit was| for any drastic decline at this 
highest since 1929. time.” 
. Likewise cheerful were reports Sloan reported that, although 
from Nash and Studebaker, inde- | consumer sales showed a tendency 
pendent producers, both of whom|to decline in the middle of the 
showed a profit in contrast to last | frst quarter, there was a “more 
year’s losses. than seasonal improvement in 
Wall Street observers took spe-| sales to consumers in the latter 
cial cognizance of Chairman Alfred | part of March.” He declared that 
P. Sloan jr.’s optimistic comment | GM’s retail sales in the first quar- 
in connection with the GM report. | ter totaled 314,178 cars and trucks, 
Although noting that the “trend| compared with 225,922 units for 
of business will be influenced by| the same 1938 period, a gain of 
day-to-day occurrences,” Sloan] 39.1 percent. Factory sales to deal- 


ers in the first quarter reached 
Campbell Gains 489,284 units as against 298,271 
Control of Reo 


units for the same months of 1938, 
After New Shift 


a gain of 64 percent. 

Total factory and dealer stocks 
at the end of March, 1939, Sloan 
reported, were well in line with 
current consumer sales trend, giv- 

LANSING. — Thomas Campbell, | ing consideration for the seasonal 
New York attorney, gained con- 
trol of the Reo Motor Car Co. this 
week, heading a syndicate that 
ousted a majority of a board of 
directors elected by compromise 


influence. 
Net sales for the first quarter 
during receivership hearings last 
February. 
the 


were $367,768,303 compared with 
The change of directors, 


$250,512,587 in the same quarter 
last year, Sloan said. Payrolls 
totaled $97,789,568 in 1939 as 
against $69,755,936 a year ago. 
GM’s net earnings for the first 
fourth within approximately aj] quarter were $53,177,928 compared 
year, must be confirmed by the] with $8,234,017 last year. 
federal court, it was reported. Studebaker’s report showed, that 
Campbell’s faction elected its 
full slate of five candidates to the 
board, although it had to alter the 
by-laws and increase the director- 
ate from eight to nine members 


despite a $4,440,000 expansion pro- 
to do so. Campbell’s faction had 









































































































MINUTES of Chevrolet’s National Dealer Used Car Committee meeting this 
week in Detroit were studied by Felix Doran jr. (right), assistant general sales 
manager, during the luncheon hour. With him is Jack Lee, of Morton Motor 
Co., Inc., Morton, Miss., the Southwest region’s delegate to the used car parley. 








_ FLINT REGION delegate to the National Dealer Used Car Committee meet- 
ing was H. F. Engel (right), of J. T. Engel & Son., Utica, Mich. He is shown 
here at the conference banquet with J. H. Neebe, Chevrolet account director 
with Campbell-Ewald Co. 


gram in connection with company’s 
new low-priced Champion, the 
corporation showed a profit of 


Stock Averages 





proxies for 552,954 votes, while Last This Year 

the management had 490,358. anion = boy a — 
2 24. 

Elected to the board were Col.| 10 car-truck cos. 25.95 2796 201 2036 

E. J. Hall, of Palo Alto, Calif., | 10 parts-access....19.12 19.70 0.58 16.94 

4 tire-rubbers ..20.23 20.63 {0.40 16.34 


the new chairman; William B. 
Mayo, of Detroit, former chief 
engineer of the Ford Motor Co.; 
E. J. Connolly, of Grand Rapids, 
vice-president of the Hayes Body 
Co.; J. W. Robb, of New York, 
vice-president of the American 
Car & Foundry Co., and F. G. Al- 
born, of Cleveland, former chief 
engineer of the White Motor Car 
Co. Re-elected were O. A. Sey- 
ferth, of Muskegon; Guy Hack, 
“labor _ representative;’” Hugo 
Lundberg, of Lansing, and E. E. 
Smith, Lansing attorney. 

The election came after 10 days 
of intensive proxy counting, hav- 
ing been recessed without action 
three times in the last two days. 


$56,914 for the first quarter of 1939 
compared with a net loss of $1,- 
072,352 last year. 

Net sales of $15,095,249 were re- 
corded during the first three 
months of 1939, compared with 
$8,705,512 for the first quarter of 
1938, which represents a 73.4 per- 
cent increase, Paul G. Hoffman, 
Studebaker president, said: 

“We produced and sold more 
passenger cars in March than in. 
any March since 1929. The recep- 
tion being given the new Cham- 
pion by our dealer organization 
and the public is exceeding ex- 
pectations, with April sales to date 
justifying the expectation that the 
current month’s sales will be 
greater than the whole quarter of 
1938.” 

Nash-Kelvinator Corp. for the 
quarter ended Mar. 31, reported a 
net profit of $140,505, after 
charges, as compared with a net 
loss of $2,185,687 for the same 
quarter a year ago. 


GM to Spend 
$10,000,000 on 
Plants in 1939 


WILMINGTON, Del.—Generual 
Motors Corp. will spend about 
$10,000,000 for new plant invest- 
ment during 1939, John T. Smith, 
vice-president, told stockholders at 
the annual meeting this week. 
This compared with $17,000,000 in 
1938 and over $60,000,000 in 1937. 

Smith pointed out this was 
small in comparison with preced- 
ing years because of extensive 
plant additions in 1937. 

The Ethy1 Gasoline Corp., in 
which General Motors has a sub- 
stantial investment, is being set up 
so it will own its own plants. Gen- 
eral Motors received between $6,- 
000,000 and $8,000,000 from its in- 
vestment in this company during 
1938, and increased its investment 





W. G. LEWELLEN (left), assistant general sales manager of Chevrolet, makes 
a few notes on the South’s new car sales record as reported by J. S. Wittmeier, 
of Oneonta Motor Co., Oneonta, Ala. 
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MORE GALS 


PER TRIP, TANKS TO YOLOY 





PERFORMANCE of Chevrolet trucks in the West Virginia Hills is reported 
to W. E. Fish (right), manager of the commercial car department, by G. E. 
White, of White Chevrolet Co., Webster Springs, W. Va., delegate to the Na- 
tional Dealer Planning Committee meeting. 








Out where the West begins, oil 
companies hauling gasoline over 
steep mountain grades find it de- 
sirable to cut down on dead load. 
This increases the gallonage of 
gasoline hauled, cuts cost. The 
trend is to build huge tanks of 
high tensile Nickel-copper steel 
which permit the use of thinner 
lighter sheets. Weight savings on 
recent tankers have ranged up to 
15 to 25 per cent of the entire 
weight of the vehicle. One prom- 
inent tank builder, the Eaton 
Metal Products Company of Den- 
ver, has adopted “Yoloy”, a 
Nickel-copper alloy steel, made by 
the Youngstown Sheet and Tube 
Company. In addition to superior 
strength of Yoloy sheets, Eaton has 
found other important advantages 
in resistance to 
corrosion and 
ease of fabrica- 








ATTENDING the monthly National Dealer Planning and National Dealer 
Used Car Committee meetings held in Detroit this week. Shown here with T. 
H. Keating (right), assistant general sales manager, is E. R. Brock, of Standard 
Chevrolet Co., Auburn, Neb., representing the Midwest region. 





tion. by nearly $7,000,000 during 1938. | — ———___ 7 — 

THE Smith pointed out that competition ma fe —_ 

in field of high grade gasoline is W eiss Is Toastmaster o . eee Ao. of 

: am 2 af ~ : at sey é ote raymore 

INTERNATIONAL getting more intense. Various oil ee en gh ng here May 6. Convention speakers will 
: ies are raising octane rat- e . aT sast. include United States Senz . 

NICKEL COMPANY compan General Motors Corp., will be toast- e ates Senator Arthur 

master at banquet to be held in con-, H. Vandenberg of Michigan and Lowell 


ing of gasoline through cracking | 


processes. junction with the 24th annual conven-! Thomas. 


INC. New York, N.Y. 





Crosley 


(Continued from Page 1) 

Specifications of the car are 
follows: 

Wheel base, 80 inches; tread, 40 
inches (same front and rear): 
tires, 41% by 12 inches (Goodrich): 
total length of car, 120 inches 
bumper to bumper; height, 5¢ 
inches from ground to top; road 
clearance, 742 inches; weight, 995 
pounds. The motor is a two cyl. 
inder-opposed light aviation-type 
four-cycle engine (Waukesha) 
air-cooled by suction blower which 
is cast integral with flywheel]: 
down-draft carburetor of special 
design (by Tillotson); generator 
direct driven off crankshaft ip 
front of engine (no belts); con- 
ventional starter, distributor and 
other electrical equipment (Auto- 
lite); extra large bearings; bore, 
three inches; stroke 234 inches: 
cubic inch displacement, 38.87 
inches; lubrication, full pressure, 

Transmission: Three speeds for- 
ward and reverse (Warner); single 
plate clutch (Rockford); rear 
axle, (Spicer); full taper roller 
bearings (Timken); wheels, (spe- 
cially designed by Motor Wheel 
Corp.); direct drive from rubber 
mounted floating power plant 
through torque tube to the rear 
axle without use of universal 
joints. Brakes: Four wheel me- 
chanical brakes, cable operated. 
They are said to be a new de- 
velopment which has been proved 
by airplane manufacturers. Novel 
in that they have no riveted lin- 
ings. Said to give more than twice 
the possible braking surface of 
ordinary neutral or _ two-shoe 
brakes and can be relined by 
simply removing wheel and in- 
serting a length of brake lining in 
brake drums. Gives 350 degrees 
of braking (Hawley). 

Springs: Front springs, semi- 
elliptic: rear springs, one-quarter 
elliptic; rubber shackles and 
spring bearings. Shock absorbers: 
Four Delco-Lovejoy. Fuel tank: 
Capacity, four gallons; oil, two 
quarts in crankcase pan. Miscel- 
laneous: Body by Murray; steer- 
ing gear by Ross; safety glass: 
driver’s seat adjustable; strongly 
constructed channel section frame. 
Models: Two-passenger convertible 
coupe, or 14-ton capacity com- 
mercial vehicle; four-passenger 
convertible deluxe sedan; choice of 
three color combinations: Grey, 
yellow and blue. All red wheels 
with large chromium hub-cabs. 
Top, black. 


Campbell Heads 
Brooklyn Dealers; 


Ebbert Is Honored 


NEW YORK.—Dugal G. Camp- 
bell has been re-elected president 
of the Brooklyn and Long Island 
Automobile Dealers Assn. Other 
officers are: 

First vice-president, J. E. Nach- 
man; second vice-president, D. W. 
Gluck; third vice-president, F. J. 
Benischek; secretary, J. P. Sonner, 
and treasurer, W. B. Jones. 

Directors are: Kings County—C. 
M. Bishop, D. G. Campbell, K. 
Eckert, M. Lasky and T. South- 
worth; Queens County—J. L. Daly. 
M. Habrich, F. Kuhns, F. 0. 
Muller and J. E. Nachman; Nas- 
sau County—J. W. Galbraith, D. 
W. Gluck, E. J. Lalmant, S. J 
Seaman jr. and G. K. Vars; Suf- 
folk County—L. W. Behan, F. J. 
Benischek, M. J. Parlato, R. V. Ry- 
erson and H. L. Van Scoy. 

Ralph Ebbert, who continues as 
manager of the dealer group, was 
praised by numerous speakers. 
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Of The Automobile Industry 
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To know which newspapers Plymouth purchasers in New York City 
read and prefer is valuable information for Plymouth executives in 
formulating effective advertising plans. 


This information, likewise, is useful to all automotive executives 





aiming for maximum sales and profits in New York. 
An impartial survey among 43,000 new-car buyers in New York City, 


just made by Recording and Statistical Corporation,* reveals that: 


| More than half the buyers (57%) of new Plymouths in 
New York read The New York Times. 


) The Times is the first choice of more Plymouth purchasers 


than any two other New York newspapers combined. 


3 Among the buyers of all makes of cars, including Plymouth, 
The Times is the most widely read newspaper. 


Facts like these confirm the judgment of automobile manufacturers in 
using more advertising space in The New York Times than in any other 
New York newspaper. Experience has proved that extra advertising 


schedules in The Times bring extra sales and extra profits. 


*& Questionnaires were sent to every individual buying a new car in New York City during 
the months of March, April, May, June, July, November and December, 1938, asking two 
things: which New York newspapers they read regularly, which ONE they prefer above all 
others. Of 43,000 questionnaires mailed out. approximately 25 per cent were returned. 


Che New Pork Gimes 


“ALL THE NEWS THAT'S FIT TO PRINT” 


GENERAL MOTORS BUILDING © DETROIT MADISON 3880 





BE SURE TO READ THE NEW YORK TIMES EVERY DAY YOU'RE IN NEW YORK FOR THE WORLD'S FAIR. ITS 
ADVERTISING COLUMNS WILL GUIDE YOU TO THE THINGS YOU WANT TO DO AND SEE WHILE HERE 
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Hudson Distributors Hear 


Plans for Big Sales Drive 


DETR OIT.—Gathered in De- 
troit this week for the fourth 
Hudson Distributor Council, 23 
Hudson distributors enjoyed a 
two-day business session held at 
the Book-Cadillac hotel. 


Presided over by George H. 
Pratt, general sales manager; 
Stuart G. Baits, vice-president and 
assistant general manager, and 
William A. James, advertising and 
merchandising manager, the 
agenda of the meeting included 
all phases of the business and 
featured preliminary field phases 
of the greatest merchandising 
drive in Hudson history soon to be 
launched in connection with the 
30th anniversary of the company. 

President A. E. Barit attended 
the meetings and took an active 
part in the discussions before the 


Council. T. H. Stambaugh, di- 
rector of national service opera- 
tions, spuke on Hudson’s nation- 
wide preparation for the service 
and convenience of Hudson own- 
ers driving to the two fairs. 
Distributors in attendance were: 
C. A. Oliver, of Schuyler-Hudson 
Auto Corp., Albany, N. Y.; R. B. 
Fraser, Billings Hudson Terra- 
plane Co., Billings, Mont.; D. P. 
Knapp, Birmingham, Ala.; J. P. 
Gough, Automotive General Corp., 


Dallas, Tex.; Tom A. Coughlin, 
Davenport, Ia.; L. Mansfield, 
Mansfield-Winings, Inc., Evans- 


ville, Ind.; C. R. Bowman, Grand 
Rapids, Mich.; Ralph Warren, 
Acme Motor Co., Huntington, W. 
Va.; W. H. Schmelzel, Ace Mo- 
tors, Inc., Indianapolis. 


N. J. Baumann, Kalamazoo, 


Scottish Terrier: 
BUILT FOR THE WORK HE HAS TO DO 


Short on speed but long on courage 





Mich.; Leon J.  Lichtenstetter, 
Miami, Fla.; F. C. O’Donnell, 
Minneapolis; S. H. Farnham, 


Montpelier, Vt.; C. E. Wright, Nor- 
folk, Va.; George Broyles, Okla- 
homa City, Okla.; W. W. Riley, 
Okmulgee, Okla.; C. J. Campbell, 
Omaha, Neb.; J. R._ Botterill, 
Botterill-Patterson, Salt Lake City; 
R. B. Du Bois, Seattle, Wash.; L. 
L. Myner, Shreveport, La.; F. G. 
Revoir, Syracuse, N. Y.; K. J. Mos- 
bacher, Wichita, Kans.; S. D. Love- 
lace, Wilson, N. C. 


Columbus Dealer Fetes 
Firm’s 25th Anniversary 
COLUMBUS, O.—The Winders 

Motor Sales, Inc. (Chevrolet), is 

this year celebrating the 25th an- 


niversary of the founding of the 
business by Wilbur Winders. 


The firm is the oldest Chevrolet 
outlet in the state and one of the 
oldest in the country. Since 1914 
its contract with the factory has 
been in continuous effect. 


Champion Rosehall Ideal 
(left) a famous Scottish 
Terrier from Relgalf Ken- 
nels. These dogs are noted 
for their courage. 


TRUCK AXLES, TOO, MUST 
FIT THE INDIVIDUAL JOB 





ONE rugged Timken 3 for 1 Axle Housing (above) takes 
any one of THREE types of Final Drive . . 





Reduction, 2-Speed Double Reduction or Bevel 
Boer inal em (ebaue) are available in Timken 3 for 1 


Axles. 


a 
i 








The rear axle gear ratio must be right for your 
job if you’re to get top notch truck performance. 
Shrewd truck buyers are specifying the Timken 
3 for 1 Axle ... the advanced Axle that permits 
easy, accurate selection of exactly the right ratio 
for the loads, roads and grades to be encountered. 


1 REAR AXLE FOR 3 FINAL DRIVES 


The Timken 3 for 1 Axle takes three types of 
final drive — Bevel Gear, Double Reduction, 
and famous 2-Speed Double Reduction. Now 
available on most makes of trucks, Timken 3 
for 1 Axles are your best assurance of getting 
the right type of final drive, in the proper ratio, 
for peak performance, maximum truck life and 
economy. Write today for illustrated folder. 


ff AXLES 


THE TIMKEN-DETROIT AXLE COMPANY °* DETROIT, MICHIGAN 


WISCONSIN AXLE 


DIVISION e 


OSHKOSH, 


WISCONSIN 
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re Sales Seen 5 to 10% Over 1938 P 


Low Dealer Stocks Factor 
In Boosting 1939 Estimate 


CLEVELAND.—Estimates of re- | 


placement tire sales for 1939 have 
been revised upward to between 
32,000,000 and 34,000,000 units. 

This would represent an in- 
crease of from 1,500,000 to 3,500,- 
000 units or 5 percent to 10 per- 
cent over 1938; would compare 
with estimates of 31,000,000 to 32,- 
000,000 units made at the begin- 
ning of this year, and would be 
the first time since 1928 that re- 
placement sales gained in two suc- 
cessive years, according to the 
Wall Street Journal. 

Since replacement tire business 
is one of the rubber industry’s 
most profitable divisions and ac- 
counts for around one-third of its 
dollar sales, such an_ increase 
would be of considerable aid to 
earnings. With prices firmer than 
last year and a favorable relation- 
ship between costs and wholesale 
prices, a substantial part of any 
increase in gross sales will be car- 
ried through to net. 

While figures are not available 
for March, indications are that re- 
placement shipments in that month 
were slightly ahead of January, 
making total for the first quarter 
about 7,000,000 casings This would 
compare with replacement ship- 
ments of 5,093,539 units in first 
quarter of 1938, an increase of 38 
percent, and with 7,622,684 units 


Texas Dealers 
To Drive Away 


New Chryslers 


DETR OIT.—Chrysler dealers 
from the Dallas region will visit 
the factory next week and at its 
conclusion will drive away upward 
of 100 cars, according to Charles 
L. Jacobson, vice-president and 
general sales manager, Chrysler 
division. 

The party, numbering 125, will 
make the trip in a special train, 
arriving May 7. D. L. Hazelhurst, 
Dallas regional manager for 
Chrysler, will be in charge. 

On Monday the visitors will in- 
spect the Plymouth plant, forge 
plant, engineering building and 
other Chrysler Corp. activities. In 
the evening there will be a dinner 
and entertainment at the Detroit- 
Leland, with Jacobson presiding. 

Tuesday morning will be de- 
voted to inspecting the Chrysler 
manufacturing and body plants. 
The party will be guests of the 
Chrysler division in the executive's 
dining room for luncheon. The 
driveaway will start in the early 
afternoon. 


Wallace Elected 
As President of 


Oregon’s Dealers 


PORTLAND, Ore. — George B. 
Wallace, of George B. Wallace Co. 
(Studebaker distributors), has 
been elected president of the 
Oregon Automobile Dealers Assn. 

Catlin Wolfard, of Portland. 
(Ford) was elected  secretary- 
treasurer and A. B. Smith, head 
of A. B. Smith Chevrolet Co.., 
Portland, was re-elected Oregon 
director of the National Automo- 
bile Dealers’ Assn. 

Wallace succeeds Douglas Mc- 
Kay, Chevrolet dealer of Salem, 
state senator and former mayor of 
the Capitol City. 

Included on the nominating 
committee were Roy Jarman, of 
Jarman’s, Inc., Oregon City; W. 
L. Phillips, Valley Motor Co., 
Salem, and Clarence E. Francis, 
Francis Motor Car Co., Portland. 





Firm Is Organized 
MOUNT GILEAD, O.—With complete 
manufacturing and engineering facili 
ties here, Hydro-Power Systems, Inc., 
has been organized for the manufac- 


ture and development of hydraulic 
machine drives and their component 
parts, radial pumps, gear pumps, 


valves and controls. 


in the quarter ended Dec. 31, 1938. 

Principal reasons for believing 
1939 replacement tire sales wil] 
exceed last year are: (1) first 
quarter shipments of 7,000,000 
units are at a seasonally adjusted 
annual rate of 35,000,000 renew- 
als; (2) gain is expected as a re- 
sult of heavy automobile produc- 
tion in 1935, 1936 and 1937 be- 
cause these cars will need new 
tires this year; (3) tire life, though 
still increasing, is lengthening at a 
slower rate; (4) gasoline consump- 
tion, which is a rough index of 
car use, has shown gains for each 
of the last six years; (5) tourist 
travel is expected to be unusually 
heavy this summer and (6) dealer 
inventories were abnormally low 
at beginning of year which will 
result in higher replacement ship- 
ments by manufacturers than 
would otherwise have been the 
case. 


Huber Re-elected 
Head of Dealers 


es e e 
Association in La. 

NEW ORLEANS. — Thomas L. 
Huber, of Lake Charles, has been 
re-elected president of the Louisi- 
ana Automobile Dealers Assn. Jack 
Rogers, of Monroe, was renamed 
vice-president and Louis Mann, 
Baton Rouge, was again elected 
secretary-treasurer. 

Huber addressed a special meet- 
ing of the New Orleans Automo- 
bile Dealers Assn. here, held in 
advance of the state meeting. He 
said a good percentage of mem- 
bership increase had been made 
during the past year. 

The New Orleans association 
named four new directors to the 
state organization. These were I. 
R. Collord, president of the New 
Orleans association; George W. 
Bohn, Glenn S. Cobb and William 
J. Willkomm. 


Mich. to Collect 


A Use Tax on 
Outstate Buyers 


LANSING.—Gov. Dickinson has 
signed the bill whereby the state 
collects a use tax on automobiles 
sold in Michigan to buyers from 
other states. , 

A companion measure requires 
automobile dealers to pay sales 
tax to the secretary of state when 
new car licenses are purchased. 

Rep. Ray M. Barrett has intro- 
duced a bill requiring that every 
automobile sold have dual wind- 
shield wipers and a defrosting 
device to assure 50 square inches 
of clear vision in bad weather. 
At present the law requires only 
a manually-controlled windshield 
wiper. 





built by 
The tire. 
3. Special Service 
ot on feet high 
and weighs 1.500 pounds. It ie eee 
the tire equipment of a gigantic 


WORLD’S LARGEST tire, 
United States Rubber Co. 
known as the U. 
Con-trak-tor, stands seven 


U ae -onstructing 
moving machine used in const aie. 


the Hansen Dam, Southern Califo 
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Repayment Set for Sept. 1; 
Carrier Code Repair Seen 


| Special to Automotive News 


HARRISBURG, Pa.—(UTPS)— 
Arthur H. James this week 


' signed a bill transferring hand t| 


\ the general fund to meet public 


009 from the motor license fund to 


assistance and school needs. 

Passed in the house by a vote 
of 198 to 0 and in the senate by 
a vote of 38 to 2, the measure pro- 
vides for repayment to the motor 
fund not later than Sept. 1. 

The house last week passed fi- 
nally a bill to postpone the motor 


'yehicle registration renewal date 


| limit in 


i from Jan. 


1 to Apr. 1. The vote 
was 193 to 0. 

A bill which removes the time 
which all electrically- 


| operated traffic signals must be 


made to conform with provisions 
of the vehicle code was passed by 
the house by a vote of 195 to 0. 

The emergency gasoline tax bill, 
estimated to yield $28,640,000 a 
biennium, is up in the senate and 
may be passed and sent to the 
governor for his signature this 
week. The bill has already been 
passed by the house. 

Section 1033 of the motor code, 
which concerns car carriers, will 
be repealed, the Pennsylvania 
Automotive Assn. has been as- 
sured. Motor code amendments are 
being given favorable considera- 


_ tion and will undoubtedly be in- 
'cluded in a motor omnibus bill, 


; 


' being considered by 


said C. S. Klugh, association man- 
ager. 

A sharp reduction in Pennsyl- 
vania motor police personnel is 
administra- 


End Seen Near 
In NLRB Hearing 
Of Ford Charges 


WASHINGTON.—Completion of 
National Labor Relations Board 
proceedings against the Ford Mo- 
tor Co. came in sight this week 
following hearing by the full board | 
of final oral arguments on the pro- | 
posed order on charges of er 
labor practices. 

The oral argument was coninet 


| to objections by Ford to a pro- 


| posed list of findings and an order 
) issued by the board Jan. 27. 





This 


‘order directed the company to; 


‘the United 


‘Ford Brotherhood 


“end efforts to interfere with self- 
organization of its employes, to 
stop discouraging membership in 
Automobile Workers, 
recognizing the 
of America, 


to refrain from 


| Inc., and to reinstate with back 


} union 


pay 29 employes discharged for 
activities.” 

Frederick H. Wood, Ford attor- 
hey, summarizing his denial of the 
cherges, dwelt at length upon a 
newspaper interview with Henry 
Ford, copies of which were distrib- 
uted in the Dearborn plant. The 
board alleged that this constituted 
coercion in that it contained the 
statement that employes do not 
have to pay to be employed by the 


| Ford company. 


; 





Continental Motors Plant 


Operations Best Since ’29 


MUSKEGON, Mich.—The Mus- 
kegon plant of Continental Motors 
Corp. is now running at the high- 


est level since 1929. There are 
, 1450 on the payroll. April indi- | 
‘cates a 10 percent increase in! 
| business. 


i 
; 
; 


i 


| day, according to L. B. Kalb, gen- 


Negotiations are under way for | 
the transfer of some of Conti- | 
/ ental Detroit operations to Mus- 
| kegon, which will add another 500 
| fo the payroll. Production at Mus- 
kegon of an engine to operate 
small lighting plants for trailers is 
8oing ahead at the rate of 100 a 


tion leaders seeking to effect econ- 
omies in line with the governor’s 
economy program. Rep. William 
H. Habbyshaw said the matter de- 
pended on what the house appro- 


| priations committee saw fit to give 


the revenue department. 


The 1937 legislature enacted a 
measure merging the state police 
and the highway patrol and in- 
creasing personnel by 500 men to 
1 total of 1,600. 

James said Pennsylvania toll 
bridges should be freed, but it 
“hould be done by the individual 
“ounties. He expressed opposition 
to bills pending in the legislature 
for state purchase of toll bridges 
with motor license funds. 


Meanwhile, another bill author- 
izing freeing of toll bridges as soon 
as they might be acquired was in- 
troduced in the senate last week 
by Senator George B. Stevenson. 





Safety Warning Dud! 

FRANKFORT, Ky. (UTPS). 
—Two men, motoring along a 
Kentucky highway, saw the 


figure of a boy at the side of 
the road. 
Trying to avoid an accident, 


the driver jerked the steering 
wheel and the car overturned. 
Both men were taken to a 
Louisville hospital. 

Police Serg. Bert Hart said 
the “boy” was a life-like metal 
standard designed as a highway 
safety warning. 


Detroit Car Salesmen 
Are Headed by Chalker 


DETROIT.—Officers and direc- 
tors of the Detroit Automobile 
Salesmen’s Assn. were installed 
last week. The officers are: 

William Chalker, president; 
Richard Giddey, vice-president 
and treasurer, and George H. 
Frye, vice-president and secre- 
tary. 





PA. Diverts $3,885,000 More from Motor F und 





Chrysler Sets Modernization 


Of Its Plant in Los Angeles 


LOS ANGELES. —Paul W. 
Gaebelein, vice-precident of 
Chrysler Motors of California, this 
week announced that very shortly 
an extensive modernization and 
improvement program for the Los 
Angeles plant will be undertaken. 

Improvements will include the 
installation of new rustproofing 
and finishing equipment, new ma- 
terial handling equipment, exten- 
sive rearrangement and moderni- 
zation of the passenger car and 
truck assembly lines, new concrete 
receiving and shipping docks in- 
cluding an additional railroad 
track, two large additions to the 
plant, paved parking lot for em- 
ployes, half a mile of concrete 
road on company property, new 
gate house, 45,600 sq. ft. of land- 
scaping including an_ elaborate 
sprinkler system, and new trans- 


former equipment to handle in- 
creased electric energy require- 
ments. 


The new enameling depart- 
ment’s two spray rooms will be 
completely air-conditioned so that 
all air in them will be water 
washed and of proper tempera- 
ture and humidity content. 

In the new sheet metal finish- 
ing department will be installed 
the most modern wiring machines, 
welders, punch presses, metal fin- 
ishers, and conveyors. 


Additions to the plant property 
will amount to almost 17 acres of 
land which will bring the total 
of the Los Angeles plant prop- 
erty up to 44 acres. Extensions of 
the plant buildings will amount 
to 16,000 square feet, making the 
total area of the plant approxi- 
mately 400,000 sq. ft. 


WHEN YOU BUY YOUR NEW CAR 
DON’T FORGET THIS GUARANTEE 


OU MAY BE ABLE to pay cash for your new car. But, 
after you learn our financing charge and the insurance 
coverage, you may prefer to keep your cash in reserve and pay 
for your new car out of your income on the Commercial Credit 
guaranteed monthly payment plan. The total cost is probably 
much less than you imagine. Why not find out? 


Rate Guaranteed— 
No Hidden Charges 


If we handle your time payment transaction 
on your new car through your local dealer, 


We guarantee that you will get exactly the 
coverage you pay for and will not pay any 
more for such insurance than the published 
rates charged by this insurance company for 


the territory in which you live. 


we guarantee that the financing rate you will 
pay does not exceed $6.00 per year per $100 
(50 cents per month) on your original unpaid 
balance plus charge for the insurance you 
receive, payable in 12 to 18 or more equal 
monthly instalments. Some states require a 
small charge for filing, recording or tax, 
which is added. This rate is available on any 
make of new car through acceptable dealers 
anywhere in the United States. No hidden 
charges for ‘“‘investigation’’ or otherwise. 


Insurance That Protects You 


You will receive from one of the largest 
insurance companies an insurance policy or 
certificate. This will protect you against loss 
by fire—actual value; theft—broad form; 
collision—deductible type; and other acci- 
dental physical damage to your new car. 






aL ane 







Not more than 


is 
new © car 
S 00 When your States through any — 
in the Uni rho cial Credit _ re 
offering “° > more than you & _ 
Peet ee se BL lame ee to you will pay yn chi ; that you pay or. 
BASED ON ORIGINAL UNPAID sail get everyt ng 
BALANCE PLUS 


INSURANCE 


Finance Through Your Dealer 


Our many years of experience with millions 
of time payment transactions prove that your 
local dealer can best handle all details of 
financing your new car. He can arrange every- 
thing, at one place, one time. You can depend 
upon the dealer for your financing when he 
gives you Commercial Credit service. 


There are 192 local offices in the United States 
offering Commercial Credit service. These 
offices and their employes are as much a part 
of your community as your druggist or gro- 
cer. They are courteous and helpful. 


You will find it to your advantage to request 
Commercial Credit guaranteed financing serv- 
ice when you buy your new car. 


Chairman of the Board 







financed any where 
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Motors Replace 
Cotton as Top 


U.S. Export Item 


WASHINGTON. — King Cotton, 
historically the United States’ 
leading stock in trade in world 
commerce, gives place to automo- 
biles as the most important Amer- 
ican export in the annual review 
of foreign commerce last year 
compiled by the U. S. chamber of 
commerce this week. 


_ The nation’s chief exports are 
listed by the chamber, in the or-- 
der of their importance, as fol- 
lows: Automobiles, unmanufac- 
tured cotton, leaf tobacco, crude 
petroleum, gasoline, electrical 
machinery, metal - working 
machinery, corn, wheat and agri- 
cultural machinery. In 1937 cot- 
ton was tops. 

“It is of special significance,” 
the chamber comments, “that our 
exports of automobile parts and 
accessories last year had the best 
year since 1929, with the single 
exception of 1937. About 11 per- 
cent of our total production was 
exported. While the value of these 
exports was 22 percent below 
1937, it was 23 percent above the 


cd 


“Tractor . 








Ty ume | LV 
a  O. 
y Be ~~ ~~ y - 


io 


Bre Te 





FIVE OF THESE specially-built covered wagons are being used to transport 
De Soto Cutaway Show Chassis around the country. The “wagons” provide an 


effective and 
display. 


simple way to route chassis from dealer to dealer for showroom 





five-year average of 1933-1937. 
The quantity of passenger cars 
was 2.5 percent greater than the 
five-year average and 29 percent 
below the 1937 figure. Similarly 
our exports of motor trucks were 
14 percent over the five-year 
oe by 30 percent under 


Takes New Offices 


DETROIT.—The Harnischfeger Corp. 
announces the new location of its De- 
troit district offices at 845 Book Bldg. 





. . bah! 


S. C. Committee Okays 
Semi-Annual Inspection 


COLUMBIA, S. C.—The senate 
highways committeee has ap- 
proved the house bill to require 
inspection by the state highway 
department of passenger cars. 

The proposed measure would 
make inspection compulsory twice 
a year, but provides for it to be 
administered free of charge. 


Ain’t I doin’ all right?” 


AYBE an occasional farmer still thinks 
he is doing all right with oxen, but how 
long can he survive? How long can any busi- 
mess survive, under present day conditions, 
when it is satisfied to go along “in the good 


old way,” and not keep step with present 


day trends? Not very long! 


That’s why—good times and bad—we’re con- 
stantly experimenting, constantly developing 
new formulas, constantly adding to our 
plant and our equipment. Only so, are 


we able to satisfy our customers 


in their search for dies which 


will make deeper draws, smoother draws, 


more drawings without repair or replacement. 


Today we have in our line six regular, alloyed 
and electric furnace gray irons. Leading the 
line is LEKTROKAST, the finest electric furnace 


iron possible to produce, and so important to 


our customers that it has its own completely 





and newly equipped division in our plant. 


When next you need castings for dies, we would 
appreciate an opportunity to discuss 
the matter, and to show you that 


one or more of our irons is 


exactly suited to your needs. 


the 


th Dimension 


The News of Automotive Advertising 


By Pete Wembhoff 


Named 

Hugh W. Hitchcock this week 
was appointed admanager of Pack- 
ard Motor Car Co. He’s had 17 
years of auto- 
motive advertis- 
ing experience, 
all of it with 
Packard. 

Starting in 
1922 as a clerk in 
the factory ad- 
vertising depart- 
ment he became 
editor of Packard 
publications, field 
correspondent, 
business manager 
of the department 
and, since 1933, assistant adver- 
tising manager. 

Hitchcock is also well known to 
the automotive advertising fra- 
ternity through his work on 
various committees for joint ad- 
vertising projects in behalf of the 
industry. 





Hitchcock 


Golden 
Golden anni edition of Daily 
Oklahoman, Oklahoma _ City, 


didn’t let down J. I. Meyerson, 
sales and promotion mer. of 
paper, who several weeks ago 
outlined the issue to automotive 
men in Detroit. 

Special, published last Sunday 
(23), ran 292 pages in 15 sec- 
tions. Included spiffy art and 
color to introduce each section, 
and covered every phase of 
Oklahoma’s history, etc. 


Talks 


Paul W. Garrett, GM’s public 
relations chief, will talk on ‘“Ad- 
vertising Today Builds Tomor- 
row’s Prosperity” at 35th annual 
convention of Advertising Fed- 
eration of America in New York 
June 18-22. 

Other talks will be given by 
George W. Sokolsky, writer; Bruce 
Barton, prez of Batten, Barton, 
Durstine & Osborn agency: and 
Sir William Crawford, English ad 
agency head. 


Scoop? 

Bill Sherman’s definition of a 
doubtful scoop in news stories: 

“He scored many _ 1/scoops 
(fractional, partial scoops; looks 
like a story upsidedown). Mathe- 
matically-minded, might call ’em 
‘reciprocal scoops’.” 


Mag 


A new pictuure magazine, pub- 
lished monthly in the interest of 
Pontiac car owners and called 
“Pontiac Owners’ Magazine” will 
make its bow in May. 

Mailing lists are to be kept 
up in co-operation with Pontiac 
dealers, the publication to be 
sent to those Pontiac owners se- 
lected by the dealers. It is ex- 
pected that the first issue will go 
out to some 300,000 owners of 
1937, ’38 and ’39 Pontiacs. 

Timely news pictures from all 
parts of the country will feature 
the publication, along with arti- 
cles of current interest. Included 
among the regular contributors 
will be Ted Husing, sports an- 
nouncer, who will supply a month- 
ly sports column. Lela Rogers, 
mother of Ginger Rogers, will be 





on what is happening in . 
wood. Julia Lord, suthoriiy wy 
gardening and flowers, will serve 
as horticultural editor. H, E 
Kramer. vriter on business sub- 
jects, will provide instructive jn- 
formation on many matters of in- 
terest to the general public, 


Hudson Appoints 
Sales Managers 


For 3 Regions 


DETROIT.—Important appoint- 
ments in the sales department of 
the Hudson Motor Car Co. were 
announced this 
week by George 
H. Pratt, general 
sales manager, 

The _ appoint- 
ments arein 
connection with 
the realignment 
cf sales depart- 
ment activities in 
preparation for 
one of the most 
aggressive mer- 
chandising eras 
in the company’s 
30-year history. 

H. F. Byrne was named eastern 
sales manager with headquarters 
in Detroit. C. G. 
Beeching be- 
comes midwest 
sales manager, 
also with head- 
quarters in De- 
troit. Howard P. 
Grove was 


(A 





H. F. Byrne 





C. G. Beeching 


named Pacific 
coast sales man- 





ager with head- 
quarters in Los 
Angeles. 


All three men 
have long and 
successful rec- 
ords, Byrne having been with the 
company 17 years, Beeching 12 
years and Grove eight years. 


Dealers Review 


N. H. Legislation 


MANCHESTER, N. H. (UTPS). 
More than 250 automobile dealers 
and salesmen from all over New 
Hampshire attended a special din- 
ner meeting of the New Hamp- 
shire Automobile Dealers’ Assn. in 
the Rice-Varick hotel here, at 
which there was a discussion of 
automotive bills pending in the 
state legislature. 

Leigh S. Hall, of Concord, 
president of the state association, 
reviewed the pending legislation, 
after which there was an open dis- 
cussion of problems. 


Plan Novel Display 


NEW YORK.—Caterpillar Tractor Co., 
with space on the 40th floor of the 
Empire State building, is reported to 
have leased space for a novel show- 
room and branch office on_ the 80th 
floor of the same building, with a large 
show window fronting on the elevator 
corridor, where more than_ 1,000, 
visitors annually change elevators. The 
space, involving a large section of the 
floor, has extra high ceilings and other 


H. P. Grove 





read in each issue with comments unusual features. 


Correct Last Years Mistakes 
You Cannot Afford to Guess 








A request on your letterhead will oring you FREE 
Chapter No. 1 of a practical Home Study Course in 


BETTER BUSINESS MANAGEMENT 
for 
RETAIL AUTOMOBILE DEALERS 


conducted entirely by mail. 
F. ELWOOD HUNT & ASSOCIATES 
540 No. Michigan Ave., Chicago, Iil. 


Automotive Specialists in Business Management and Accounting 








Tolly- 
yY on 
serve 
iy, 
sub- 
'e in- 
of in- 





hing 


acific 
man- 
ead- 

Los 


men 
and 
ec- 
1 the 
zy 12 


tion, 
tion, 
dis- 


: Co., 
' the 
1d to 
how- 
80th 
large 
vator 


¢ the 
other 


By D. M. Trepp 

i Staff Correspondent 
SEATTLE. — Caravaning used 
vars into this market is now on a 
large scale, which is in decided 
ontrast to last year, when there 
yas no caravaning whatsoever. 
Basic cause is the high used car 
ices prevalent in this sector, 
shich is the direct result of wild 
frrading and over-allowances. 
Dealers are getting cars at too 
high an appraisal and try to un- 
nad them so as to suffer no in- 
ventory loss. 

So the field is fertile for the 
ravaner, and among them the 
jy-by-nighter. The large-scale in- 
jux of used cars by the caravan 
‘ute from the middlewest—many 
fom Chicago and Indiana—is a 
jy in the ointment of local estab- 
lished dealers -who do not indulge 
n this practice. 

The caravan law is not so severe 
mn used car importations, the main 
requirement being a $1,000 surety 
ond which costs only a few dol- 
ars. This is to insure title and 
protect purchasers to that extent. | 
The bond has the tendency to) 
stablish responsibility. Dealers 
must pay an annual $250 license 
fe to caravan new cars, and that 
makes it a “horse of a different 
olor.” 

“When used car prices reach a! 
ertain point it makes it inviting | 
0 caravan from the cheaper 
narkets,” declared Carl Heussy, 
nanager of the Washington Auto- 

































enkins toHead | 
Willys-Overland | 


Sales in Canada 


TOLEDO.—A. F. Jenkins, of 
Vinnipeg, Manitoba, former do- 
ninion sales manager of Chrysler 
f Canada, Ltd., this week joined | 
the Willys Export | 
Corp. as sales 
manager for 
Canada. 
Announcement | 
of Jenkins ap-| 
pointment was 
made here by 
Ralph J. Archer. 
vice - president 
and general man- 
ager of the Willys 
Export Corp. 

Jenkins’ early 
career included 
extensive mechanical experience 
lvith learning the trade of machin- 
st and toolmaker. He subsequently 
had railroad experience before 
vorking for Chalmers Motors in 
‘rious capacities for several 
ears. He then became production 
uperintendent of Continenta: Mo- 
ors and in 1917 general superin- 
indent of the Dort Motor Car Co. 
‘t Flint, Mich. 

In 1924 Jenkins joined the 
‘hrysler Corp. in Detroit, later 
vas transferred to the New York 
iffice and subsequently to Chrys- 
er of Canada, Ltd., as dominion 
hales manager, a capacity in which 
ne served for several years. Since 
leaving Chrysler he has been a 
fistributor for Hudson. 


A. F. Jenkins 






Bantam Appoints 


New Distributors 


| BUTLER, Pa.—The American 
Bantam Car Co. announces the 
’ppointment of the following dis- 


‘tibutors during the past week: 
| Santeiu Motor Sales, Indianapolis; W. G 
aswell, Sudbury, Ont.; W. R. Reece Mo 


‘°r Co., Mobile, Ala.: Private Car 5x- 
thange," Dayton, O.; Roddey Motor Co 
Columbia, S. C 





\ Dealers have been named in the 
Ollowing cities: 


Morris Street Garage, Yonkers, N. Y 


*ving Helner, Dearborn, Mich.; True 
‘alue Motors, Tampa, Fla.; Moe Goyette. 
Spencer, Ia.: Sanzenbacher Motor Co 
jYarren, O.: Bantam Sales Co., Philadel- 
*hia; Marshall’s Garage, Seattle, Wash 
Hookers Garage. Hornell N Y.;: Earl 
lennings. Michigan City, Ind; Fred Har- 


°W, El Reno, Okla 
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| ~ Wild Trading Floods Seattle with Caravaned Cate 
High Prices for Used Cars 


motive Trade Assn., the dealer or- 
ganization, who has just returned 
from the NADA convention in San 
Francisco. 

“Legal restrictions and_ safe- 
guards can do only so much,” he 
told Automotive News. ‘When 
prices are too high this practice is 
bound to start, just as water seeks 
its level. Caravaning usually fol- 
lows a period of splurging in over- 
allowances.” 

On the matter of over-allow- 
ances, it is of interest to note the 
result of a Will Mark survey in 
Seattle and Tacoma. This was re- 
ported to the NADA after the con- 
vention, and is said to have de- 
veloped surprising, almost unbe- 
lievable, variations in allowances 
by dealers in these two cities, the 
range running from a $275 to $550 
allowance on the same 1936 Chev- 


Tasiie Influx of Caravaners 











Workers Get 25 Cents 


For a Daily Shower 
CLEVELAND.—Employes of 
Cleveland Graphite & Bronze 
Co. are “cleaning up” under a 
new safety plan which pays off 
at “two-bits a bath.” 

Because they work in high 
temperatures or under expos- 
ure to various dusts, fumes or 
gases, the firm offered each a 
daily 25-cent bonus for taking 
a shower bath before going 
home. It extended, in addition, 
15 minutes of “company time” 
to splash in. 

The plan reduces occupa- 
tional diseases, it is reported. 





Opens New Branch 


NEW YORK.—Celebrating his 24th 
year as a Ford representative, Leo 
Harris, operator of Harris Motors, an- 
nounces the opening of a new branch 
at 247 Park Ave. 


William Ogg Fitzgerald's famous car- 
tvons appear exclusively in Automo- 
tive News. 


CIT Contest to Encourage 
Finance Company Service 


NEW YORK.—CIT’s nationwide 
cash prize contest for retail auto- 
mobile salesmen opened this week 
and will carry through six weeks 
to May 31. After the close of the 
contest a total of $5,000 will be 
distributed as follows: First prize, 
$250; second, $200; third, $150; 
fourth, $100; fifth, $75; sixth, $50; 
and 167 honorable mentions of $25 
each. 

The contest has been designed 
to encourage the automobile deal- 
ers’ salesmen as well as dealers in 
their guidance of purchasers’ 
choices regarding financing serv- 
ice. 

In announcing the contest to 
automobile dealers doing business 
with CIT, Arthur O. Dietz, presi- 
dent of CIT Corp., explained that 
it was another of a series of proj- 
ects which CIT had developed to 
enable the dealer to control his 


financing and maintain a full and 
well-rounded service for his cus- 
tomers. 


The terms and conditions of the 
contest show that salesmen may 
count all new car sales, every sale 
counting two points. If a new car 
is financed through CIT, it counts 
an additional 10 points, or a total 
of 12 points. 


Prizes will be awarded on the 
basis of total points and in the 
case of ties, the determining fac- 
tor will be a 300-word statement 
which must be submitted by each 
contestant “of the methods and 
sales arguments used in present- 
ing the advantages of finance 
company plans over bank plans.” 


The truck section of Automotive 
News is the only publication edited 
entirely for the truck, trailer and 
truck equipment dealer. 


rolet. 


REG. U. S. PAT. OFF. 


MADE ORDINARY RIGID 
SAFETY GLASS OBSOLETE 


In April 1933 Plexite established a 
standard of protection as far ahead of 
the commonly used rigid safety glass 
as rigid safety glass was ahead of 
ordinary window or plate glass... 
Today, Plexite remains the glass of 
exclusive, superior advantages. 





This is what happens when a sack of 
shot equal to the weight of a man’s 
head is dropped on Plexite. Plexite 
yields and cushions the blow. 





Rigid safety glass tested with the same 
sack of shot dropped from the same 
height causes a solid, jagged break. 





A 1% pound steel ball dropped from 
30 feet cannot penetrate Plexite. 





The same ball dropped from the same 
height dashes rigid safety glass into a 
shower of sharp edged pieces. 
Plexite is a unique product made in 
a unique way with every advantage ot 
any competitive product plus a num- 


ber of exclusive Plexite features. It is 
a permanently clear, permanently safe 
glass which can be easily and quickly 
installed, yet costs no more. 


IT ROLLS LIKE A RUG 


mene OSCAR CHANGED 


AN INDUSTRY 





IN 1935 HE DEMONSTRATED THE WORLD’S 


FIRST FLEXIBLE SAFETY GLASS PLEXITE 


THE SAFER SAFETY GLASS 


Tas dha 


LER PE race Ue Cer il mae Tes 
Company, made his first public appearance in their 
booth at the Pittsburgh Automobile Show. He has been 
TU CRS ee Ce uel ys 





IN 1939 everyone finally admits that Oscar A. Plexite 
the hard headed dummy, was right. In the movies. in 
magazines and at national conferences he demonstrates 
that only a flexible safety glass is really safe 


PLEXITE has been used consistently since 1935 in the 
more modern airplanes, buses, streamline trains and other vehicles 


Tw As) 
aan 


We congratulate 
other members 
= we = of the glass in- 

“Ga a ——~ dustry on their 
recent and almost unanimous swing 
toward flexible safety glass ... Their 
decision to produce a Plexite type of 
glass should save the lives and limbs 
of countless motorists ... It was in- 
evitable that other manufacturers 
would follow the lead of the Ameri- 
canWindowGlassCompany;for only 


Plexite (1) was “scatter-proof” even 
in very cold weather (2) gave like a 
net on impact and cushioned the 
blow (3) was “blotch-proof”. Then, 
too, Plexite has a much greater resist- 
ance to penetration than ordinary 
rigid safety glass and is sound dead- 
ening ... Plexite is today “the safer 
safety glass”. It can be approached 
but never copied entirely in its re- 
finements. Write for free literature 
and learn the amazing Plexite facts. 


AMERICAN WINDOW GLASS COMPANY pittssurcu, Pa. 


PIONEERS IN THE DEVELOPMENT OF FLEXIBLE SAFETY GLASS AND MANU- 
FACTURERS OF IMPROVED LUSTRAGLASS, THE ULTRA-VIOLET RAY WINDOW 
GLASS, A PLATE-LIKE GLASS AT WINDOW GLASS PRICES. 
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—more $ $$ 


for Dealers! 


—Yued Car Merchandising 










—more $3 $§$ 
for Dealers! 





Dealer’s Used Car Turnover Av 


Systematic Merchandising 


Builds Profits in Illinois 


OAK PARK, Ill.—An average 
turnover of used car stock every | 
23 days during the winter months | 
from Oct. 1 through Mar. 31. 

This may sound like an ideal 
goal to be aimed at and never) 
reached. However, it is the actual 
accomplishment of the Suburban | 
Pontiac Co. here. 

Here’s the record: 


Sales Stock 
October 1938 25 24 
November 1938 40 28 
December 1938 39 29 
January 1939 45 25 
February 1939 27 33 
March 1939 58 29 


“There is nothing mysterious or 


magical about this record,” ac-| 


cording to A. A. Hill, president 


and general manager of Suburban. | 


“In fact, the answer to this satis- 
factory handling of what is so 
commonly called a ‘problem’ of 
the automobile business, can be 
given in one sentence. 


“We carry out, to the best of! 


our ability, the known requisites 
for successful used car merchan- 
dising. 

“Experience has shown us,” Hill 
continued, “that there are a few 
fundamentals that must be ob- 
served if the desired results are 
to be obtained. I would list these 
fundamentals as follows: 

] “Buying—Care must be exer- 


cised in the selection of the} 





used cars to be taken in trade. 
We want only cars for which there 
is a good market. We usually find 
that the leading cars in new car 
sales are also the best sellers on 
the used car market. In addition, 
we always try to keep our used 
car stock well balanced as to 
makes and models. 
2 “Reconditioning—Too much im- 
portance cannot be attached to 
the value of prompt, thorough re- 
conditioning. Through the use of 
a separate staff of men for this 
work, it is possible for us to make 
it a rule that any used car, with 
the exception of those that may 
be badly wrecked, must be ready 
for sale on the third day after it 
is taken into our stock. We insist 
on a thorough job, both inside 


and out. When the car is finished, | 


in it, regardless of age. If a used 
car is not worth fixing up right, 
it should be junked at the start 
and not after it is held for two or 
thrce months with no buyers. 
“Displaying—The cars, once re- 
conditioned, must be adequate- 


| ly displayed to the public. And by 
| adequately displayed I mean dis- 


played in such a way that the 


| public cannot help but see them, 
| even though they may not be look- 
|ing for used cars. We are fortu- 
| nate in having a fine lot right next 


to our salesroom and it is our 
practice to have a_ presentable 
variety of cars on this lot every 
day of the year. These cars are 
driven into our building every 
night and recleaned before being 
put on our lot the following day. 
4 “Pricing—Prices should always 

be in line with the local market 
and several leaders should always 
be priced below the market. If a 
car stays in our stock longer than 


|10 days after it is made ready, 


usually a price revision is made. 
Before a car becomes 30 days old 
some sort of an attractive bonus 
is placed on it so that the sales- 
man will have an added incentive 
to sell it. 
5 “Selling—A used car selling or- 
ganization, capable of handling 
the volume desired, must be built 
up. I believe this is an age of 
specialists and I insist on having 
men who are specialists in selling 
used cars. I believe that the day 
when we can expect satisfactory 
results from the combination new 
and used car salesmen, has gone 
with the depression. There must 
be enough men in my used car 
selling organization so that each 
man can spend half his time on 
the outside, following up leads 
and digging up prospects. 


6 “Advertising — Daily promo- 
tional activities must be kept 
going at all times. I find that in 
my locality newspaper advertising 
pulls well, and I use it consist- 
ently. In addition to this, as soon 
as a car comes into my stock, mail 
activity on that particular car is 
started. The salesman who is on 


it must be in such condition that | the floor or lot is constantly at 


a potential buyer can take pride | 


this kind of work. 


CLARKE TROLLERS 


MAKE MONEY 
for 
Automobile Dealers 


v 


Lightest Outboards in the 
World for Their Power 
v 


Twin (alternate firing) 3 h.p. 


Weighs 18 pounds 


Single, 1.3 h.p. Weighs 1012 Ibs. 


v 


PEOPLE FLOCK INTO YOUR . 
SHOWROOM to see these most 
‘ modern motors. They make you 


Twin Troller 


(alternate firing) 


a profit and get you car prospects. 
. 


Get our dealer proposition and sell this simple, safe, clean, 
reliable motor — Get those direct and indirect profits. 


CLARKE ENGINEERING CO. 


6903 East Lafayette 


Detroit, Michigan 








other 
tires carry the usual w 
was announced. 


USED CAR LOT of the Suburban Pontiac Co., Oak Park, Hl, which has | 





maintained a 23-day turnover in used cars all through the winter. 





Fair’s Benefits to Industry 
Numbered in Millions 


Special to Automotive News 

NEW YORK.—Just as the auto- 
motive industry stands in the 
front row of major contributors to 
the New York World’s Fair of 
1939, so too will it be one of the 
principal beneficiaries. Every 
branch of the automotive industry 
will share in the fair’s stimulation 
of sales and service business. 

Of greater basic importance, al- 
though less immediately apparent, 
will be the better understanding 
of industry which the 60,000,000 
visitors will receive from numer- 
ous exhibits illustrating the vast 
employment opportunities created 
by industrial progress, and the 
general importance of industry to 
national welfare and improved 
standards of living for all. 

Great Benefits Seen 

The extent to which automobile 
sales will be boosted by the fair 
is, of course, a matter of much 
conjecture, and it is impossible to 
predict with certainty any up- 
trend percentage to be anticipated. 
Those in the industry and eco- 
nomic statisticians generally, how- 
ever, are unanimous in their be- 
lief that the exposition will bring 
a wealth of increased strength to 
an already forward moving auto- 
mobile market, not only in the 
New York metropolitan area but 
throughout the entire nation. 

Observers recall that automobile 
sales in the Chicago area during 
the 1933 fair there ran 40 percent 
above the preceding year, while 
nationwide sales reflected a 17 
percent gain. Because of currently 
favorable inventory conditions and 
a generally optimistic outlook, it 
is predicted the New York area 
upturn this year will show a 
higher percentage gain than that 
recorded during the previous Chi- 
cago Fair experience, with national 
figures running higher on a pro- 
portionate basis. 

Ways in which the fair will 
tend to stimulate automobile sales 
are many. Probably the most im- 
portant of these are estimates that 
the big show will incite a $10,- 
000,000,000 nationwide business 
turnover, and that visitors will 
shell out $1,000,000,000 cold cash 
in the New York City area. It is 
Ford’s Dealers 

e > 
Now Retailing 
rygve 
Company Tires 

DEARBORN.—Ford tires, form- 
erly available only as_ original 
factory equipment on Ford cars, 
now may be purchased at retail 
for replacement use, from Ford, 
Mercury, Lincoln-Zephyr and Lin- 
coln dealers, it is announced by 
the Ford Motor Co. here. 

The announcement said _ that 
four and six-ply black sidewall 
tires and four-ply white sidewall 
tires are available, all in 6.00x16 


size. Prices are in line with the 
standard makes and the 


arranty, it | 


certain that automobile sales rooms 
not only in New York but 
throughout the country — will 
eventually become stations on the 
routes of many of the dollars to 
be shoved in circulation by fair 
visitors, as well as by the count- 
less number of persons whose in- 
comes have been boosted directly 
or indirectly as a result of the ex- 
position’s creation and operation. 
A further sales uptrend source 
will be the actual fair exhibits of 
General Motors, Ford and Chrys- 
ler, none of which have pinched 
pennies in preparing to tell their 
stories. At least one-third of the 
60,000,000 anticipated total num- 
ber of patrons are expected to 
travel through the exhibit build- 
ings of these three manufacturers. 
Obviously, with some 20,000,000 
persons — already in a spending 
frame of mind—journeying through 
the unprecedentedly attractive 
displays of these automobile pro- 
ducers, potential customers will be 
created on a wholesale basis. 


Many Sales Possible 

Many of the visitors now arriv- 
ing here to witness the fair already 
purchased new cars and trailers 
before starting their journey from 
other states. Still others will have 
worn out their cars by the time 
they get back home and will thus 
become live prospects for new 
sales. In other direct and indirect 
ways will this fair steer dollars 
into automobile sales rooms. 

Sales impetus of the fair will 
even be reflected in automotive 
export sales, because the par- 
ticipation of 62 foreign nations has 
stimulated employment in those 
lands and put new funds into the 
pockets of their peoples. 

Service business will reap a 
previously unparalleled bonanza 
from the fair. It is conservatively 
estimated that some _ 3,000,000 
private automobiles will bring a 
total of 12,750,000 persons to the 
fair from outside this area. To 
what extent traffic already in the 
New York metropolitan § section 
will be stimulated by the exposi- 
tion would require a battery of 
adding machines to estimate. All 
of these vehicles must be fueled. 
serviced and parked. 

Expenditure Is Justified 





While the automotive and re- 
lated industries have made a 
heavy investment in exhibits at 


the fair and have spent freely in 
its promotion, there is no room 
for doubt that the return will 
more than justify the expenditure 
from the pecuniary viewpoint. 
Of more far reaching and 
permanent significance, however, 
than the immediate dollars and 
cents profits envisioned as a re- 
sult of the fair will be the edu- 
cational effect of the exhibits in 
setting the record straight with 
the public as to the great con- 
tributions of industry to the 
American way of living, and the 
continued progress which will re- 
sult from an expanding economy 
under the fundamental ideals of 
democratic government. 
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Ford Will Begin" 
likew! 
ord Will Begin cx 
° ' 
Mass Production = “4 
| able i 
Of New Tractor 7%. 
DETROIT.—Henry Ford an. | Jesse" 
nounced Friday that the Ford evils— 
Motor Co. will begin immediate | 29¢&S: 
mass production of a new light- Dea 
weight tractor, designed on 4g | the P 
simple new principle. of th 
The new machine incorporates a | lows: 
plowing system invented by Harry | Alb 
Ferguson, of Belfast, Ireland, Ford | ‘ . 
explained. It weighs 1,700 pounds! Ple 
and draws a plow or other imple- | chang 
ment by means of a hydraulic lift | mobil 
which keeps the implement at a | check 
constant level as the tractor moves | bran¢ 
forward. , stock: 
A fault of the old Fordson trac- | only | 
tor was its tendency to rear on its and t 
rear wheels under a heavy pull, | year’ 
Ford said. A coupling which is | Febrt 
raised or lowered at the touch of | perce 
a lever by the operator of the new }| Mare 
tractor removes this defect by | over 
throwing the center of pull upon Du 
the front wheels. new 
“Instead of a tractor weighing | hand: 
about 3,000 pounds, we expect ours | positi 
to come out at about 1,700 pounds, | than 
and we are working to produce } 1934. 
even lighter metals to reduce that | the 1 
weight,” Ford said. | been 
The tractor is powered by a} 
four-cylinder motor and has four | Wye 
wheels instead of the three- | 
wheeled Fordson unit of which | Du 
Ford said he had manufactured | has 
900,000. mg 
“It uses a principle which pulls | aa 
the plow point into the ground in- | j, th 
stead of out of the ground, as is } a be 
now done,” he said. “There can | days 
be no rearing of the front end of ! Poa 
the tractor when the implement | declii 
strikes an obstruction in the! qj. 
ground.” | but 1 
Ford did not set a price on the | sales 
new tractor, declaring only that it used 
would be sold ‘tas cheaply as pos- of tl 
sible.” 
are | 
rov 
Chexall Book Out non 
CHICAGO.—The 1939 Chexall Acces- | bala 
sory Blue Book, with new features, | tions 
makes its appearance this year in | 
ample time for effective merchan-| Ne 
dising use during the spring change- | norm 
over and tuneup season, and for use | the s 
with the touring trade to and from? . : 
the World's Fairs. ; IS O} 
——— | lowe 
To feel the pulse of the industry, con- § com} 
sistent reading of Automotive News is | cars. 
4 necessity. ; 
GO | Nor 
uipost of HAWAIN x. 
5 perce 
IN NEW YORKS ‘33: 
| 2 25 pe 
j//A Back 
4 ' sales 
Us 
Jj inn 
doll 
year 
quar 
4] Same 
4 first 
1936 
: ported direct: © 
: fromthefamous - U 
: Islands for your ; 
-; enjoyment in; i 
3 ! tak 
Ca’ 
the 
Today, Honolulu hospitality | | Ma 
—renowned among travelers) | Ap 
—extends all the way to New Ma 
York! Visitors to both agree | Jur 
that you find the same warm | Jul 
ki The} | Au 
ind of welcome at +e) Se 
Lexington — just stop at this | a 
friendly hotel and quickly | No 
find it out for yourself! Con- De 
veniently located in the heart Jar 
of the Grand Central area || poy 
Ma 
Ap 
HOTEL LEXINGTON. || 9 
Lexington Ave. at 48th St., New York 4 
Charles E. Rochester, Vice-President & Managing Director} 193 
ave 
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Used Car 
Positions 
On Upswing 


DETROIT.—Noticeable gains, 
not only in used car positions but 
likewise in new car sales, are re- 
ported this week by dealers from 
various sections o fthe country. 


While there has been a notice- 





| able increase in sales of used cars, 


nple- | 
¢ lift | 


loves 


\cces- 
tures, 
ar in 
chan- 
ange- 
r use 


|} there has been no corresponding 


lessening of the current used car 
evils—wild trading and overallow- 
ances, dealers report. 

Dealer reports received during 
the past week from various parts 
of the United States are as fol- 
lows: 


Albany 

Pleased to report a very decided 
change for the better in the auto- 
mobile industry in the East. In 
checking figures of the automobile 
branches in this territory, new car 
stocks in the hands of dealers are 
only 71 percent of last year’s stock 
and the used car 79 percent of last 
year’s stock. While January and 
February only show about a 20 
percent increase in new cars, 
March shows a 75 percent increase 
over last March. 

Due to the smaller number of 
new and used cars in the dealers’ 
hands, it is understood the cash 
position of the dealers is better 
than it has been any time since 
1934. Likewise, the dealer is in 
the best frame of mind he has 
been in a long time. 


Wyoming 

During the last 30 days there 
has been a marked increase in 
sales of new cars in all parts of 
the state, the increase averaging 


‘about 30 percent over the sales 





i 
i 
' 


from | 


mo) epee. 


in the prior period. There appears 
to be slight slump in the last 10 
days but this is probably due to 
inclement weather rather than a 
decline in business. 

Used car sales have improved 
but not in proportion to new car 
sales, resulting in an increased 
used car inventory in every part 
of the state. Present indications 
are that used car sales will im- 
prove in the near future, which 
should result in a fairly well- 
balanced operation in most sec- 
tions. 

New car inventories are about 
normal for this time of year and 
the sentiment of dealers generally 
is optimistic, although prices al- 


, lowed on trade-ins is high as 
con- 


All 


| 1938. New car sales, first quarter, 
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compared with sale prices of used 


Northern California 


New car stocks are about 25 
percent lower than same period 


25 percent above same period 1938. 
Each 10-day period shows greater 
sales than the preceding 10 days. 

Used car stocks 20 percent less 


4 in number, but about the same in 


dollar volume than same period a 
year ago. Used car sales, first 
quarter, 25 percent better than 
same period last year; also best 
reer in used car sales since 





Used Car Index 


The average used car prices, 
taken from the weekly Used 
Car Selling Prices chart, shows 
the following: 


High Low 
Mar. Average...... 551 494 
Apr. Average...... 549 494 
May Average...... 542 487 
June Average...... 527 478 
July Average...... 525 469 
Aug. Average...... 528 449 
Sept. Average...... 515 441 
Oct. Average...... 492 425 
Nov. Average...... 481 412 
Dec. Average...... 462 399 


Jan. Average (’39) .*585 *512 
Feb. Average (’39) . 578 519 
Mar. Average (°39) . 573 508 


Apr. 1, 1939........ 566 500 
Ree. G, 8608.......- 549 496 
Apr. 15, 1939....... 572 505. 


*Offering of higher - priced 
1938 models has lifted national 
average. 

OEE 


a 





Atlanta Georgian, American; Philadelphia En- 


Actual top and bottom prices on 1936, 1937 

and 1938 Used Cara, a sdvertioed in local = = quirer; Pittsburgh Press, Sun Telegraph: 

newspapers of current week. SEDAN prices $e ar e in rices Cleveland Plain Dealer; Detroit News; Chicago 

: ; Cincinnati Post; St. Louis 

only used in this comparison. Newspapers co- ao. concaae . Peet a naan 
obe Democrat; env 3 


operati : lobe; N York ® ® * 
| Times, "Sousnal « Anneaione, “world - Telegram; As Advertised, Week Ending April 15, 1939 Times, Daily News, Examiner; Seattle Times. 








MAKE Boston N.Y. Atlanta Phila. Pittsbrg. Cleve. Detroit Chicago Cinti. St.Louis Denver Los Ang. Seattle Nat Av. 

Buick “40” '38]795- 695-795 695-775 735-745 745-865|645-747 625-675 |675-725/765-795)785- _|775-795|745-845|825-895| 726-790 
'37)595-625 595-625 595-665 585-645|595-625|475-625|545-575 |595-625|575-600/595-645.625- |665- _|645-695|585-635 

'36)445-465 465-485 475-395-475 475-495|365-475|365-410 |445-495/450-475, - —|445-450.485-565.575- [440-488 

Buick “50-60” 38] - (795-885, - 795-845, - | - (695- (795-825) - | - | - | = | =  |%70-852 
'37)645-  625-675.665-  |635-6651645-725|795- | - (675- (665-695, - 695-795|645-675| - 652-712 

"361545- 405-545/525- (445-495) - | - | - | - (485- | - | = | - | ~ (475-528 

Chevrolet Master Deluxe 38] - 595-545-595 535-545 525-575/495-575/485-545 595- —525-595|535-615|595-635 585-685 625-665|550-602 
'97f425- 459-445-495 425-475 395-495 449-475 375-445 447-475 395-489 425-485 |495-545 425-565 ,525-595/435-500 

36) -  |295-3451300-325/295-345|325-395|295- 325- |320-346/345-375,365- |445-  |435-445/326-376 

Chrysler Six 38] ~ 645-695 635-645 695-725725- (585-665 645-675 675-695/625-745 695-745, -  |675-725/653-704 
iii '97)565- 529-475-565 525-575 485-575/455-575 475-525 525-595|495-545\495-565/595- |545- |595- [506-570 

36] - | -  |875- 365-375/395-440/395-425|325-395, - | - | - | - (|495- |465- (371-433 

Chrysler Eight . eee ee Se ee ee - {| - | = |945- |795- | = (795-845 
'$7)575-599 499-559|595- |565- |775-  (775- | = - =| = - ~— 65-595, - | - (695- (675-725|596-671 

36] - | -  |395-425/495- |395- | | | - |550- | - (428-490 

De Soto 38) - | - (625-695675-  |595-599|595-695|625- 685- 645-695 -  (695- (700-795, -  |631-694 
°379535- |499- _|465-525495-545|495-525|395-545/445- (595-  |445-525/475-545 545-595 /595-599|595-625|495-560 

'36]  -  (379- _ |375-395|395-445|395-475|395-415/325-385| - |250-350|395-425, -  |475-  |425-475|370-427 

Dodge 38]595-655 580-615 |625-695 585-615 585-595|/535-695|595-  |665- | - — |625-675|675-695|665-695|675-765|613-670 
°37]495-575 469-510 475-550 445-485 |475-545/395-545|445-475 525-575/475-500 495-525, - — |545-565|575-610|484-540 

°364425-475400-  |325-385/345-395 395-445|315-425/325-375 |325-345|339-395/375-425,385-  |375-435/425- |360-411 

Ford Standard 38)495-525425-465475- 495-  |475-495|350-497/425-445 |525-  |415-465/465-485565- [549- | -  |447-502 
°37]325-375 335-375|325-365 345-365 295-345|295-375|275-325 |375-395/295-329|365-  |375-425|375-395|415-425|336-375 

36] - 160-225 225-245 225-265|145-249/165-225/175-225 |245- |185-249/225- | - | - (|310- (195-222 

Ford Deluxe 38 525-575 489-595/575-595 565-  (525-585|450-535/545-  |545-595/550-565 525-545 615-685/565-739|675- (540-608 
°37]395-445 395-465 395-425 395- _ |375-425/395-445 365-395 425-445/369-395|425-  |510-  |465-489|495-  |400-450 

°36]295- 295-370 325-345 295-325 \285-320/265-325250- |325- _ |275-325|275-295|365-395|329-365|375-395|303-344 
































Graham m - | - | = | = | = fe [| = | = | - [| - | = | = | = 
——___________ +33) - | - | - (895- | - (465- (345- (545- | - | - | ~- (505- |  - (402-570 
°361385- | - |  -  (250-335/295- |285- |225- |295-  (295- | - | -  |395- | - (270-352 














































Hudson Six *38[635-645  - 595-595-650 - (495-695 -  (625-  (595- | | - | - [583-654 

"37 - (59S-(445-545.485- | - (5 65-569/395-445 /565-(475-_ | - | - | | -(A98-5 88 

"36)375- 465-  325-  —«-365- —«| ~—s- ~—=«4(365-425|275-325 375- (245-295 - | - | -  +~| ~~ (825-377 
Hudson Eight 3a) - =| - | - i(6%5- | - | - | - | + (695- | - (875- | - |  - (685-875 
tai aa °37)525-695 650-  625- 600- | - | - (545- | - | - (625- | - | - +~| ~- (594-657 
aeaoa_deeamieemenaeaen soy - (450- | - {| - | - {| = {| . | - | - |  - 495- | - | - (450-495 
Hudson Terraplane 38 - | - | ~~ ~ ~+(495-525 = ((595- —475-525/585- | - | - | - (695-  (675-685|560-605 
pi eRIRede °37)529-569| - —(450- —«(335- ——(|425-495/395-495/425- _|425-465'375-435445- 445-4951495- 585-423-498 

"369325- | - ~—| = —*285- | = «325 -345/225-245 395- —|265-3251265-2951375- |348-  |425-445/308-346 
LaSalle "38(895-995 - |= 885- | -GS- = 895- =| - 995 - -  |895-947/995- |867-983 





"37675-725735- 675- 645-6 95-725/775- 565-625 695-725/685-775745- _745-7951695-165 175-825|685-747 
°361495-525529-(525- —1485- ——-1445-495/575- —445- —(|445-5251435-475| - (595-  |595-  |565-595|485-545 































































Lincoln-Zephyr "38[ - 625-935 = - =~ 945- - (895-997, - 995- 985- - | = (985-995 1045- [887-984 
37] - 595- (595-665585- | - |595-675|595-645 (625-675 595-695 625-685 675-195 695-745|745-825|633-700 
°361445-  465- | - =| =~ s*445- ~=—*((465-565/425-445| - (465-495) - -  |525-565|545-595/474-522 

Nash-LaFayette 38] - - ee ee Se ae 
37f - | - 445-465) - 445 -475/425- (425-465'395-495/475- | - | - | - [427-475 
36] - | - (345- | - | - (845-875\825- | - | - |. |< 1885. | < lesecaee 

<r 381 ee ie ee a Rae ee ee 
7p = 1525-595 /445-465 |445-475\595- | - | - | -| ~~ /ava-Ba2 
— « . wf os ke (345-395| - (395- | -  (325-365' - | -1si0- | ~ 1a09-988 

OldsSix «3 8645-665 675-695 665-725 635-665 645-675 645-765|625- 645-665 625-695 675-695 695- 1665-7851685-7451653-706 
"37 545-565 525-575 475-545 545-565 '560-595/495-595'475-495 545-575 495-5451545- 1565-610/625- '505-645|530-578 
°361425- 425-450 345-385 365-395 375-3951345-4651325-365 345-365 345-3951375-425| (495-545 495- |380-426 

Olds Eight "381695- 695-735" - «= 695- | - = 695- =| ~S65- ~1950-775. ~~ -~SCSY*SCSC”:*CS~ST TCT 736-760 
’379545-595'545-625'565-585' - —645- —(565-595/545- | 625- ——'545-5951565-575.625- 1595-6451 1ba-a6 
°361385-395.  - | - | = __'425-445/445-|395- | - S| =; ~—«d|:~SCi”~S=«8 95 -401445-465| 1409-452 

i i 38] - = 625-665625- 595-655) - ~— 565-745 585-625 645- 645-145 645- | 'G45-795 605-735 /648-604 
"379545- | = ——1495-545'435-495 475-545/395-569/445-545 (495-545 495-545 545-565'525-565'545-595'565-625/499-557 
"361 - | -__—«1325-375'365-375 385-425 335-445.325-  _1395- _325-3751345-375| C4452 445-465|356-410 

Pontiac Fight a a a ee - wa as | - |.) 2). ee 
'379545-'595-1565-595'565- | - | | SC; Sd] SC ~S«S 45-675) - | [> 1555-628 
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National Average, All Makes, April 15—$505-$57 
National Average, All Makes, April :_saneteas 


Used Car Selling Prices, as advertised in the classified section of metropoli i 

: : politan newspapers national] i 

clusively by Automotive News as a copyrighted feature. This is the first time aaehi that sien a ran na 

prices have been compiled from published figures to establish the trend of the market and the resulting ame ] ae 
Where no prices are quoted, no car of make and model was offered during the period covered ~ 
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New Passenger Car Registrations, 2 Months Total, 1939-1938 


Figures supplied by R. L. Polk & Co., New Jersey Motor List Co., and for New York City area by Sherlock & Arnold 
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AN’s Production Estimate 


WEEKS ENDED 












| (U. S. and Canada) 


APR. 29, APR. 22 








Jan. 1 Jan. 1 
Week Same Week April to to 

Ending Week Ended Total Apr. 30, Apr. 29, 

Apr. 29 1938* Apr. 22* 1939 1938" 1939* 
GEN. MOTORS... 32,085 16,778 32.788 128,795 381,315 545,233 
Chevrolet; .... 19,200 10,000 20.175 79,375 274,505 325,210 
DO. 8.6.4.6 0 65 5,500 3,359 4,324 19,020 48,984 82,643 
Oldsmobile 3,400 1,056 3.562 13,053 27,199 62,480 
Pontiac ....... 3,200 1,863 3,952 14,282 22,487 60,561 
Cad.-LaSalle .. 785 500 775 3,065 8.140 14,420 
oe 22,105 15,930 21,875 87,000 251,395 334,947 
SPORE 4.0.0:6 0 0% 19,350 15,400 19,175 76,125 242,200 289,467 
Mercury ...... 2,100 i elias 2,050 8,155 rr 35,070 
| Lin.-Zephyr 655 580 650 2,720 9,195 10,410 
(CHRYSLER . 19,380 11,190 20,310 77,915 178,000 318,441 
Plymouth; .... 9,640 6,500 9,650 38,390 78,730 158,660 
RIOGECT 66-065 a 6,550 2,500 7,480 26,825 61,095 104,965 
Chrysler ...... 1,740 1,700 1,735 6,925 21,850 30,461 
De Soto ....... 1,450 1,490 1,445 5,775 16,325 24,355 
TUDEBAKER?*+ 2,839 1,040 2,580 10,956 13,763 30,720 
|. eee 1,600 658 1,875 6,524 11,280 28,374 
BPOOINT sesves 1,400 800 1,400 6,000 19,760 21,030 
ACKARD ...... 1,000 1,200 1,020 3,735 20,135 17,085 
LYS-OV’D; 560 695 244 1,960 6,972 6.986 
RAHAM ....... 112 < 140 532 1,179 2,077 
ANTAM? ..... 100 + 20 260 1,892 1,230 
UPMOBILE 100 + 100 300 265 700 
eT kb eae 2 ee. 5,450 5,300 5,275 24,025 66,000 99,180 
TOTAM ...... 86,731 53,591 87,627 348,002 951,956 1,406,003 

‘Revised. +Includes trucks. #Closed. 








March New Car Sales Estimate 
| Revised Up to 245,000 


DETROIT.—With a total of 39 states so far reported, it appears that 
new car registrations in March may exceed the 235,000- 240,000-unit 


estimate made previously by Automotive News. 


On a conservative 


basis, it now appears likely that the final total for the month will be 
in the neighborhood of 245,000 units. 


This total would compare with 


181,218 units sold in March, 1938, 


nd with 164,942 new cars registered in February of this year. A total 
f 201,790 registrations are reported by the 39 states to date, com- 





Plant Activity 









rere rise; 100, five days 
MUN essa a8 rise; 5,500, five days 
ad.-LaS...steady; 785, three days 


hevrolet. steady; 19,200, four days 
hrysler. .steady; 1,740, four days 
Soto. . .steady; 1,450, four days 
. .Steady; 6,550, four days 


erd...... steady; 19,350, five days 
reabam...... drop; 112, four days 
udson....steady; 1,400, 4%2 days 
| Re steady; 100, five days 
incoln..... steady; 655, five days 
RS cep eg steady; 1,600, four days 


Idsmobile .steady; 3,400, 34% days 
Packard . . Steady; 1,000, three days 
Plymouth .steady; 9,640, four days 
Pontiac..... drop; 3,200, four days 
Studebaker . steady; 2,839, five days 
ccc rise; 560, three days 





pared with 144,138 for the similar 
period of last year. 

As far as new truck registrations 
are concerned, it appears likely 
that March’s total will be in the 
range of the 40,000-45,000 unit 
estimate made previously by Auto- 
motive News. 

A total of 38 states have thus 
far reported for March, with the 
total for this year being 31,027 
units as against 26,225 for the 
same period of last year. 


Restrictions Liberalized 


WASHINGTON .—An increase in the 
imports of American automobile en- 
gines and cylinder blocks into Greece 
is believed likely to result from the 
liberalization of the import. restric- 
tions on these goods, the U. S. de- 
partment of commerce reports. 
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its 348,002 As Week Totals 86,7 3] 


——* Current Operation 


Continues to Top 


°38 by Wide Mark 


By Pete Wemhoff 
Associate Editor 


DETROIT.—Boosting April pro- 
duction to 348,002 units—more 
than 40 percent over April, 1939— 
car and truck 
output this 
week is esti- 
mated at 86,731 
units by Auto- 
motive News. 

While the cur- 
rent total is 
about 900 units 
below the num- 
ber assembled 
in the previous 
week, 87,627, 
Chis year’s 
schedules con- 
tinued to show 
considerable in- 
crease over the 
same week of 
last year, when 
the industry’s 
total output was 
53,591 units. 


With advent 
of good weather 
in most parts of 
the country, re- 
tail sales in the 
final week of 
April are ex- 
pected to show a 
comparable gain 
over 1938, with 
the result that 
production 
should hold steady for some time 
to come, unless the European situ- 
ation becomes more critical. 

Although Buick boosted opera- 
tions to five days this week, the 
General Motors group total for the 
current week took a slight dip 
from last week, but remained well 
in advance of 1938. This week’s 
total is estimated at 32,085 cars 
and trucks, compared with 32,788 
last week and only 16,778 a year 
ago. The slight drop this week is 
attributed to month-end adjust- 
ments at Chevrolet and Pontiac. 

Ford group total for this week, 
on the contrary, showed a slight 
increase over the previous week, 
the totals being 22,105 units and 
21,875 respectively. In the same 
period last year the Ford group 
total hit 15,930 units. 

A total of 19,380 cars and trucks 
were turned out this week by the 
Chrysler group, a drop of about 
1,000 units from last week’s 20,310 
but well in advance of last year’s 
11,190 units. Plymouth’s Detroit 
plant went back to a normal four- 





Automotive News’ 
Production Estimate 





| day week this week after working 


a fifth day last week to compen- 
sate for losses in branch plants. 








Passenger Car Registrations 
Two Months, Plus 39 States for March, 1939-1938 














March 
to March 1939 1938 Unit 
Date Pos. 1939 Pos. 1938 Pos. Gain 
GHEVEOIOG. wivcrersss 46,957 1 131,972 1 100,006 1 31,966 
RAN IRE6 4.04.08 4d wid 33,281 2 101,595 2 91,101 2 10,494 
EAVHOUU. cs ccccveses 30,061 3 83,977 3 51,339 3 32,638 
PIONS. 800 cose nieeeeen 16,392 4 45,151 4 33,125 4 £12,026 
DP a. N.0.6 5.06008 80 16,070 5 44058 5 23,218 5 20,840 
POC ich vase ewes 12,562 6 33,436 6 21,651 6 11,785 
PIGMIMOWIC svsisenee 10,970 7 £31,139 7% 20,087 7 11,052 
SULTON cicsesveves 5,932 8 16,441 8 10,951 8 5,490 
a 4,348 11 Layouts hee 663 
OE OO 4.64 056.4560 0.800 4,610 9 11,752 10 8,498 11 3,254 
PE aiaa st coed howe 4,396 10 11,604 11 7,433 13 4,171 
ee 3,794 12 10,305 12 7,749 12 2,556 
EMIOOE, vessetactnes 3,690 13 10,282 13 9,197 10 1,085 
ED, fv aia Vio 0 80:8 3,251 14 9,003 14 10,810 9 1,807* 
Cadillac-LaSalle 2,580 15 7,882 15 5,432 14 2,450 
EE. 40iee cia vn 3020 1,404 16 4,721 16 4,305 15 416 
Willys-Overland 910 17 2,635 17 3,443 16 808* 
Co ee eee 371 18 998 18 1,335 17 337* 
PAUDIODUC vices 56 19 153 19 238 18 85* 
Miscellaneous ....... 155 444 344 100 
BOURAM. . cick 201,790 569,944 410,262 159,682 
*Loss. 


Tire Shipments in March 


Reach a 20-Month High 


NEW YORK.—Shipments of 
pneumatic casings during March 
amounted to 4,582,655 units, the 
highest month’s shipments since 
August, 1937. March shipments 
were 22.6 percent above the Feb- 
ruary figure of 3,738,696 casings 
and were 64 percent over ship- 
ments made in March, 1938. 

Shipments of casings to automo- 
bile manufacturers amounted to 
1,746,999 which compares with 1,- 
472,356 for February and 841,202 
for March. 1938. 


Production Hits 
389,489 Units 
During March 


WASHINGTON.—Production of 
motor vehicles in the U. S. and 
Canada during March aggregated 
389,489 units, against 312,141 in 
February and 238,597 in March 
last year, the U. S. commerce de- 
partment disclosed this week. 

Of the U. S. total of 371,940 last 
month 299,703 were passenger 
cars, of which 279,148 were for the 
domestic market and 20,555 for ex- 
port. Commercial car, truck and 
road tractor shipments in March 
totaled 72,237 units. 

Production in Canada during 
March was 17,549 vehicles, com- 
prising 12,689 passenger cars and 
4,860 trucks, compared with Feb- 
ruary production of 14,300 vehicles 


and 16,802 in March of last year. | 


Replacement shipments for 
March were 2,719,450 as against 
2,159,901 for February and 1,874,- 
931 for March, 1938. Export sales 
for March amounted to 116,206 
units, compared with 106,439 for 
February and 78,823 for March, 
1938. 

Production of pneumatic casings 
was 5,137,030 units, an increase of 
18.3 percent over the February 
figure of 4,343,513 and 91.7 per- 
cent over the March, 1938, pro- 
duction of 2,679,735. 

Pneumatic casings in the hands 
of manufacturers Mar. 31 were 
10,108,584 units. This represents an 
increase over the Feb. 28 figure of 
9,572,553 units, but is under the 
10,520, ,813 units on hand Mar. 31, 


Steel Operations 
At 1939 Low 


YOUNGSTOWN, O.—Steel- 

making reached a new 1939 low 
at 50.5 percent of capacity this 
week, according to leaders in 
major plants here, but finished 
steel demand declined at a less 
rapid rate. 

Leaders in the industry see en- 
couragement in continued demand 
for structural shapes and concrete 
reinforcing bars, an increase in 
tinplate production to 63 percent 
and sustained activity on the part 
of household equipment manufac- 
turers, and a new high for the 
year in automotive assemblies. 


New Passenger Car Registrations, 39 States for March, 1939-1938 





Figures supplied by R. L. Polk & Co., 


























New Jersey Motor List Co.. and for New York City area by Sherlock & Arnold 
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Arkansas 3 iJ aa 63 lS lai mw Sl zs ; the lines, 25 years ago. The even 
. Sel | | 182] 4| | 31 | 174[ 11| 1 71 { 12 | | 2 1| 1| Bi i. was launched at all the terminals — 
| 25) 13 |'39 Camratiof th stem and will end on} 
39 7) 612 6 1| 240 2| 425) 201) 5 175 19 31| 25) 2| 20| 8| 18, 16] 18 é oO e sy é 
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Doffing the Cady 
Set of Standards 


Telling a Tale 
Hanging Together 


WELL, WELL. Your columnist 
‘es off his old felt cady to the 
k sales engineers of this grand 
try of ours, not overlooking 
with§, boys who make bus bodies. 
. Hely the first time in history to 
ates), knowledge—and I have been 
M0-\wsing around this truck busi- 

4s since the days of Samson, 

‘abowski and the drive shaft 
{ sipping Republic, some 25 years 

the makers have gotten together 

sa body with the state officials 
t ei agreed on a set of standard 


i f pecifications. 
e 





* * * 


sler | REFER, of course, to the re- 
-on-#t meeting of the chassis and 
bury makers with the school ad- 
cresilistrators in New York, which 
msed Apr. 15 after a full week’s 
ork. Many a man in this industry 
Or}yid have bet his last dollar that 
andis group, with so many widely 
Olied aims and desires, would 
andr get together on a set of 
1cKShoo] bus standards that can be 
ind is planned to be) applied in 
OONery state in the union. There 
are have been many a hot argu- 
andint during the deliberations. I 
fficelsn’t there for this one but I 
ra-"we sat in many similar attempts. 
* * Bo 

WHEN THE first get-together 
truck builders and school ad- 
ents_istrators was held in Cleveland 
ficeswing the annual convention of 


e toe American Assn. of School 
iministrators, your columnist 
iiler #% “privileged” to set in the 
*ting. Now that those who 


te in that meeting have ac- 
was Dlished the goal they set out 
®, I am taking the dubious 
1 Avxty of telling just one little tale 
tof school. I had my doubts on 
“t first day that the assembled 
“avy” and “light” chassis build- 
zoe ever let Drs. Noble and 
™ get past front axles. 
* * * 
CK THUS I cannot but help marvel 
(See TRUCKIN’, Page 21, Col. 1) 
luty 
1 in 
1eWw 
na- 
the 
ve- 
del 
Lich 
ally NASHVILLE, Tenn.—Co-opera- 
liom on the part of Tennessee 
ers, way user groups has resulted 
lich‘ the breaking of the second of 
ork.¢ three north-south highway 
t is Msportation bottlenecks between 
igh® Atlantic seaboard and_ the 
cial Ssissippi river. 


er- Anew law became effective this | 


ong onth 
lif- 
‘kel 
for 
int 


in Tennessee increasing 
mM 18,000 pounds to 
inds the maximum gross weight 
freight motor vehicles and sub- 


‘ation fees for the former mile- 
, tax. A year ago, South Caro- 
AL > wperalized its size and weight 
: e legislature of the third 
NY ttlleneck 


LV.p. meet in regular session this 
e 


The Victory for highway users 


2 








24,000 | 


luting a new schedule of reg- | 


state, Kentucky, does 


| Trucking Industry 
Continues Battle 
Against Proposals 


| 
Seeks Federal Regulation 
Over Size, Weight to 
End Barriers 


By William Ullman 
Staff Correspondent 


WASHINGTON. — With a 
senate interstate commerce 
'sub-committee struggling to 
make: the Wheeler-Truman 


omnibus transportation bill 
more palatable to conflicting in- 
terests, congress this week moved 
appreciably nearer enactment of 
legislation designed to bring order 
out of existing muddled national 
transportation conditions. 


Although the motor trucking in- 
dustry objects to various aspects 
of the measure, it is now gen- 


GULAR FEATURE THE LAST 


‘;chool Bus Standards Set for All States 
Wheeler-Truman Act Pushed Toward Passage 


SATURDAY OF EVERY 





| 





TRANSPORTING A LOAD of valuable Peruvian relics for exhibition at the 
New York World’s Fair, the Dodge Pan-American Good-Will truck paused in 
Detroit for greetings by Mayor Reading and to present him with a memento 
from the historic Inca country in Peru. The view above pictures the Dodge 
Good-Will truck at Detroit’s City Hall. Left-right: A. vanDerZee, vice- 
president Chrysler Corp.; Tom W. Moss, Dodge director of truck sales; Mayor 
jane and Edson Smith who piloted the truck on the long and arduous 
ourney. 


| The Mirror ls Before You 


erally believed that the Wheeler- | 


Truman bill stands a good chance 


of passage with modification to | 


some degree. 


The subcommittee is composed 
of the authors of the bill, Senators 
Burton K. Wheeler, of Montana, 
Harry S. Truman, of Missouri, 
Chandler Gurney, of South Da- 
kota, Sherman Minton, of Indiana 
and Clyde M. Reed, of Kansas. 


The trucking industry this week 
embarked upon open warfare on 
the bill which would regulate all 
kinds of transportation, except air 
lines, and revamp the interstate 
commerce commission. Truckmen 
particularly object to proposed 
abolition of the commission’s mo- 
tor carrier division. 


In a letter to Chairman Wheeler, 
Ted V. Rodgers, president of the 
American Trucking Assns., speak- 
ing for the industry’s legislative 
committee, asserted many pro- 
visions of the bill have no rela- 
tion to motor carrier operations 
and would confuse and burden 
highway transport operations. 


“The basic objection,” Rodgers 
asserted, “rests on the proposition 
that the proposed legislation fails 
to recognize the inherent dif- 
ferences in the various transpor- 
tation agencies and proceeds to 
subject all of them to identical 
and inapplicable provisions. * * * 
Such results were to be expected 


(Continued on Page 21, Col. 1) 


lenn. Removes Its Barrier; 
Ups Load Limit to 24,000 lbs. 


down and drag out fight led by 
the railroads of the state. 

The new Tennessee law, pro- 
viding a maximum gross weight 
for freight motor vehicles and 
combinations of 24,000 pounds, 
subject to a maximum weight of 
16,000 pounds on any one axle, is 
|not as high as the recommenda- 
tions of the American Assn. of 
' State Highway Officials. The de- 
partment of safety may grant spe- 
cial permits for occasional move- 
| ments of vehicles in excess of 24,- 
000 pounds. The commissioner of 
| highways and public works may 
| reduce the maximum gross weight 
| permitted on lateral highways and 
| secondary roads and make allow- 
| ances, due to weather conditions, 
for differentials in weight. 


FE Tennessee came after a knock 


‘ee in the evening of April 15, a group which had been 

in constant session day and night for a full week com- 
pleted the writing of a set of specifications governing the 
| construction of school buses, which now will go to the ad- 
_ministrators in every state in the union for universal adop- 
| tion. A marvelous step forward in the interest of safety. 


_ Also a very noteworthy move in the interest of the tax- 
payers of this nation. Every automotive man is familiar with 
| the fact that quantity production of a few models costs less 
than a limited production of many models. And in the auto- 
motive industry quantity production has always meant a 
lower price to the buyer for a superior product. 


To write this universal set of standards, representatives of 
_all the principal chassis and bus body manufacturers met in 
'conclave with representatives of the school administrations of 

every state in the union. Thus this standard is not only an 
industry standard but a builder-user co-operative standard, 
with every specification weighed from both the ability of the 
factories to produce a safe product at a reasonable price and 
'from the viewpoint of the user and the men who are re- 
| sponsible for the safe transportation of human lives. 


* %* # 
, 
| While commending Doctors Cyr and Noble, who headed up 


this outstanding accomplishment, the state school repre- 
| sentatives and the industry men who made the standards 
| possible, we would like to again point out, as we have many 
times in the past, that a similar set of universal standards is 
sorely needed for the truck industry as a whole. 

With such an outstanding example before them, isn’t now 
a good time for the leaders in this truck business of ours to 
start a movement along similar lines to break down those 
state barriers of propagandized legislation, which makes trucks 
legal in one state and outlaws in the adjoining states? Isn’t 
now the proper time to find out if the over 4% million own- 
ers of modern freight transportation shall continue to be 
buffeted about by vested interests antagonistic to trucking 
and that millions of taxpayers and home owners shall have 
to continue to pay their share of the excessive taxes and 
other exorbitant costs that have been heaped upon the truck 
operators? 


Isn’t it time that the industry does something to weld the 


turer, to the end that the trucks that roll off the end of the 
production line will be legal in all states that the operators 
may be able to haul freight, in by far the majority of cases 
their own products, in fair competition with other means of 
transportation? 

But first there must be a leader. Where and who is he? 





MONTH 


» New Regulations 


A 
a | 


Control Sizes of 
Bodies, Chassis 


All-Steel Construction, 
Ability Rating Are 
Also Required 


By Bethune Jones 
Staff Correspondent 


NEW YORK.—Standardiza- 
tion of body sizes, use of all- 
steel construction, standarized 
chassis specifications, ability 
rating of 3 percent grade with 
tull tuau, and selection of yellow 
as the national school bus color, 
are the most important decisions 
arrived at by the Conference on 
School Bus Standards held at 
Teachers College, Columbia Uni- 
versity, during the week ending 
Apr. 17. 

Representatives from all of the 
48 state departments of education 
and the Indian Service met with 
automotive engineers and manu- 
facturers to formulate minimum 
national standards for _ school 
buses, which would spell safety 
and economy. 

In 1938 there were 86,099 school 
buses in operation in the country, 
representing every type of con- 
veyance from an old wooden box 
wired on to a truck chassis by 
the local blacksmith, to a deluxe 
streamlined model. These ex- 
tremes, it was agreed, are both 
undesirable for the 4,000,000 school 
children who are transported daily. 
The makeshift was cited as a 
hazard to their safety; whereas the 
expensive model usually means 
that some other important phase 
of the school budget is being neg- 
lected. 

Although a majority of states 
now have minimum standards for 
school buses, production costs have 
been kept high by virtue of the 
fact that these standards all differ. 
In contrast, only six different body 
sizes are included in the specifica- 
tions agreed upon at the con- 
ference here. 

Commenting on 
mended new standards, M. C. 
Horine, representing the Mack 


Truck company, stated, “To manu- 
(Continued on Page 23, Col. 1) 


Truck Freight 
Tonnage Shows 


Sharp Increase 


WASHINGTON.—Movement of 
freight by truck in March con- 
tinued to hold above the volume 
of a year ago, and rose sharply 
over the February tonnage, ac- 
cording to the American Trucking 
Assns. Traffic in March exceeded 
the tonnage of March, 1938, by 
23.4 percent and was 20.5 percent 
above that of February, 1939. 

Comparable reports were re- 
ceived from 210 motor carriers in 
38 states, transporting an aggre- 
gate of 896,324 tons. These same 
carriers handled a total of 726,331 
tons in March last year and 743,- 
935 tons in February, 1939. The 


the recom- 


, : | sharp rise over Februar as at- 
interests of the public to that of the operator and manufac- | ult Gast do tee ae 


tributed in part to the fact there 
were 27 working days in March as 
against 23 in February. 

The March figures represent an 
increase of 18.9 percent over the 
1936 monthly average. Thus the 
ATA truck loadings index figure 
for March stood at 118.98 com- 
pared with 83.11 for March, 1938. 
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Comparative Specifications of 1939 Commercial y 





% Ton— 
American 
% Ton— 


TMG hc cscccccccces 
International.......... 
International.......... 
Plymouth..... 66800600 


Studebaker. .......... 
Willys 


CROVIONEE, .ccccccccces 
BED 66s Seseeseeseee 


F feeeeesesseeseses 


Mies 66640060 coos 
Hudson 


ee eeeeseseseses 


i Ton—Standard 
Chevrolet 


PE sesssseuses 


ee 
4 3 ere 
ne. 
aE ecenoarenesnes 





1 Ton—Cab-over-En 


G. M. C. Spec. Del. .. 


1% Ton—Regular 


Dicseenneneeee 


HT 


@ceeeeseeseeee 


FEE 


eeeeces 





Diamond-T. 
PE astn06eseseses 
Federal... 


Bee Ges ccecescccsee 
International.......... 
International.......... 


DL. « cecesenaneos 


i Gren <ab-cven-Eag. 





Diamond-T........+.+. 


Federal......ceceseres 
Db eccesccceseccce 


Ford... .cccccccccccces 
Ford...scccsccccesecs 
Ford...cscccccccceses 
Ford... cccccccccescces 
Ferd..ccccccccccceces 





Maaufacturer's 
Model No. 





D. 
U.B. 
Cc. 


AC-100 
90 


D2 
D5 
PT-81 


AC-252 


201-C 


AF-230 


AC-300 


D-30 
DS-30 
D-35 
DS-35 
ED 
K15M 
K15 
K15B 


62A 
45AL 


HD-COE 


306-C 
404- 


901-W 
91-W 
90-W 
917-W 
907-W 


Ga. M. Pinasaned cukan AF-310 


International.......... 


Gsowars. . cccccccccsce 


SYMBOLS: Brakes—Location 2 wheels only, 2/4 two wheel brakes effective on all four wheels through 
drive shaft, 4—Four wheels, 4R—four rear wheels only; 6—eiz wheels F. an 
tion, A—air, D—hydraulic and mechanical, H—hydraulic, M—mechanical, V—vacuum; 
2—rear wheels only, 4—all four wheels, 









external. Opera 


Em mcy brake location 


jen 
De-disk, I—internal, X—external. Brake Drums, materials, a cast iron alloy, A~American Car 
trifuse, D—Dayton, E—Ermalite, F—furnace iron, G—gunite, H—Hunt Spiller, N-—nickel iron, 


D-300 
D8-300 
1-COE 


Manufacturer's 
Tonnage Rating 


C 
75-COE 
911-W 





—_- = 


ee 


Chassis Price 
at Factory 





Standard 


Tires 





1% 6.00-20—6P /|3: 
1% 500(1) “ose 7.00-20-8P 
1% 630(1)|F.6.00-20-6P/7.50-20-8P 
R. 32x6-8P 
1% 740(1) ao 
x 
1 i 85(1)|6.60-20-6D 
1 1115(1)|6.50-20-6D 
660 |6.00-17! 
6.00-' 
6.00-208 
2 6.00-: 
2 6.00-208 
2 6.00-208 
3 F. 600-20 
R, 32x6 
1% F. 6.00-20 
R. 326 
1% F. 6.00-20 
R. 326 
1% F. 6.00-20 
R, 3226 
1% F. 6.00-20 
veen| ao (Ete 
R. 32268 
30x5TT 
32z6TT (8) 
3025 
3226TT (8) 
6.50-20(D) 
6.60-20(D) 
6.00-178 
6P 
1% F.6.00-' 
nus RS 
1% roo 
1 53 6.00x208 
1%-2K 6.00x208 
1% 6.00-20-6P 
6.00-208 
6.00-20S 
1 48 6.00-208 
m | Fe ee 
1% F. 6.00-20 
3226 
1% F. 6.00-20 
R. 32x6 
1% F. 6.00- 
R. 32x6 
1% F. 6.00-20 
R. 326 
1% F. 6.00-20 
1-4 FE 300-20 
RS 32x6 
a aann F. 30x5 
R. 32x6 
amma F. 30x5 
R. 32x6 
134-234) 1045 /|6.00- 


C—center of double propeller shaft, 
t, R—worm or bevel gearshift, ¥~-tsanemnacion. F—driveshaft, P—propeller shaft. 


Mazimum Tires 
Available, F. & R. 
Standard Wheel 
Base (Long) 

C. A. Dimensions 
Standard Short W. B. 
Shipping Weight 
No. Cylinders 
Bore and Stroke 
Mazimum 

Brake H.P. at Rev. 
Displacement 
Max. Torque 

at Rev. 





FOG}. cc ccleceee 932 


170-1550/6, 
96-1 


228.12|158-1200) 
228.12 18-1200 
85-3000 (241.5 |175-1200 


NENA. gH EWEN 
NWOIsAwwo? DAD 


232.65/170-1000 
232.65] 170-1000 
241.54|175.5-800 
241.54/175.5-800 
145-1100]5.75-1 
170-1200| 6.0-1 
| 6.0-1| 








8/3 ¥yx3 4% |95-3600 
8/3 gyx3 9485-3800 
8/3 4x3 34 |95-3600 
8/3 yyx3 44 |85-3800 
8\3 4,23 34|95-3600 














6/3 <4 «5/8:-3200 |232.65|170-1000) 
| 
6|3 fex4 34 81-3200 232.65/170-1000} 


| | 
[104 164 | 6334)... 6/3 4424 4 |70-2800 | 245 |165-1200) 6.1 
i 


d R. pe; I—internal, 


Cars and Trucks 


(% ton to 1% ton sizes, inclusive) 


Compression 
Ratio 
Number 


30.7-2400) 7.00 


6.2 
6.0 
6.0-1 
5.8-1 
5.8-1 


6.0-1 


5.9 
6.1 


sseee 


6-1 
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Forward Speeds 
Gear and 
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Direct Drive 
Gear Ratio 
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(Std.) 
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REAR DRIVE 


| 5.43 








nate 5.14 
6.67-5.83°| 
U|6.67-5.83° 


| 





Highest Option 


(Std.) 





7 
Range 
ti 


| SERVICE BRA 





ype and 
Operation 





Lining 
Area 
Drum 
Area 


4IM 76% 126.0 | 


41H 158% 242.0 


41H 220) (326.0 | 


| 41H |148 251.0 
| 41H |168 |242.0 
| 23DM/154.8 (154.8 


| 41H 191 (264.0 
41H 191 [264.0 
251.0 





41H | 148.43 


| 
| 41H 158 276.5 
4..M/134.3 /197.1 


4 HM 220 |326.0 


| 41H 168 (242.0 
|2 DM|154.87/154.9 
| 41H 6 '320.0 
| 

| 

41H |330% = 
41H |210 352.0 
\4HHy/242 352.0 


| 41H |190 [293.0 


| | ! 
41H |190 {310.0 


| 


| 41H [201.21 |308.0 


| 41H |201.21 308.0 | 
41H 200 297.0 | 


| 41H |216 308.0 
41Hy|188 320.0 
41H |2968 477.0 
41H 296 [477.0 

| 41H |296 '477.0 


j | 
| 41H {253 (431.0 | 
41H |200 297.0 | C 


arn [258 ‘402.0 
4111 |330% |477.0 
41H [330% (477.0 
41H |190 |310.0 
41H |263 [406.0 


Dual Range |Dual Range} 41H [263 /|406.0 


4IHV/322 [502.0 
}4IHV/322 (502.0 
41H |232 (391.0 





41/255 402.0 


4111 29 478.0 | 
41H |346.11 506.0 | 


41H |346.11/506.0 
41H [346.11 506.0 


41H |346.11 506.0 


| 41H |293 412.0 

an|203 |s120 
| 

41 |203 412.0 
|HVB 

41 [203 412.0 
HVB | 

sIHy|236 368.0 

| 41H |271 372.0 

| 41H [271 /372.0 
| 

41H |271 [372.0 


41H |256 472.0 
41H |256 (472.0 





330% |477.0 

253 431.0 
41H |280 /471.0 
41H |299 


478.0 
41H |346.11/506.0 
41H |346.11|506.0 

| 41H |346.11/506.0 


—_ 
— = 
= & 


| 41H 846.11/506.0 | Cl 


| 41H |346.11/506.0 
| 41H |346.11 506.0 
| 41H |337 478.0 


| 


mark applies to front wheels). Frame type, I—I beam, C—channel, T—ta 
reinforced with liner. B—channel reinforced with both liner and fishplate, 

plate, TL—channel tapered and reinforced with liner. D—drop center. 
Rear axle, gear and type, B—bevel, C—chain, 
quarter floating, d—dual range axle, H. 
or double reduction optional, 
radius rode and torque arm, H—Hotchkiss, R—radius rods, T—torque arm, U—to 





D—dead, F—full floating, 
y—Hypoid, 2—double reduction, S—spiral, W—worm, 


*—ratios other than standard at extra cost,**—only one ratio. 
rque |tube. (1 











41H |337 \478.0 


se nsec a eaiemiiacainea 


4HI|293 412.0 | Cl 
| 

| 4HI|293 412.0 | CI | 

4IHV|289 485.0 | N | TX |84x2%x% 





























channel, 
—channe 
F—tapered front only, 
Yymeemi-floating, 4 
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| Wheeler-Truman Bill Pushed Toward Enactment 





; 
| the way toward resumption of re- 


Trucker s F ig ht Rail P rop osal, Call T k ‘Okla. Operator Ss ciprocity between Oklahoma and 
+ 8 2 iLruckers e ° neighboring states in the matter 


HARRISBURG, Pa. (UTPS). : ; i] gj tially lost was the high license 
(Continued from Page 19) —The in has cael for ine In Fighting Bills rates placed against buses. 
it is recalle at the bill in,; inanciz i ator || dump-truck industry to stop ||); OKLAHOMACITY.—Okla-.| The measure repealing the gaso- 
when oe aaa " arated by al a 5 -_ ony ee “shadow boxing” and impose || homa’s truck and bus operators |line mileage tax and setting up 
ee | —= management and railroad] to th Ch: aI - ha f eae i fair minimum rates to regulate || are coming out of one of the bit--]new auto and bus tag rates, has 
sr gaiagnd motor and water car-| foyer Dll because he]! it, Public Utility Commissioner || terest fights of the 17th legislature |been signed by Gov. Leon C. 
_ in are not consulted.” oe conflicted with his Own pro- |! Richard J. Beamish told repre- || with about the most complete vic:-| Phillips. It will become effective 
mone the amendments op- posals, is reported to favor it now, || sentatives of the industry last ||tory ever chalked up by any di- next Jan. 1. The measure repeal- 
sed by the ATA is one proposed provided its operation is limited|| week as hearings started with || vision of business in the state. ing the ports of entry set-up has 
M the National Assn. of Railroad | '° °"€ year. a view toward eliminating An analysis of the announced |Passed both houses and Gov. 
", Utilities Commissioners which In general it is believed that|] “chiseling’” and “cut-throat” program of Associated Motor Car-: Phillips has announced that he 
” ld give state commissioners Senator Wheeler will exert every || competition in the trucking in- || riers of Oklahoma shows that the | Will sign the bill. 
vmority to fix rates of all kinds|@ffort to push the omnibus bill|| dustry in Pennsylvania. group won three major points out--|_ The ports of entry plan which 
|e intrastate carriers engaged in| through in some form to demon- right, and did not lose too heavily | began in Kansas and has spread 
: terstate hauling. It is under- strate to President Roosevelt that The truck section of Automotive | in the fourth. throughout the country has re- 
NN Mood that Senator Minton is mak- | Tailroad labor can be appeased by | yews is the only publication edited The three points were elimina-|ceived nationwide criticism as 
a a hard fight for inclusion of favorable action on legislation it entirely for the truck, trailer and |tion of the mileage tax and the breaking up the United States into 
N rd change. The ATA also seeks has helped frame. truck equipment dealer. ports of entry, and the opening of |a series of independent states. 


iN 

NN ¥ideral jurisdiction over the size 
NN ¥and weight of interstate trucks, to 
NN ¥overcome what it regards as un- 
BS fir restrictions by various states. 
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NN¥ on the house side of the Capitol, 
N y ¥Chairman Clarence F. Lea, of Cal- 
NO ¥iornia, announced this week that 
his interstate commerce committee 
iN N ¥has completed drafting a bill em- 
dying recommendations recently 
NN¥ivanced by the ICC. Some ob- 
INN servers believe a compromise be- 
NNyween the Wheeler-Truman bill 
NNY¥ind the house measure will be 
fected. 
INNY In the meantime, prospects im- 
IN N proved for enactment of the Chan- 
NN ¥iler bill which provides new re- 
IN N yorganization methods for the rail- 
roads to help them out of their 
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oo OF INTERNATIONALS City Divided Into Crime Records 
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T owest In 10 
xy PAT ry DAY AND Nigut | "SZ \\ Sezai 
NNY ¢ CITY deterexeaerts || - Fatalities 

Me Patrol y . 

si R macPurchnaamened tocorer 
INN M obile Patrol, a fleet of speedy, spe. $ay, No matter in what part 

YN gener sere’ ,arional ‘Trucks, is already famous fo ore 

YY¥ (Continued from Page 19) 1, F qnter™? aie faster Service, Quicke: 

> ar z e wr rect! i Os 
‘YN¥ind compliment this group for pe, eat lice prrmance ‘= a 
standardizing every specification gt per’ ais is equa CPD 


NN ¥tom bumper to tail pipe, includ- 
ing body construction, in but one 
| ay pWeek’s time. I understand though 
InN ¥tom one of my sleuth sources 
| et even at the last minute late 
- N ¥ssturday a few of the special in- 
INN ¥erest boys were able to upset an 
Ing y yPle cart that had been built and 
|" ucked away as finished earlier in 
NY ¥he week. Such is life in an in- 
y y yustry with controversies. 
YY . 2 3 
SERIOUSLY though such men 
#s Bob Wuerfel and Al Cosgrove 
f Chevrolet, Kloepper of Ford, 
Horine of Mack, Kynoch of Dodge, 
fred Lautzenhiser of International 
NY Md Perkins of White, who have 
NN yought valiantly for this standardi- 
. ation and who worked at these 
NN ¥neetings long into the night many 
ny’ time, are due to be complimented 
‘or their fine work. They have 
NN ¥Warted the pavement on a new 
NN ¥%ad in the truck business, that of 
ne venting for equal state rights for 
| he over-road freight carriers and 
NN Wave at least demonstrated that if 
ny¥* industry hangs together on a 
swoject, it can get its rights 
NY Ycknowledged by legislative au- 
NY Frities. 


mn 
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ABOVE: One of Cleveland's 
twelve famous Emergency 
Mobile Patrols ...a speedy 
International Model D-2 
panel body truck, designed 
for both ambulance and 
patrol service. 


LOFT: Interior of specially 
built, Emergency Mobile 
Patrol Truck showing steel 





floor, rear step, berred rear 
doors, screen partition be- 
hind driver. 






"The Cleveland Police Force is now en- with the reputation 
tirely motorized with the exception ofthe Internationals have 
traffic detail. The city’s Emergency Mobile established for econ- 
Patrol is helping daily in the reduction of | omy, durability and de- 
crime and traffic fatalities. pendability in every 
Twelve motor units, fully equipped for line of work. 
double-duty service as ambulances and What does your business require in truck 
patrols, are manned by officers all of serviceor hauling? Whether you’rea grocer 
whom have hospital and first-aid-training. or a farmer, a baker or a builder, there’s an 
The proved results in greater safety and _ International designed for your needs. See 
service are spectacular. the International Dealer or Branch nearest 
All twelve of these new Cleveland Police you and arrange for a demonstration. 
Patrols are International Model D-2 panel ht ABOVE: Each unit is a complete ambulance 
body trucks. And the performance of these INTERNATIONAL HARVESTER COM PANY a 
Internationals is thoroughly in keeping 180 N. Michigan Ave. Chicago, Illinois dédeieaiias disae ear ahaa ae 


g aK se % 
NY¥ BECAUSE OF the fact that the 
N Y ¥*ople who are compiling the new 
NN gulations have not been able to 
NN yet this compilation finished be- 
“Te we go to press, Automotive 
NN ¥ews is sorry it is unable to give 
lealer readers who are now work- 
M8 on school bus deals, the 
Y Y YOssary of the new specifications 
NN¥ this issue. We will, however, 
nNnYUblish the specifications I feel 
ure in the next coming truck 
NN Vague. 
INNY eT 
wn irk Concern Buys 
NN¥ Guardian Transit Corp. 
iN N¥ DETROIT.—Purchase of the 
INN ¥,Uardian Transit Corp. by the 
‘irk Transportation Co., both of 
NN Voetroit, is announced by George 
INN¥: Alger, newly elected president 


{the Kirk organization, and also 
tesident of Geo. F. Alger Co. 
Acquisition of Guardian facili- 


eon enables the Kirk Transporta- 
n Co. to provide direct service 

‘three? Major points in Michigan, IIli- 

-wor@0is, Indiana and Ohio. 

livered 

















































































AUTOMOTIVE NEWS, SATURDAY, APRIL 29, 1939 


Truck Section 





Highway Users Unite to Combat Unfair Legislation 


Emergency Council Formed 


To Defend Industry’s Rights 


(Continued from Page 1) 


K. Specht, president, Hercules, 
Body Co., and I. A. Weaver, presi- 
dent, Weaver Mfg. Co., also has 


been appointed to aid in the cam- 


tion. 

Reason for 
truck manufacturers and 
users is set forth in a 
broadside sent out this week by | 
Automotive News to leaders in the | 
industry throughout the nation. It 
follows: 

“Legislatures in session in prac- 
tically every state are considering 
a myriad of proposals aimed at 
motor carriers. 

“The lobbies of competing trans- 
portation systems have built an 
unfortunate attitude in  legisla- 
tors’ minds, so that some of them 
consider the motor truck fxir prey 
for restrictive, discriminatory laws. 

“Year after year the motor truck 
becomes a more substantial factor 
in transportation. A new business, 
developed during our gencration, 
it is outgrowing its awkwardness, 
learning to co-ordinate — and to 
fight back. And it is fighting a 
clean fight. 

“Small shipments, spurned by 
railroads and welcomed by newer 
service, often cut a week required 
on rigid rails to a day on handy 
highways. 

“Our civilization, our moods, our 
habits, our diets and our comforts 


have become vastly superior to 


those in any other nation, since 


American pavements and _ high- 
ways have permitted speedy and 
sanitary motor delivery to our 
doorsteps.” 

Opening gun in the campaign to 
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| trucking industry in the develop- 
|; ment of America, will be a special 
paign to combat harmful legisla- | 


the organization of | 
truck | 
special 


N CALIFORNIA F 





educate the public and lawmakers 
in the part being played by the 


24-page section of Automotive 
News to be published early in May 
and circulated among. trucking 
executives, employes in truck 
manufacturing plants, truck deal- 
ers, truck drivers and thousands 
of others whose livelihood depends 
| upon the trucking industry. 

It will be the aim of the Emer- 
gency Council for Highway De- 
fense to broadcast in all possible 
ways the following claims made by 
trucking leaders: 

That motor transport gives em- 
ployment to more than 6,000,000 
people, of whom, in 1937, more 
than 3,000,000 were truck drivers. 

That money earned and spent 
by highway transportation work- 
ers approximated nine billion dol- 
lars in 1937, the council claims. 

That in 1937 motor truck taxes 
totaled more than $417,000,000. 

That although motor trucks 
carry about 5 percent of intercity 
freights as compared to 66 percent 
by the railroads, taxes paid by the 
trucking industry were more than 
those paid by all the Class rail- 
roads combined. 

The council claims that fettering 
state legislation has set up trade 
barriers at state lines, increasing 
costs of transportation of freight 





THREE OUTSTANDING FIGURES in this week’s Dodge truck driveaway 
were, left. Frank E. Seaman, manager of the Dodge organization’s Atlanta 
region and leader of the party; center, oldest member of the driveaway party 
—S83 year old J. L. Grubb of Big Spring, Ga.; and, right, Tom W. Moss, director 
of Dodge truck sales. 





EASILY THE MOST INTERESTING among the serious features of Dodge 
truck driveaways is the sightseeing trip through the company’s new truck 
factory. The men examining a Dodge truck engine undergoing test are mem- 
and therefore the costs of goods] bers of this week’s truck driveaway of the Atlanta region: left-right, Tom 

Wilder, Decatur, Ala.; Chas. Cowan and J. A. Cowan, Carterville, Ga., R. 


"nn ae 14 percent of Collier and Max McRae, Decatur, Ala. es 


— sales as tae a ae Harvey Fruehauf, a member of|is an opportunity to do business 
of the taxes paid to build and the executive committee of the without restrictions which can = 
maintain these highways are paid | Council. ae ac cee "aed eee 
by the trucking industry,” said “All the trucking industry _asks sumer. All we ask is a fair con- 
sideration of the problems con- 
fronting us—by the people who 
make the laws . . and by the 
people who make the lawmakers. 

“We are confident that when all 
the facts are known, unfair, dis- 
criminatory legislation will cease 
and the trucking industry will be 
permitted to aid in bringing the 
American ideal of living closer to 
attainment. I mean by this—the 
American ideal of the finest pos- 
sible merchandise at the lowest 
possible price.” 





Serving and 
Saving in West 
Coast Fleets! 


Mo. Collections Rise 


JEFFERSON CITY, Mo. — Missouri 
gasoline tax collections for February 
totaled $832,102, an 
106 over collections for February, 


Studebaker popularity on the Pacific seaboard 
matches the nation-wide preferment which these 
great trucks are winning. 


* 


Studebaker Trucks range up to 20,000 pounds 
gross rating (32,000 pounds gross train rating). 


* 


ard Series Models. 


* 


They are operated in quantity by the world’s 
foremost fleet owners. 


* 


‘They are sold and competently serviced through- 
out America and foreign countries. 


4 
Consult your Studebaker dealer! 


THE STUDEBAKER CORPORATION 
TRUCK DIVISION 
INDIANA 


SOUTH BEND, 


They are built in both Cab-Forward and Stand- 
pISON CO | 


ia 
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increase of $44,-| 
1938 























| 
‘Dodge Dealers 
Hold 7th Mass 
ryy ° 
Pruck Driveaway 

DETROIT.—Mass deliveries of 
new Dodge trucks to dealer groups, 
who journey to the factory to take 
delivery of the vehicles and drive 
them to their home towns, con- 
tinue their vogue with the Dodge 
division of Chrysler Corp. 

The seventh of such driveaways 
to occur in as many weeks was 
that involving some 150 dealers 
from Georgia, Florida, Tennessee, 
Alabama and the Carolinas who 
arrived in Detroit this week, at- 
tended a program of factory visit- 
ing and banqueting—and checked 
out of the company’s truck plant 
driving new trucks for which they 
had kooked orders. 

“Though the incentive of the 
lriveaways usually originates in 
the field,” explained Tom W. Moss, 
director of Dodge truck sales, “we 
yurseives welcome the driveaways 
xecause they are for many of our 
dealers the first opportunity to in- 
spect the new Dodge truck fac- 
tory.” 


Truck Sales Up 
18% Over March, 
GMC Reports 
rOURTIAC, Truck sales to 


consumers in the United States by 
General Motors Truck and Coach 





c.|during the second 10-day period 


of April were 65 percent better 
than for the same period a year 
ago, according to J. P. Little, vice- 
president directing sales. 

“This same 20-day period of 
April was 18 percent better than 
the first 20 days of March,” Little 
said. 


Rex Glasson Dies at 46; 
Long in Motor Industry 
DETROIT.—Rex Glasson, 46, 

former newspaperman and _ for 

many years connected with the 
automotive industry, died here 

Tuesday. 

After being city editor of the 
Detroit Journal and Times, Mr. 
Glasson went to Gray Motor as 
advertising manager. Successively, 
he was sales promotion manager 
for Dodge Bros., new _ business 
; manager for Federal Motor Truck, 
'and account executive with Bro- 


| buck, Inc. 


For All Models and W.B. 
Chassis —6 Wheelers Too 


DUMP TRUCK 
OPERATORS DEMAND 
“Low Loading Height” 








It's easy to sell a man some- 
thing he wants! Why make it 
hard for yourself? Recommend 
and sell Anthony “OK” Hy- 
draulic Hoists and Bodies. They 
have “Low Loading Height’ 
(no extra cost). 
Three Complete Lines of 

ANTHONY ALL-STEEL BODIES 


for every hauling requirement. 
Leads in Advanced 
Design” 

a eE TRY 


“Anthony 
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Standard School Bus Regulations Set for All States 


All-Steel Construction Set 


(Continued from Page 19) 


cturers the adoption of stand- 
yds will offer a relief from the 
resent complications of conflict- 
ing and needlessly varied specifi- 
ations from purchasers. Simplifi- 
ation and standardization permit 
inore economical manufacture and 
wicker delivery.” 

A. C. Kreutziger, of the Penn 
yan Body Co., declared, “We be- 
lieve it is the most constructive 
‘tep ever taken by a national or- 
anization to establish national 
standards of safety.” 

It was indicated at the con- 
dusion of the conference that the 
manufacturers, taking their cue 
from the recommendations made 
during the session, will probably 
manufacture school buses accord- 
ing to the standards outlined, even 
before the regulations have been 
accepted by the various states 
themselves, so that the benefits of 
lhe conference will be felt im- 
‘mediately. 
| Economies resulting from vol- 
ume production of a high-grade 
‘us should have a far-reaching 
fect on rural education, accord- 
ing to Dr. Frank W. Cyr and Dr. 
M. C. S. Noble jr., of Teachers 
College, who for two years have 
been making a national survey of 
‘pupil transportation. 

Will Be Centralized 

“In one state alone,” Dr. Cyr 
pointed out, “there are 3,000 
schools having an attendance of 
not more than 10 pupils, and many 
‘schools have less than 10. Good 
transportation that is within the 
budget limitations of the rural 
areas will mean that the schools 
can be centralized, with immense 
benefits to the pupils as well as 
the taxpayer.” 

The requirement of all-steel 
bodies was considered extremely 
important by most of the members 
‘of the conference. Not all acci- 
dents are preventable but head- 
‘ines that scream “School Bus 
iCrash” usually follow with, “24 
‘killed, 12 injured” and the grim 
fatality rate is preventable, it was 
pointed out. The consensus of 
o~inion was that the all-steel 
body offered the greatest protec- 
tion to life and limb in case of 
collision or capsizing. The specifi- 
cations also include that the buses 
be equipped with safety glass. 

Choice of yellow as the school 
bus color was based on two con- 
siderations, durability and visibil- 
ity. The six shades, ranging from 
chrome yellow to federal yellow, 
re most easily identified and offer 
ithe greatest contrast with black 
lettering. Savings derive from bulk 
orders, it was cited, and safety will 
wise, because of the high visible 
yellow. 

‘ Called by Council 
| The School Bus Conference was 
called by the National Council of 
Chief States School Officers, with 
Dr. Cyr and Dr. Noble acting as 
‘directors and Prof. Frederick H. 
Dutcher, of the school of engineer- 
ing, Columbia University, acting 
a technical advisor. Preliminary 
meetings on school bus standards 
had been held at Cleveland during 
€ convention of the American 
Assn. of School Administrators. 

Present at the conference were 
H. E. Hendrix, president of the 
National Council of Chief State 
School Officers; Dr. H. F. Alves, 
of the U. S. office of education; 
Dr. Howard A. Dawson, director of 
tural service of the National Edu- 
tational Assn.; E. F. Hickson, of 
the National Bureau of Standards, 
tnd Dr. K. S. Gibson, of the col- 
Yimetry and special photometry 
“ction of the National Bureau of 
Standards. 

School bus manufacturers were 
‘epresented at the conference by 
avid Beecroft, legislative depart- 
nent, Bendix Aviation Corp.; C. 
“. Brennan, assistant sales man- 
fer, Superior Body Co., Lima, O.; 
. S. Cornell, representing Imhof, 
bresident, Rex-Watson Corp., Can- 
astota, N. Y.; A. R. Cosgrove, as- 


sistant manager, commercial car 
department, Chevrolet Motor; R. 
J. Dunn, sales supervisor, E. I. du 
Pont de Nemours & Co.; H. C. 
Eberle, safety engineer, U. S. Rub- 
ber Co.; W. S. Eddy, works man 
ager, Brockway Motor Co., Inc. 
Howard A. Flogaus, assistant tc 
vice-president, J. G. Brill Co. 
Philadelphia; J. W. Gayle, vice- 
president, Wayne Works, Rich- 
mond, Ind. 

Also, C. B. Grove, assistant sales 
manager, transportation depart- 
ment, industrial division, Arm- 
strong Cork Co.; S. Johnson 
jr.. general engineer, Bendix 
Westinghouse Automotive Air 
Brake Co., Pittsburgh; V. C. 
Kloepper, sales department, Ford 
Motor Co.; A. C. Kreutziger, saley 
manager, Penn Yan Bodies, Penn 
Yan, N. Y.; Charles W. Kynoch, 
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Wagner offers a system with a vacuum-driven 
compressor adaptable to small and medium sized 
vehicles, and a system with a rotary compressor 
adaptable to larger units. 

New 16-page book gives complete information 
(a few pages are reproduced above in miniature). ; 


... Write for a FREE copy. 








New descriptive book tells all about 


WAGNER 


Simple ... Dependable ... Can be installed 
et an exceptionally low cost with an 
assurance of low operating expense. 


AUTOMOBILE X-RAY unit, first of its kind, has been installed by the New 
York World’s Fain to afford on-the-spot diagnosis of injuries to visitors. The 
unit, a new model EEU Mack, is also fitted out to serve as a photographic room. 


jr., salesman, Metropolitan Truck 
Equipment Corp., Long Island 
City, N. ¥. 

Also, M. C. Horine, sales pro- 
motion manager, Mack Mfg. Corp.. 
Long Island City; Fred B. Lautz:- 
enhiser, 


research engineer, Chrysler Corp., 
Dodge division; Otto A. Heitz, re- 
gional truck manager, Dodge 
Bros.; H. G. Heller, sales depart: 
ment, Ford Motor Co.; Earl M 


Hicks, president, Hicks Body Co., 
Inc., Lebanon, Ind.; Adolph Hohle 
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International Harvester Co.; A. L. 
Luce, engineer, Blue Bird Body 
Co., Fort Valley, Ga.; Charles A. 
McAvoy, equipment counselor, 
first aid department, Burrough:. 
Wellcome & Co., Inc.; George R, 
Oliver, sales engineering manager, 
General Motors Truck & Coach 
Co.; W. H. Parr jr., Hicks Bod): 
Co., Inc., Lebanon, Ind.; Dow W. 
Perkins, sales executive, coach di:- 
vision, White Motor Co.; A. F. 
Schilhauer, chemical superintend.- 
ent, E. I. du Pont de Nemours &: 
Co., Inc.; Y. R. Schively, president, 
Wayne Works, Richmond, Ind. 


Also, S. G. Tilden, president, S 
G. Tilden, Inc., Brooklyn; Sucks- 
dorf, district manager, Hoof Prod- 
ucts Co., Chicago; H. C. Wendt 
chief engineer, Hackney Bros. 
Body Co., Wilson, N. C.; R. B 
Wuerfel, transport engineer, Chev- 
rolet Motor; H. O. De Boer, Bender 
Body Co., Cleveland; H. J. Ross 
L. C. Chase Co., New York City: 
and M. S. Herbert, Krebs Pig. 
ment and Color Corp., Wilmington, 


transportation engineer | Del. 














AUTOMOTIVE EQUIPMENT DIVISION 


WadgnerElectric Grporation 


6400 Piymouth Avenue, Saint Louis, Mo., U. $. A. 
Please send, without obligation, your 16-page bulletin on Wagner Alr Brakes. 





AN K39-5A 
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Private Truckers Attack ICC’s Efforts 





Nelson-LeMoon 


Buys Federal’s 
Chicago Branch 


DETROIT.—Purchase of the 
Chicago branch of the Federal 
Motor Truck Co. by the Nelson- 
LeMoon Truck Co. of Chicago is 
announced by K. M. Schaefer, 
general sales manager of Federal. 
The new ownership is now known 
as the Federal-LeMoon Truck Co. 
franchised as Federal distributor 
for the Chicago trading area. 

One of the biggest transactions 
in the Chicago automotive trade in 
recent years, the terms of the deal 
call for the new company to 
handle a volume of more than 
$300,000 during the balance of 
1939. The LeMoon company, 
manufacturers of motor trucks 
since 1906, will cease building 
trucks and will turn over its en- 
tire facilities at 849 N. Kedzie Ave. 
to _ sales and service of Fed- 
erals. 





i A. R. LeMoon, president, Federal-LeMoon Truck Co., Chicago, is shown sign- 
ing the Federal Motor Truck franchise covering the Chicago trading area. On 
his left is George A. Anderson, secretary and general manager of Federal’s new : : 
distributor setup in Chicago, long associated with LeMoon in the manage- motion but gave Pierce permis- 
ment of the Nelson-LeMoon Truck Co. which, after 33 years, is discontinuing 
truck manufacture to handle the Federal line. Consummating the deal are Ray 
W. Ruddon, Federal president, and standing, K. M. Schaefer, gen. sales mgr. 


Counsel Hits 


mui 


Special to Automotive News 


ers. 


York, 


contract trucks. Snow denied the 


sion to file his motion with the 
full commission. 
The large hearing room was 





CHEVROLET DEALERS 
SELL THE MOST TRUCKS 


National Truck Sales Are Up 19.1% 
Chevrolet Truck Sales Are Up 29.7% 


Chevrolet’s volume increase in 1939 truck registra- 
tions to date (as compared with the same period in 
1938) is greater than the total volume increase 
shown by all other makes combined. 

Chevrolet is up 29.7% in 1939 truck sales over 
1938—the rest of the industry (excluding Chevrolet) 
is up 13.8%. 

What is causing the national swing to Chevrolet? 


It must be something more than Chevrolet’s lower 


prices alone—for truck buyers are the kind that 
would willingly pay higher prices if they could get 
more value per dollar. The true answer is Chev- 
rolet’s lower prices, plus Chevrolet’s proved record 
of economy and efficiency, plus Chevrolet’s expanded 
line (45 models, 9 different wheelbases), plus Chev- 


rolet’s Quality Dealer organization—dealers who 


realize the profit-possibilities of good trucks well sold. 


Percentages based on latest available R. L. Polk & Co. registration figures. 


CHEVROLET MOTOR DIVISION, General Mowrs Sales Corporation, DETROIT, MICHIGAN 
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WHEN YOU HAVE THE ¢(%, 


“VRorer pRAN 


i YOU HAVE FRIENDS 


WASHINGTON. — A vigorous 
attack upon the constitutionality 
of the interstate commerce com- 
mission’s effort to lay down safety 
regulations for private commercial 
motor vehicles was begun here 
this week by the National Coun- 
cil of Private Motor Truck Own- 


Appearing at a hearing con- 
ducted by R. W. Snow, ICC ex- 
aminer, Marion B. Pierce, of New 
counsel for the council, 
made a formal motion for dis- 
missal of the proceedings which 
contemplate putting private car- 
riers under the safety rules al- 
ready enforced upon common and 


Truck Section 


to Regulate 


Carrier Act 


As Unlawful Use of Power 















filled with representatives of the 
great fleets of private carriers 
which are engaged in interstate 
operations. At the outset, Pierce 
declared the Motor Carrier Act of 
1935, which gives the ICC control 
over interstate commercial use of 
the highways, “properly construed, 
does not authorize, empower or 
direct this commission to estab- 
lish for private carriers of prop- 
erty by motor vehicle, if need 
therefor is found by it, reasonable 
requirements to promote safety of 
operation and to that end pre- 
scribe qualifications and maximum 
hours of service of employes and 
standards of equipment.” 

Pierce argued that such regula- 
tion was unconstitutional as an 
unlawful delegation of the legis- 
lative power of congress, and as 
class legislation. He laid stress 
upon the statute’s contrasting lan- 
guage in respect to common and 
contract carriers and private car- 
riers, pointing out that regulatory 
powers were specifically conferred 
upon the commission in the case 
of the former while safety and 
hours of service requirements 
were to be established for private 
trucks only “if need therefor is 
found.” He denied congress had in 
mind any such regulation of priv- 
ate trucks. 

After his motion had been 
denied, Pierce, who said he also 
represented the Eastern Brewers 
Traffic Assn., the Manufacturing 
Chemists Assn. and the New 
Jersey state chamber of commerce, 
called R. E. Plimpton to the stand. 
Plimpton introduced as exhibits a 
series of tables designed to show 
that private commercial trucks al- 
ready are under ample safety reg- 
ulation by the states. 


Brake Design 
Specialist Added 
To Timken Staff 


DETROIT.—Ralph K. Super has 
joined the engineering staff of the 
Timken-Detroit Axle Co. as a spe- 
cialist in brake 
design, according 
to Walter F. 
Rockwell, vice- 
president. 

Super comes to 
Timken from 
Linderman De- 
vices, Inc., where 
he had been chief 
engineer since 
1936. He was 
previously asso- 
ciated with Mack Ralph K. Super 
Truck and Gen- ; 
eral Motors in engineering and 
research capacities. 

“The automotive industry has 
recognized the necessity of con- 
stant improvement of brakes un- 
der commercial vehicles to give 
effective and safe stopping ability 
with today’s increased loads and 
higher speeds, and to meet legal 
requirements,” Rockwell said. 

“Timken has augmented its 
brake engineering department in 
pursuance of a policy of maintain- 
ing at all times adequate staff and 
facilities to co-operate with the 
industry in solving major prob- 
lems of engineering and manufac- 
ture,” Rockwell said. 


O’Neill Wins Promotion 


At Monarch Governor 
DETROIT.—M. J. O’Neill this 
week was appointed by directors 
of Monarch Governor Co. as vice- 
president in charge of sales. 
Prior to his joining the com- 
pany last December as director 
of sales, O’Neill was for 18 years 
with Ford Motor Co., having been 
| sales executive in the parts and 
| accessory division. 











| 


| William Ogg Fitzgerald’s famous car- 
toons appear exclusively in Automo- 
| tive News. 
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Car Makers Give Data in ICC Carrier Rate Prob 


Offer Facilities in Hearing 
Starting June 13 in Chicago 


NEW YORK.—AIl passenger car 
manufacturers will co-operate to 
the fullest extent in supplying to 
the interstate commerce commis- 
sion information on shipping rates 
and practices in connection with 
a sweeping investigation of rates 
charged by the nation’s carriers 
of passenger automobiles from fac- 
tory to dealer, which starts with 
hearings beginning in Chicago on 
June 13. 

Information regarding rates, 
earnings and competitive practices 
has already been sought from all 
carriers through a_ preliminary 
questionnaire, and the _ general 
purpose of the investigation will 
be to determine whether a general 
rate structure should be set up 
under government auspices to 
avoid alleged destructive competi- 
tion between rail, water and high- 
way carriers. 

Automobile manufacturers are 
interested parties as important 
users of all three forms of trans- 
portation and their co-operation in 
contributing information for the 
‘purposes of the study was agreed 
upon after a conference with the 
ICC by James S. Marvin, manager 
of the traffic department of the 
Automobile Manufacturers Assn., 
regarding information desired vol- 
untarily from the passenger car 
makers. 

“This investigation by the com- 
mission of our industry’s shipping 
rates may result in the fixing of 
minimum rates under which no 
common or contract carrier can 





Bauman Cites 


Perils to Oil, 
Truck Industry 


HOUSTON, Tex.—Pointing out 
that discriminatory legislation and 
taxes were injuring both in- 
dustries, J. N. 
Bauman, vice- 
president of the 
White Motor Co., 
in an address be- 
fore the motor 
transport division 
of the Oil-World 
Exposition here 
this week, urged 
both the trans- 
portation and oil 
industries to co- 
operate for their 
mutual benefit. 
“All the unfair and restrictive 
legislation that hampers truck 
transportation penalizes your in- 
dustry, of course,” Bauman said. 
“So it is in your interest to help 
protect motor trucks and buses in 
their rightful place in the trans- 
portation picture. 

“The legal means that have been 
used to deprive the public of full 
value for its dollar in your in- 
dustry is taxation. Direct taxes to 
the public range in the various 
states up to seven cents a gallon, 
as you well know. 

“The motor truck industry has 
to absorb its share of this tax as 
well as withstand the brunt of 
other excessive taxation and dis- 
‘riminatory legislation of various 
kinds. But this dual handicap— 
taxation and discrimination — is 
hot our problem alone. It is one 
which vitally affects the public’s 
interest in economical transporta- 
tion and the ultimate cost of 
800ds, as well as your industry 
directly because it is so intimately 
uated with highway transporta- 
on.” 





J. N. Bauman 


Will Spend $112,175 
yee LOUIS.—The city of St. Louis 
will spend $112,175 for new automo- 
a equipment and automobile sup- 
“Nes during the fiscal year 1939-40, ac- 
‘ording to the tentative setup in the 
‘nnual Budget Bill which will soon be 
tresented to the Board of Aldermen 
or passage. Of the total $9,950 has 
fen earmarked for new motor equip- 
Ment and the balance, $102,225, for 
Marts, etc. 


weer, feedbox truck news. read Jack 
eed’s “Truckin’.” 





quote and also in requiring that 
rail, truck and water rates be ‘re- 
lated’,” Marvin said. 

The commission has announced 
that parties from all sections of 
the country have indicated an in- 
terest and that the proceedings 
are open to all for any issues that 
they desire to raise within the 
province of the commission, “but 
so far as now appears the princi- 
pal issues will probably respect 
maximum and minimum rates and 
the relation, if any, to be pre- 
scribed between the rates of the 
several agencies of transportation 
to avoid alleged destructive com- 
petition. For instance, it may be 
contended by some that the rates 


by truck should be the same as 
the rates by rail, and by others has punched-out alloy steel strut members, 


amounts higher or lower.” to result. 








AIRPLANE CONSTRUCTION used in new Fruehauf Aerovan trailer, which 
diagonal trusses, hi-tensile square 


that they should be certain| tubular posts and aluminum panels. Considerable weight reduction is said 


Weight Reduced 
Sharply in New 
Fruehauf Unit 


DETROIT.—New advanced 
methods of trailer construction, 
which parallel airplane practice in 
many of their structural methods 
and in the use of light but strong 
materials, are paying handsome 
dividends, according to studies 
just completed by the Fruehauf 
Trailer Co. in connection with its 
new light weight unit. 

This new model, introduced re- 
cently under the designation AFF, 
has been named the Aerovan. 

The new Aerovan permits three- 
quarters of a ton and up ad- 
ditional payload for the same gross 
weight as compared with the 
latest model steel units available 
before the introduction of this 
model, it is claimed. 


Keep abreast of current truck legisla- 
tion in Automotive News’ truck section. 


utes ntolly Taya /° 


SK any of the nearly 200 dealers who have joined the Federal 
organization in the past year how he’s doing. This is the net 


i 










of what he'll tell you: that truck buyers know Federal’s quality, 
reliability and long life: that Federal is financially strong and 
stable; that Federal prices are competitive all through the line of 
37 models; that in every Federal sale is a profit worth work- 
ing for; that selling Federals is a business that really pays! 


And Federal dealerships are going to continue to pay more than 
ever from now on—for Federal has enlarged its line to include 
new 4&6 cyl. %-ton models priced right down with the lowest but 
still 100% “All-Truck!“" These new models, including a pickup, 
panel delivery, stake truck, and package delivery. are styled up- 
to-the-minute and have “buy-appeal” in every detail, inside and out. 
The low-priced package delivery is a sure-fire, big-volume seller. 





FEDERAL PACKAGE DELIVERY 
$1095 F. O. B. Detroit 


FEDERAL MOTOR TRUCK COMPANY .- 


Leader 


Good territories are still open and each has big 
money-making opportunities! Take on the line that 
really pays! Wire or write sales department to have 
a Federal field man call on you with the details. 


"595 


Standard Chassis 
F.O. B. Detroit 







NEW %-TON FEDERAL PICKUP WITH DELUXE CAB 


FECERAL FRUEHS 


DETROIT, MICH. 


in Commercial Transportation for 29 Years 
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percentages and other figures hav- 
ing to do with the company’s 
operations since the turn of the 
year. Matching the two Januaries, 
this one was 39 percent better with 
2,906 sales against 2,089. February 


this year was 29 percent better 


than ’38’s, 2,338 against 1,816, 


while March’s ’39 was 43 percent 


to the good—3,613 to 2,528. 
~ » * 


SO DREYSTADT, Ahrens & Co. 
are set to swing into the 1939 
home-stretch with their house in 


order. Already the company has 


produced as many cars than in all 
of 1938’s model year, when the 
count was 24,950. On the face of 
the returns in hand and the pros- 
pects as noted in the crystal ball, 
the figures at the end of the car 
model year should be somewhere 
between 38,000 and 40,006. It is 
hardly likely that the company’s 
record year, ’37 with 46,150 units, 
will be touched, but just the same 
it is a certainty, say those at the 
factory, that this will be the fourth 
best year Cadillac and LaSalle 
have had, which ought to be quite 
— to Dreystadt, Ahrens 
0. 


Business is pretty evenly spread 
from coast to coast, with the east- 
ern half about 4 percent better 
than the west. Used cars are no 
problem and right now there is a 
27-day turnover on the trade-ins, 
extremely low, they say. 

a ~ * 


WHERE AHRENS starts rub- 
bing his hands together and smil- 
ing like the cat that ate the canary 
is when he goes over his figures 
as to price class standings. As he 
gave them to me, he’s claiming 80 
percent of the business in the 
bracket $3,000 and up; 60 percent 
above $2,000; 34 percent in the 
LaSalle field ($1,240 to $2,000). 
And he sees no clouds on the 
Cadillac horizon. 


Mebbe I could have gotten more 
data, but that Miss Johnson came 
in with: “The ship awaits without, 
Mr. Ahrens.” In other words a 
hint that it was time to start for 
the airport—off for the southwest. 


PAUL HOFFMAN is featured in 
this week’s Saturday Evening Post 
with a most readable article in 
which he estimates that within the 
next 20 years the use of automo- 
biles in this country will be 
doubled, not the number of them 
but in their use; that instead of 
getting 250 billion vehicle miles 
with 30,000,000 cars, we will be 
getting 500 billion vehicle miles 
with 40,000,000 automobiles. An 
unusual manner of figuring it out, 
but the president of Studebaker 
always is surprising us with his 
originality of thought. His Saga of 
Safety, which he is writing in 
many different articles, shows this 
same originality of treatment. If I 
only could handle a typewriter as 
he does, mebbe the Saga of 100 
Years on Rubber would get greater 
reader-response. 7 


IN THE Saturday Post article 
Hoffman, after remarking about 
his belief that the use of automo- 
biles will double in the next 20 
years, goes on to say: 

“And that is much the same as 
saying that a brand-new industry 
is about to be born which will 
scatter benefits of prosperity al- 
most as widely as the original 
automobile industry did. nile 

“It is my reasoned conviction 
that the use of cars in this coun- 
try—not their number, but their 
use—will easily double in the next 
20 years. Instead of getting 250 
billion vehicle-miles with 30,000,- 
000 cars, as now, we will get 500 
billion vehicle-miles with 40,000,- 
000 cars. ; 

“What does all that mean in a 
business way? Nothing very start- 
ling, I am sorry to say, for auto- 
mobile manufacturers as such. Our 
present plant capacity is ample, or 
nearly so, to meet the anticipated 
demand; nor is there likely to be 
any great upswing in employment 
in automobile factories. But when 
you double automobile use, you 
can’t help giving a tremendous 
boost to the thousands of indus- 


Sparks » 


(Continued from Page 1) 
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birthmark on me that ain’t peeled 
off yet. 

By and large, though, that train 
trip was a honey. We met and 
dined Mel Adams at Chicago at 
your expense in a spaghetti jernt 
near the Blaekstone, which saved 
you money. When we got to the 
depot we picked up R. N. (here 
goes McGraw again) McGraw 
from Wheeling, W., By Gawd, Va. 
Well, a bunch of the boys had 
their wives with them which made 
the party really comfortable. 
Among them was Mrs. Roby, Mrs. 
Cargile, Capt. John Smith and his 
wife from Atlanta, who moved on 
from S. F. to Hawaii. When we 
got to Cheyenne we were rein- 
forced spiritually and otherwise by 
the arrival of Harry Symonds. 
From then on we had our own 
quartet for the remainder of the 
| meeting with sort of a triple play, 
McGraw to Symonds to Callahan. 

We Attend the Follies 

Dan O’Brien and Dave Harr, et 
the General Motors exhibit at the 
fair, pulled some strings (not G 
strings) at the Follies Bergere 
Tuesday evening and we went en 
mob to the show. It’s one of the 
best entertainments I’ve seen. 
Dave and Dan both want to be 
remembered to you and George. 

Sunday night Dick and Maggie 
Grant took us to the Sky Club in 
the Empire Hotel, which is one of 
| the best places to see S. F. from, 
, if -_ aa a altitude. We 
r s went from there the Bal Tab- 
in the Clare Briggs chapter, that'arin, where the floor show was 
coeaiiat to bong in the ‘eee , the best in S. F. And so to bed 
reliability team match between ' : es 
the Chicago Athletic Club and the <nich aan ieee ‘jane Ga 
Chicago Athletic Assn. Excuse it fair and taking lunch with the 
please, I meant to make it the Chi-.§ F. dealers in the California 
cago AUTOMOBILE Club and the | building. We spent most of the 
Chicago Athletic Assn. afternoon doing the motor ex- 

And the man who caught the hibits at the fair, and the trio, 
bull and threw it on my desk was General Motors, Ford and Chrys- 
Karl Frederick, down the hall/ler, heading their exhibits re- 
from this editorial sanctum, who, ! spectively with Dave Harr, C. W. 
in the days when he had as Olmstead and F. M. Shoemaker, 
much hair on the top of his{surely have plenty to be proud 
head as he had on his manly chest, of. Fact is about half this fair was 
was manager of the Chicago Auto- | built in Detroit. The state exhibits 
mobile Club in its twilight days—j are swell and so are the trans- 
and nights. portation and petroleum industries 


Now, for a final roundup on the , shows. . 
NADA convention and the state of Monday evening Jack Hornell 
the union in general, the column'and his missus took us to the 
gives you a peek into the Private | Music Box to see Sally Rand. Jack 
Life & Letters of Mr. & Mrs.,is with Art Kudner’s outfit rep- 
Druelling Drudge, under which | resenting Buick out here. We were 
name hides William C. Callahan, | late getting to Sally’s where she 
AN’s managing editor, who is re-| was hiding behind so many pillars 
turning from the West after cov-| and feathers that we didn’t get a 
ering the convention: good look at her. From Sally’s we 

7 went to Vennissi’s, an Eyetalion 
Diary of 


place over near Pacific St. And 
Druelling Drudge from there to the old standby of 
You know I never like to ta 


Ik | Bill Mason, of the New York 
about myself, but this time I’ve | Times, Izzy Gomez on Pacific be- 
got to. I got to S. F. a week ago 


‘tween Stockton and Powell. Izzy 
Sunday, travel-worn but happy is a elephantine Portugese who has 
after three nights and two days 


| been the Bank of England to S. F. 
on the NADA special train. But its ' M©WSPapermen since Balboa first 
been a swell time since. When the 


looked out over the Pacific. And 

: he’s had his hat on ever since. It’s 

ye ot aF - os a one spot no visitor should miss. 

baler, on d his man Ramsey gave Wednesday I had lunch with 
us a Champion ride to the St. 


Tom Ray and Monk Saunders, of 
Francis Hotel. When we got to the the Pontiac regional office on the 
lobby, who was there but R. H. 


coast, and spent the afternoon 

: iti . Wednesday evening 
Dick to you) Grant, of the Geyer, writing to you é 
ae a ewell Grants, which | ®fter banquet I turned in early. 
represent Nash in an advertising We Look at Flowers 
way out here. Dick wanted to take Thursday was another busy day, 
us around a bit and boasted that| spent mostly hiding behind Tiny 
there are a couple of swell places} Brez, Harry Elliott’s 260-pound 
out past the Presidio called the | photographer, and Bud Moriarity, 
Cliff House and Shorty Roberts, | Tiny’s much smaller twin. Thurs- 
where they keep seals on rocks} day evening Elliott took Pinkson, 
and sell scotch in chairs. They still | Olmstead, Bud Nelson, of the Call 
got the seals. Bulletin, Ra oa of aie 

: ad to go to a lunch| Yosemite Valley, Mon aunders, 
oitar eae Elliott, press im-|0f Pontiac, Dean Lippe, of Ford, 
presario on the automotive front | Harry Symonds and all the miss- 
in California, had arranged for a 


uses that were along, out % = 
: flower ranch in Sausalita. at, 
newspaper party in the Ford . 
lounge at the Ford exhibit. Bill} ™Y friend, was a real treat. I 
Beattie, C. W. Olmstead and Dean] never knew anybody could do so 
Lippe, of the Ford company, were 


much with a side hill in the way 
hosting us, and among the guests of floral decorations and if George 
was Leon Pinkson, of the Chron- 


comes out this summer he just 
icle, who was riding bicycles 


has too see it. 
around these hills way back when Whilst we were conversing at 
a toothing ring looked as big to| Harry’s, Stan Plumb invited Sally 
you as a bend in the Chemung 


and me to visit Yosemite Park and 
River. put up at the Awahnee Inn. I 
Coming out on the train I en-| couldn’t pass up a dish like that 
gaged in an argument with Ernie | for anything, so Monk Saunders 
Lied, F. W. A. Vesper, Lou Stew- | loaned us a brand new Pontiac 8 
art, Dave Castles, L. Clare Cargile, | to make the trip in. Bob McGraw 
Charley Touhey and a couple of | went along and we had the grand- 
other battalions of NADA direc-|est ride imaginable up into the 
tors and past presidents on the | Sierra Nevadas and down through 
question of dealer-factory rela- 


the Yosemite Valley. 
tions and got put so far behind the This is a trip which nobody who 
eight-ball that its shadow left a 


loves mountain scenery should 


Chris 
Sinsabaugh 





tries, businesses and individuals 
that thrive on extensive automo- 
bile use. 

* * * 

“STEEL, RUBBER, petroleum, 
to mention three, have owed their 
growth in large part to a pros- 
perous and aggressive automobile 
industry, and the effects reach into 
remote iron and coal mines, lum- 
ber camps, bean and cotton fields, 
glass and parts factories, chemical 
and paint plants, garages and gas 
stations, restaurants, hotels, places 
of recreation. 

“Some people have been saying 
that the automobile industry has 
passed its peak, that hereafter we 
can’t expect it to contribute any- 
thing new or startling to our na- 
tional economy and _ prosperity. 
There may be some truth in that 
view insofar as the automobile 
manufacturers are concerned, but 
the automobile age has not reached 
its peak nor is it halfway there.” 

* * 7 


WHAT’S A $5 word to use 
when you want to make a cor- 
rection in a story you have writ- 
ten—erratum? Well, if that’s the 
word I want to use it to explain it 
was absent-mindedness that made 
me write, in last week’s Sparks, 





CADILLAC MEN at the GM dealer breakfast attended by nearly 400 dealers, 


distributors and 
Plaza, Cincinnati, included this 
Progress to Cincinnati. 


zone managers, in the Mirror Ballroom of Hotel Netherland 
group. The dealers hailed GM’s Parade of 
Left to right, 


Larry Kathman, Al Brierman, Henry 


Weathers, D. A. Bennett, president of the Bennett Cadillac Co.; Dick W 
Charles Bender, Bill Sommerkamp and Lyman Jones. iain 





BUICK MEN at GM dealer breakfast in Cincinnati. Left to right, Allen 
Campbell, district manager of Buick; Harry Hock, Buick dealer; Herb Steger, 


regional manager of Buick at Flint; A. 


L. Jordan, Cincinnati zone manager for 


Buick; J. M. Jerpe, director of the GM Parade of Progress, and Harry Prues, 
sales manager of Lippert Buick Co., Cincinnati. 





CHEVROLET MEN at the Cincinnati breakfast included this group from the 
Avondale Motor Car Co. (Chevrolet). Left to right, W. G. Arnold, William 
Kidder, Cy Emery, salesmen; Edward Davis, assistant zone manager for Chev- 
rolet; George L. TenEyck, owner of Avondale Motor Car Co.; Barney Kanter, 


James King and Woodrow Wilson. 





PONTIAC MEN at GM dealer breakfast. Left to right, Charles Currie, assis- 
tant Cincinnati zone manager for Pontiac; Walter Hallerman, Pontiac dealer; 


Homer Toms, Pontiac dealer; D. 


M. House, zone manager for Pontiac; Bob 


Hageman, Norwood Pontiac dealer, and Ed Gusweiler, Pontiac dealer. 


miss. They have mighty swell 
roads leading into the valley from 
Merced with bus lines operating 
for those who don’t have cars. The 
Awahnee Hotel is worth a visit in 
itself, but the cliffs which rise up 
around it, with the Yosemite Falls 
dropping 1,800 feet into the Awah- 
nee’s backyard make the Empire 
State building look like a doll’s 
house. 

Jack Curran, who takes care of 
things when Stan is away, tipped 
us off as to the best way to see 
things, which saved us a lot of 
time in hitting the high spots of 
the valley. When I say “high 
spots” I mean just that, because 
when we were up on Glacier Point 
looking straight down into the 
valley floor we could have spit 
straight down for 3,254 feet and 
the valley floor is 4,000 feet above 
sea level itself. Stan, and his 
missus, took us over for cocktails, 
before we left, to his house. 

We Cringe at Cruelty 

On our way to Fresno, we 
stopped off at Dog Heaven, which 
the maps have labelled ‘Mariposa 
Grove.” I consider it down right 
cruelty to animals since they’ve 
got about 600 sequoia trees in this 
grove, which averages about 3,000 
feet high and any one of which 
could accommodate about 150 
dogs at one sitting—and they don’t 


allow no dogs in the park. 

We left Mariposa Grove along 
about nightfall and after a stop 
for refreshment pickup at Coarse 
Gold, we pulled on into Fresno 
and made Los Angeles Monday 





5 5 A i, 5 Ni ert 


afternoon with McGraw still hit- | 


ting on all six. Monday night Jim 
Braden, who is here with Bill 
Holler, Bob Crooker, Marsh John- 
son, and Norm Phelps, gave a 
cocktail party for the local boys of 
the press, at which I met your 
correspondent and_ compatriot, 
Slim Barnard, of the Hearst or- 
ganization. Johnny Stingle, ditto: 
Steve Arnett, of Campbell-Ewald, 
Bill Lucado, Los Angeles zone 
manager for Chevrolet; Herschel 
Blewett, of Herald Express; Herb 
Preeg, and many others. 

Tuesday evening, Tom Ray, 
who invited us to the Ambassador 
here and who, with Monk Saund- 
ers, loaned us the car for the trip 
from S. F., took the missus and me 
to the Earl Carroll Vanities. 

As ever thine —Mr. and Mrs. 
Druelling Drudge (Callahans to 
you). 

P. S.—We’ll be home Monday 
after stopping off in New Orleans 
to ride around in the Hudson Bill 
James has arranged for us, and be 
piloted around by Walker Han- 
cock, of the New Orleans Item 
Tribune. 


SopR>: 


eq 


th 
th 


pic 
sh 
we 
of 


the 
Ha 
Au 
mo 
Kle 
ag 
gas 
mo 
ica 
to 
elec 
mol 
afte 
Sta 
Wa 
Mo 
elec 
gas 
Mo 





i 
‘ 
i 








lien 
ger, 

for 
ues, 


~~ ach eh am nos a AcE Pm Ne 





ee een 


ssis- 
aler; 
Bob 


long 
stop 
arse | 
esno 
iday 
hit- | 
Jim 
Bill 
ohn- 
ea 
ys of 
your 
triot, 
or- 
litto: 
vald, 
zone 
schel 
Herb 


Ray. 
<ador 
und- 
trip 
d me 


Mrs. 


is to 


nday 
leans 
. Bill 
1d be 
Han- 
Item 





| afl 7 
y Ihe THE SAGA OF THE FIRST 





AUTOMOTIVE NEWS, SATURDAY, APRIL 29, 1939 


MY AUTO-BIOGRAPHY I 


ae 


ON RUBBER. 


100 Y 
Chris Sinsabaugh 


Zed 








SYNOPSIS 
Having related in the previous chapter the controversy revolv- 
ing around who built America’s first automobile, and deciding 
from evidence gathered over many years that it was Charles E. 
Duryea, the author this week goes back into the past and writes 
of the early automobile shows and those who participated in them. 


Chapter XV1I—America’s First Car Show 


When it came to automobile show lore I wasn’t so much of 
an ignoramus as I was about the first American-built gas 
car. That job I had doing publicity for the first Chicago 
show made me show-conscious, even though I still was a 
sports writer on the Daily News and | didn’t have to brush 
up so much on the subject of the first show. When I did 
this bit of work for Sam Miles I knew that New York had 
beaten Chicago for that honor. The first show, | granted, 
was held in Madison Square Garden, New York City, Nov. 
3-10, 1900, while Chicago came along nearly six months 
later—March 23-30, 1901. Miles therefore was only runner- 
up for the distinction of being the originator. 


Some say that the pioneer credit belongs to N. H. Van 
Sicklen, publisher of Bearings, who managed the bicycle show 
in Chicago in 1898, because on the top floor of the Edson 
Keith building he displayed three or four Wood Electrics. 
But I consider the horseless carriage exhibit was only a side 
show and does not deserve credit for originating the automo- 
bile show idea. 


Therefore, let it be written into these records that the 
Madison Square Garden exhibition, promoted by the Auto- 
mobile Club of America, Nov. 3-10, 1900, was our first real 
automobile show. It was a polyglot affair, horseless carriages, 
automobiles and even bicycles being displayed, with 51 ex- 
hibitors. There were 31 exhibits of complete cars and the 
other 20 were accessory manufacturers. 

* * * 


How Come the Packard 


Packard is the sole survivor of the passenger cars shown at 
that first showing. It had just come out of the shell, the first 
job built by the Ohio Motor Co., of Warren, O. This was 
J. W. Packard’s company ; now it is the Packard Motor Car 
Co., of Detroit. This gives me an opportunity to tell how- 
come the Packard—how J. W., owner of a Winton, went to 
Cleveland and complained to Alexander Winton about how 
the Winton ran. 


“I could build a better car myself,” declared the irate 
Packard. 


“Well, if you think you can go on and do it,” retorted the 
equally irate Winton. 


Whereupon J. W. went back to Warren and built a car he 
thought was some punkins. If you don’t think he did “Ask 
the Man Who Owns One.” 


However, we should not overlook Autocar as among the 
pioneer survivors, for Autocar was in the Madison Square 
show with a passenger car also. But in later years Autocar 
went into the building of trucks solely, and today is one 
of the leading makers in the commercial car field. 

xk * * 


Calling the First Roll 

After this brief interlude, let’s go back to the Garden. 
Even in this show early gasoline cars were in the major- 
ity, for 19 of the cars displayed were in that category. 
Seven were steam-powered, two were a combination of 
gasoline and electric, and six were electrics. 


Let’s call the roll: American Bicycle Co., with the Waverly 
electric, which later on was to become the Pope-Waverly in 
the family of Col. Albert A. Pope, and also made the Pope- 
Hartford, Pope-Toledo and Pope-Robinson, all gas cars. 
Autocar had a gas car; Automobile Co. of America the Gaso- 
mobile; Baker Motor Vehicle Co. the Baker electric; Buffalo 
Electric Carriage Co. the Buffalo electric; Canada Mfg. Co., 
a gas car; Daimler and De Dion-Bouton were foreign-built 
gas cars; Electric Vehicle Co. the Columbia; Foster Auto- 
mobile Co. had a steamer as did the Locomobile Co. of Amer- 
ica; National Automobile & Electric Co., which later switched 
to gasoline, had an electric; Riker Motor Vehicle Co. an 
electric (later A. L. Riker was a leading spirit in the Loco- 
mobile Co. of America when it made that famous gas car 
after giving up electric power) ; Stanley Mfg. Co., with the 
Stanley steamer; Strong and V.. Rogers with an electric ; 
Waltham Mfg. Co., with the Orient buckboard; Winton 
Motor Carriage Co., gasoline; Woods Motor Vehicle Co.. 
electric; Duryea Motor Co., gasoline ; Haynes-Apperson Co.. 
gasoline; Holyoke Automobile Co., gasoline; International 
Motor Carriage Co., gasoline; Knox Automobile Co., gaso- 








THE FIRST national automobile show was held in Madison 
Square Garden, New York City, the week of Nov. 3-10, 1900. Of 
the 31 exhibiting motor vehicles only two makes still are on the 
market—Autocar, which now is a truck, and Packard. The latter 
was displayed by the Ohio Motor Co., of Warren, O., the maiden 
name of the Packard Motor Car Co., of Detroit. 


line; S. B. Bowman Cycle Co., Kensington, gasoline; Keene 
Steamobile Co., steam; Mobile Co. of America, steam; 
New York Motor Vehicle Co., steam; Overman Auto- 
mobile Co., Victor steamer (Overman built the Victory 
bicycle and never got very far as an automobile builder) ; 
Ohio Motor Co., with Packard gas car, (Ohio Motor Co. 
being the first name of the company which introduced the 
Packard) ; Robinson & Co., gasoline car; Springfield Cornice 
Works, Meteor gas car; St. Louis Motor Carriage Co., 
which showed the Dorris gas car; Steam Vehicle Co., with 
the Reading steamer and the Upton Machine Co.. with a gas 
car. 

Unfortunately for this archive-recorder, he wasn’t in at this 
beginning of show activities, but sitting around the later- 
day campfires I have heard tell of how that first show was 
something like a morgue as to attendance, for in those days 
there were many people who never had seen a gas car. Inside 
the Garden were the meager displays, with a board track on 
the main floor on which demonstrations were given. The few 
accessory displays were in the balcony. 

“Hardly a man is now alive who can remember that famous 
day and year,” to quote “Paul Revere’s Ride.” I know of two 
anyway, for two of the reporters who “covered” that first 
show were Charles S. Davis, now president of Borg-Warner, 
and Duncan Curry, who, until his retirement a couple of years 
back, was dean of automobile editors. At the time of the 
first New York show Davis was doing yachting for the New 
York Times and Curry had a similar job on the New York 





Sun. 


Editor’s Note: This is the seventeenth instalment of Chris 
Sinsabaugh’s memoirs. Subsequent instalments will ap- 
pear in succeeding issues of Automotive News. 


Toll System Not Feasible 
For Roads, U.S. Bureau Says 





WASHINGTON.—In momentous 
and monumental findings the Fed- 
eral Bureau of Public Roads late 
this week told congress the pro- 
posed system of high-speed super- 
highways criss-crossing the nation 
cannot be constructed by any 
reasonable system of tolls. At the 
same time, however, the bureau 
experts outlined in great detail 
what can and should be done to 
carry out a national master plan 
of free highway development. 

The long-heralded report, or- 
dered by the last session of con- 
gress after introduction of several 
bills calling for construction of a 
national system of three trans- 
continental and three north-and- 
south superhighways, was trans- 
mitted to the Capitol by President 
Roosevelt. 

The report said that construction 
of such a network “is entirely 
feasible from a physical stand- 
point” but would fall far short of 


Hook Is Honored 
By Middletown’s 


Citizen Banquet 


MIDDLETOWN, O.—Citizens of 
Middletown last week gave a 
“Community Appreciation Dinner” 
for Charles R. Hook, president of 
the American Rolling Mill Co. 

The dinner was sponsored joint- 
| ly by the employes of the Armco 

Middletown plant and merchants 
and professional people of the city. 
Over 1,300 people crowded into 
,the banquet room to make this 
the largest event of its kind in 
i Middletown’s history. 


becoming self-liquidating through 
tolls exacted from the automobiies, 
trucks and buses using it. 

Characterizing the report as 
“The first complete assembly of 
data on the use being made of our 
national highway network,” the 
President’s message told congress 
“It points definitely to the correc- 
tive measures of greatest urgency 
and shows that existing improve- 
ments may be fully utilized in 
meeting ultimate highway needs.” 

The President stressed the re- 
port’s discussion of the principle 
of excess-taking of land for high- 
ways, whereby the government 
would buy a wide strip oa each 
side of the right-of-way and sell 
or rent it to help pay for fhe road 
improvement. 

“I recommend the report for the 
consideration of the congress as 
a basis for needed action to solve 
our highway problems,” Roose- 
velt declared. 

The approximate total length of 
the six superhighways, as _ pro- 
jected, the bureau’s investigation 
found, would be 14,336 miles 
covering the routes of greatest 
long distance traffic. The cost of 
constructing them to desirable 
standards was placed by the 
bureau at $2,899,800,000, or an 
average of $202,270 per mile. 

The bureau estimates the most 
conservative average annual ex- 
penditure for the period 1945 to 
1960 required for constructing, 
maintaining and operating the 
system would be $184,054,000 a 
year. A direct toll system was held 
not feasible as a means of re- 
covering the entire cost of the fa- 
| cilities. 
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33 New Dealers 
Are Appointed 
To Nash Roster 


DETROIT.—Appointment of 33 
more new Nash dealers throughout 
the country was announced this 
week by W. A. Blees, general sales 
manager of Nash Motors. Nash 
has appointed 361 new dealers 
since the beginning of the current 
model year, Blees said. 

He listed the 33 additional deal- 
ers as follows: 

Haddad Motor Co., Enid, Okla.; Henry's 
Garage, Tulsa, Okla.; Casanova Sales 
Corp., Bronx, N. Y.; Washington Mary- 
land Motors, Bethesda, Md.; McBride Re- 
treading Co., Statesville, N. C.; George 
Zuege, Haigler, Neb.; Valmeyer Garage, 
Valmeyer, [ll.; Norris Cherokee Motors, 
Cherokee, Ia.; Charles W. Oliver, Detroit, 
Mich.; Doil Motor Co., Vincennes, Ind.; 
Morse Motor Co., Attleboro, Mass.; Mid- 
west Service Station, Parker, S. D. 

Happy Service Station, Richmond, Ind.; 
Goldner Motors, Philadelphia, Pa.; Grover 





Hall, Coolidge, Ariz.; Shaffer & . 
Elizabethtown, Pa.; Gallenstein Auto 
Sales, Portsmouth, O.; Arnold Motor Co., 


Wichita, Kan.; Harvey R. Romesburg, 
Uniontown, Pa.; Franklin Motor Co., Rich- 
mond, Va.; Collins Auto Exchange, West 
Palm Beach, Fla.; Hubbell’s Service Sta- 
tion, Naugatuck, Conn.; Nash-Texarkana 
Co., Texarkana, Ark.; Quality Motor Sales, 
Wyandotte, Mich.; Cecil Garage, North- 
east, Md. 

Ganther’s Garage, Camp Douglas, Wis.; 
Cloverland Garage, Iron River, Mich.; 
Briggs Auto Service, Tonawanda, N. Y.; 
F. R. Newman & Sons, Mauston, Wis.; 
Blanchardville Service Station, Blanchard- 
ville, Wis.; Franklin Motor Co,, Murphy, 
N. C.; Auto Service Co., Polson, Mont., 
and Hamilton County Implement Co., 
Noblesville, Ind. 


Canadian Board 
Asks Revision of 


Dealer Contracts 


MONTREAL.—Contracts be- 
tween automobile manufacturers 
and their retail dealers were un- 
fair to the latter and should be 
modified, the Dominion Tariff 
Board reported following an in- 
quiry into the industry. The re- 
port was tabled in the House of 
Commons at Ottawa by Charles 
Dunning, minister of finance, 
when he delivered his budget 
speech. 

The board made an extensive 
survey of various aspects of the 
automobile industry, covering em- 
ployment and wages, relationship 
between the manufacturers and 
dealers, new capital expenditures, 
retail price comparisons between 
Canada and the United States and 
certain market conditions. 

The board considered the dif- 
ficulties existing in the distribu- 
tion of automobiles through re- 
tail channels and said “the terms 
of the franchise which the large 
automobile manufacturers offer to 
their dealers and under which the 
dealers are compelled to operate 
appear to be one-sided, and it is 
the opinion of the board that these 
terms should be modified.” 

“It has been drawn te the at- 
tention of the board that the Ford 
Motor Co. and the General Motors 
Corp. in the United States have 
announced that they are liberaliz- 
ing their franchise. 

“There appears to be no good 

reason why the Canadian automo- 
bile companies should not follow 
the U. S. companies in the direc- 
tion of drawing up a franchise 
which would give some protec- 
tion to the dealer against such 
alleged abuses as ‘cross-selling,’ 
cancellation ef franchise without 
proper notice and without mak- 
ing provision for repurchase of 
stock and losses on floor stock by 
reason of factory reduction in 
prices.” 
_ Since 1932 the percentage of 
imports to the apparent consump- 
tion of automobiles has risen and 
in 1938 was 12.17 percent, a slight 
decrease from 12.28 percent in 
1937. 

The board censidered U. S. in- 
vestment in the Canadian auto- 
mobile industry and pointed out 
that in 1936 the industry received 
in excess of what it would have 
received had it been operated in 
the United States, an amount esti- 
mated at about $18,600,000 or up 
33 percent. 





Officers Re-elected 


CHICAGO.—Directors of the Borg- 
Warner Corp., re-elected Friday mera. 
ing at the annual stockholders meet- 
ing, Friday afternoon re-elected all 
— of the corporation for another 
| year. 








Harold W. Prehn 
Springfield, Illinois — 


IGHTEEN years in the automobile business have 
given me the experience to judge the merits of 
most automobile dealerships—and their merchandise. 
That’s why I enthusiastically accepted the offer 
of a Dodge-Plymouth dealership here in Springfield. 
I know the merits of a Dodge-Plymouth dealership! 
We've only been operating a short time...but 
the organization and myself are more sold than ever 
on Dodge! Here’s why—in my first three weeks as 
a Dodge-Plymouth dealer we sold 85 new Dodge 
and Plymouth units. That’s well over $60,000 
gross volume! 


Number of Reasons 


There are a number of good reasons why I joined 
Dodge and Plymouth. For one thing ... Dodge policies 
are constructive and practical. They allow a dealer 
an opportunity to use his own initiative and judg- 
ment in conducting his local operations. 

And another thing...I greatly appreciate the help 
and co-operation of the Dodge organization. It has 
been invaluable in setting up and launching this 


business. 
All-Star 1939 Line 


As for the 1939 line of merchandise...Dodge cars, 

Plymouth cars and Dodge trucks...I hardly need 

say that each one’s a Star in its field. The new 

1939 Dodge Luxury Liner is not only a knockout for 
looks...for style and luxury...but it retains all that traditional 
Dodge Dependability and economy for which Dodge has been 
famous for years! 

Then, add the new Plymouth line—a standout in the low- 
priced field for extra size, modern style, comfort and performance 
—and you have a passenger car set-up that’s the answer to any 
dealer’s dream! 

But that’s not all. Take the 1939 Dodge truck line. It’s got 
what it takes in exclusive value features...in styling...and in 


DODGE t 





PLYMOUTH 


HAROLD W. PREHN, President, Harold Prehn, Inc., one of the 
recent and important additions to the Dodge- Plymouth dealer organt- 
zation. Mr. Prehn opened his new dealership at 217 South Seventh, 
Springfield, Illinois, in March of this year. 


price...to enable Dodge dealers to get a man’s-size slice of 
today’s truck market. 

That makes an all-star product line-up...three mighty good 
reasons for any automobile dealer wanting to “Join Dodge and 


Plymouth”! 


‘ DODGE TRUCKS 
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